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A–READING

Comprehension of Unseen Passages

• Type I Passages

• Type II Passages



TYPE I PASSAGES

Read the passages given below and answer the questions that follow.

(1)

If there is one single factor responsible for the alarming rise in heart attacks among young, seemingly healthy

Indians, it is smoking. For patients younger than 40, smoking is the main cause of heart disease. While the

number of people, who smoke, has dropped by almost 40 percent in the West over the past decade, it has

astonishingly doubled in India over the same period. Smoking a pack of cigarettes a day, makes you seven

times more vulnerable to heart disease than a non-smoker. However, by quitting smoking one can cut down

the risk factor by a huge margin. A person who gives up smoking can, within a year, reduce the risk factor to

that of a non-smoker.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. Why is smoking harmful to young and healthy people?

(a) It leads to happiness. (b) It leads to heart attacks.

(c) Both (a) and (b). (d) None of the above.

2.  What is the change that has taken place in the West during the last decade?

(a) The number of smokers in the west has increased.

(b) The number of smokers in the west has increased by almost 40%.

(c) The number of smokers in the west has dropped by 20%.

(d) The number of smokers in the west has dropped by almost 40%.

3. What is the change that has taken place in India during the last decade?

(a) The number of smokers in India has dropped by 20%.

(b) The number of smokers in India has dropped by almost 40%.

(c) The number of smokers in India has doubled.

(d) The number of smokers in India has increased by 40%.

4. How can a person reduce the chances of having a heart attack?

(a) By consuming cola (b) By eating junk food

(c) By smoking (d) By giving up smoking

5. Find a word in the passage which means the same as ‘giving up/leaving’.

(a) Quitting (b) Starting

(c) Continuing (d) Taking up

Ans. 1. (b) 2. (d) 3. (c) 4. (d) 5. (a)

Comprehension of

Unseen Passages

2
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(2)

Schools all over India celebrate ‘Children’s Day’ on 14th November every year. On this day, our great Prime

Minister who had a great love for children was born. His ancestors came down from Kashmir to the rich

plains below. Kaul had been his family name; this changed to Kaul-Nehru; and in later years Kaul was dropped

and they became simply Nehrus. Jawahar Lal Nehru was the only son of his prosperous parents. His two

sisters were much younger to Jawahar Lal Nehru. And so, he grew up and spent his early years as a lonely

child with no companion of his own age. Private tutors were in charge of his education. Then, he went to

England and was educated at Harrow and at Trinity College, Cambridge.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. Why is 14th November celebrated as ‘Children’s Day’?

(a) Because on this day Mahatma Gandhi was born.

(b) Because on this day Bhagat Singh was born.

(c) Because on this day Jawahar Lal Nehru who had a great love for children was born.

(d) None of the above.

2.  Where did Pt. Nehru’s ancestors come from?

(a) Kashmir (b) Maharashtra

(c) Rajasthan (d) Allahabad

3. How many brothers and sisters did Pt. Nehru have?

(a) 3 (b) 4

(c) 2 (d) 5

4. Name the educational institutions he attended in England.

(a) Delhi University (b) Motilal Nehru College

(c) Harrow and Trinity College (d) Harvard University

5. Which word in the passage is a synonym of the word ‘forefathers’?

(a) Ancestors (b) Grandparents

(c) Predecessors (d) Progenitors

Ans. 1. (c) 2. (a) 3. (c) 4. (c) 5. (a)

(3)

His first ‘Satyagraha’ in India was in Champaran, in Bihar. The peasants of that district were being cruelly

treated by the British indigo planters. Gandhiji left for Champaran to find out the truth. The news that a

mahatma had arrived to inquire about their sufferings attracted thousands of peasants who flocked to have

his darshan. The government got alarmed, and Gandhiji was asked to leave the district. He refused and was

asked to appear before the magistrate. Later, the case was withdrawn. Gandhiji lived with the peasants for

some time in order to learn about their hard lot. But, he also taught them to be free and to stand on their

feet. At last, he succeeded in securing justice for the poor peasants.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. Why did the peasants flock at Champaran?

(a) To meet the Mahatma who had come to enquire about their suffering.

(b) To see the person who was arrested by the police.
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(c) To meet Mahatma to discuss their problems.

(d) To find out the truth about the Mahatma.

2. Why was Gandhiji asked to appear before the magistrate?

(a) Because he had roused the masses against the police.

(b) Because he was against the policies of the government.

(c) Because he did not inform the police in advance.

(d)  Because he had refused to leave the district.

3. Why did Gandhiji live among the peasants for some time?

(a) To learn about their lifestyle. (b) To learn about their culture.

(c) To learn about their hardships. (d) To learn about their language and religion

4. What did Gandhiji teach the peasants of Champaran?

(a) To be free and stand on their feet. (b) New techniques about their crafts.

(c) To defy the police. (d) To speak against the police.

5. Which word in the passage is the opposite of ‘comfort’?

(a) Flocked (b) Sufferings

(c) Cruelly (d) Attracted

Ans. 1. (a) 2. (d) 3. (c) 4. (a) 5. (b)

(4)

A few days later, Prem Chand resigned from his job of Inspector of Schools after having worked in the

department for twenty years. He was a free man after all. Now, he could write novels and stories about his

country and its people. In his books, he dealt with the lives of the peasants and workers. He revealed the

greed and meanness of the money-lenders, landlords and priests. He attacked the social evils, like dowry and

early marriage. He held society responsible for the plight of the women. The heroes of Prem Chand’s stories

and novels fight against cruelty and injustice. Prem Chand valued love and tolerance, particularly Hindu-

Muslim unity.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. What was Prem Chand?

(a) He was a famous writer.

(b) He was a clerk.

(c) He was a freedom fighter.

(d) He was the Deputy Commissioner of Police.

2. Why did he resign from his job?

(a) Because he wanted to write books. (b) Because he did not like his job.

(c) Because he did not feel appreciated. (d) Because he wanted to work for the poor.

3. Which two social evils mentioned in the passage made the life of women hard?

(a) Early marriage and drinking (b)  Dowry and early marriage

(c) Sati system and dowry (d) Caste system and early marriage
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4. Prem Chand valued three things. These were-

(a) love, freedom and unity. (b) unity, cleanliness and purity.

(c) tolerance, brotherhood and freedom. (d) love, tolerance and unity.

5. Which word in the passage is the antonym of ‘intolerance’?

(a) Unity (b) Love

(c) Responsible (d) Tolerance

Ans. 1. (a) 2. (a) 3. (b) 4. (d) 5. (d)

(5)

Old people say that childhood is the best part of life. They look back at their childhood and remember all its

happy days, the jolly games, the fun they had at school, the sweets and cakes they used to eat, jokes they

used to play and endless discussions they had among friends about almost every topic. Perhaps these old

folks are right. And yet they forget many things that were not so pleasant in their childhood. There is a funny

story that tells of a boy, who was crying because he had to go back to school after the holidays and the father

scolded him and said, ‘‘Why, I only wish I could be a boy and go to school again.’’ And all in a moment the

father was little boy and his son was a grown-up man like his father. And the father, in the shape of a little boy,

had to go to school, and I can tell you he did not like it at all. A child’s troubles may seem small to grown-ups

but they are very big to him.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. What are the joys of childhood?

(a) Jolly games (b) The fun they had at school

(c) The sweets and cakes they used to eat (d) All of the above

2. Why do old people have one-sided view of childhood?

(a) Because they remember only the pleasant parts.

(b) Because they have forgotten the unpleasant parts.

(c) Both (a) and (b)

(d) Neither (a) nor (b)

3. Why was the little boy crying?

(a) Because he was not able to find his books.

(b) Because he did not want to go to school.

(c) Because he wanted to go to the school.

(d) Because he was not able to complete his homework.

4. What wish did the father make?

(a) He wished that he could be a boy again and go to the school.

(b) He wished that he could go to the school instead of his son.

(c) He wished that he could drop his son to the school.

(d) He wished he could go back to his college days.

5. Which word in the passage means ‘difficulties’?

(a) Jolly (b) Folks

(c) Troubles (d) Pleasant

Ans. 1. (d) 2. (c) 3. (b) 4. (a)  5. (c)
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(6)

Milk is the best food. It has in it water, sugar, fat, vitamins and proteins. People drink milk from different

animals. In England, New Zealand and many other cool countries, cows are reared for milk. In hot dry countries

like Arabia and the middle of Asia, camels are reared for milk. In India, both buffaloes as well as cows are

reared for milk. In many places goats are kept for milk. The Eskimos keep herds of reindeers. They live in the

very cold countries of North America. From milk they can make butter and cheese. It is essential that the milk

we use should be pure and germ free. Impure milk does more harm than good to the human body.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. Why milk is called the best food?

(a) It has sugar (b) It has vitamins

(c) It has proteins (d) All of the above

2. Which animals do we get milk from?

(a) Cows (b) Buffaloes

(c) Goats (d) All of the above

3. Which animal is kept for milk in hot dry countries?

(a) Cow (b) Goat

(c) Camel (d) Reindeer

4. Why should we use pure milk?

(a) Impure milk is expensive. (b) Pure milk is easily available.

(c) Impure milk is not good for digestion. (d) Impure milk is harmful.

5. Which word in the passage is the antonym of ‘secondary’?

(a) Essential (b) Unimportant

(c) Optional (d) Inessential

Ans. 1. (d) 2. (d) 3. (c) 4. (d) 5. (a)

(7)

Gir is one of oldest sanctuaries in India and is famous for being home to the majestic Asiatic lion. It is the only

place in India where this animal is found. The sanctuary is spread over 1412 square kilometre of forest,

grasslands and rocky hills. Gir has about 400 lions and 300 leopards. Apart from lion and leopard, jungle cats,

desert cat and rusty spotted cat are also found in the forest. Deer such as Sambar & Chital, antelopes such

as blue bull, four-horned antelope, Indian gazelle and wild boar are in abundance in Gir. Jackal, striped hyena,

jungle and rusty-spotted cat, langur, porcupine, black-naped hare are among the other mammals of Gir. Gir

is home to over 300 species of birds, many of which can be seen year-round.

Choose the correct option to answer each question.

1. Gir is most famous for ____________________________________.

(a) being home to the majestic Asiatic lion

(b) being one of the oldest sanctuary in India

(c) being one of the largest sanctuaries in India

(d) providing habitat to huge variety of animals
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