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PREFACE

THE 20th century as well as the first two decades of the 21st century

          are known for the tremendous growth and development of International

Organizations with varied sizes, functions and scope of their activities. They

include organizations with universal membership, such as United Nations

and its ‘Specialized Agencies’, as well as regional bodies like the European

Union (EU), ASEAN, SAARC and NATO. The multiplicity of their functions

has practically affected the whole spectrum of International Relations.

The present book is a brief study of the United Nations, its principal

organs, specialized agencies and programmes. Serious attention has been

given to improving the work of the United Nations System. The book also

highlights the major regional, International Financial Institutions, International

Trade Organizations and Contemporary Major International Treaties,

Agreements and Conventions.

The book is primarily aimed as a recommended reading for

candidates appearing in Civil Services Examinations as well as for other

competitive examinations at National and State Level. The author is grateful

to Mr. K.L. Bansal for his sincere and serious efforts in publishing this revised

update edition of the book within a short period of time.

—Kuldeep Fadia
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IADB : Inter-American Development Bank 148

IAEA : International Atomic Energy Agency 44

IATA : International Air Transport Association 205

IBRD : International Bank for Reconstruction and Development
(The World Bank) 51

ICAO : International Civil Aviation Organisation 59

ICC : International Criminal Court 101

ICFTU : International Confederation of Free Trade Unions 206

ICJ : International Court of Justice 19

ICRC : International Committee of the Red Cross 184

ICSID : International Centre for Settlement of Investment Disputes 53

IDA : International Development Association 52

IDB : Inter American Development Bank 148

IDB : Islamic Development Bank 155

IFAD : International Fund for Agricultural Development 71

IFC : International Finance Corporation 52

ILO : International Labour Organisation 45

IMF : International Monetary Fund 47

IMO : International Maritime Organisation 61

IMSO : International Mobile Satellite Organization 205

INTELSAT : International Telecommunications Satellite Organization 205

INTERPOL : International Criminal Police Organization 204

IOM : International Organization for Migration 184

IOOTF : International Organization of the Francophonie 207

IOC : International Olympic Committee 208

IPCC : Inter-Governmental Panel on Climate Change. 74

IPU : Inter-Parliamentary Union 204

IRF : International Road Federation 205

( ii )



Short Name Page No.

ISA : International Seabed Authority 157

ISO : International Organization for Standardization 208

ITC : International Trade Centre 82

ITU : International Telecommunication Union 58

LCBC : Lake Chad Basin Commission 182

MGC : Mekong-Ganga Co-operation 175

MIGA : Multilateral Investment Guarantee Agency 52

MSC : Military Staff Committee 14

MSF : Medicines Sans Frontiers 202

MUN : Model United Nations 31

NAM : Non Aligned Movement 191

NATO : North Atlantic Treaty Organization 185

NBA : Niger Basin Authority 182

NDF : Nordic Development Fund 153

NIB : Nordic Investment Bank 148

NPT : Nuclear Non-Proliferation Treaty 234

OAPEC : Organization of Arab Petroleum Exporting Countries 228

OAS : Organization of American States 162

OECS : Organization of Eastern Caribbean States 163

OECD : Organization for Economic Co-operation and Development 217:
OIC : Organization of the Islamic Co-operation 203

OIOS : Office of Internal Oversight Services 27

OPANAL : Agency for the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons in Latin
America and the Caribbean 164

OPCW : Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons 73

OPEC : Organization of the Petroleum Exporting Countries 229

OSCE : Organisation for Security and Co-operation in Europe 158

PIF : Pacific Islands Forum 228

PTBT : Partial Test Ban Treaty 234

SAARC : South Asian Association for Regional Co-operation 170

SADC : Southern African Development Community 181

SELA : Latin American Economic System 226

SIECA : Secretariat  for  Central   American  Economic Integration 225

SPC : Secretariat of the Pacific Community 165

UNWTO : United Nations World Tourism Organization 72

UEMOA : West African Monetary and Economic Union 230

UICC : International Union Against Cancer 209

UNCTAD : United Nations Conference on Trade and Development 78:
UN : United Nations 1

UNCED : UN Conference on Enviroment and Development 239

UNDP : United Nations Development Programme 75

UNEP : United Nations Environmental Programme 83
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