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PREFACE

 Year after year CBSE has been introducing changes in the curriculum of 

various classes. We, at Oswaal Books, closely follow every change made by the 

Board and endeavor to equip students with the latest study material to prepare 

for the Examinations.

 The latest offering from us are these Question Banks. These will provide 

comprehensive practice material for every chapter. These are prepared by 

experienced teachers who have translated their expertise into making 

important questions from every chapter in order to facilitate wholesome 

learning of every concept.

Highlights of our Question banks:

 • Question Bank strictly as per the NCERT Curriculum

 • Variety of Questions from DDE & NCERT Textbooks

 • A synopsis of the important points from every chapter

 • Value Based Questions as specified by CBSE Board

 • Answers follow the marking scheme and the prescribed word limit

We feel extremely happy to offer our Question Banks and hope that with them, 

every student will discover a more thorough way of preparing and thereby 

excelling in their examinations. Though we have taken enough care to ensure 

our products to be error free, yet we welcome any feedback or suggestions that 

come our way for improvisation.

We wish you good luck for the forthcoming academic year!!

–Publisher
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An Introduction to History
When, Where and How
(a) The time frame under study.
(b) The geographical framework.
(c) Sources.

The Earliest Societies
(a) Hunting and gathering as a way of life, its

implications.
(b) Introduction to stone tools and their use.
(c) Case study: the Deccan.

The First Farmers and Herders
(a) Implications of farming and herding.
(b) Archaeological evidence for crops, animals,

houses, tools, pottery, burials, etc.
(c) Case study: the North-West, and North-East.

The First Cities
(a) The settlement pattern of the Harappan

civilisation.
(b) Unique architectural features.
(c) Craft production.
(d) The meaning of urbanism.
(e) Case study: the North-West.

Different Ways of Life
(a) The Vedas and what they tell us.
(b) A contemporary chalcolithic settlement.
(c) Case studies: the North-West and the Deccan.

Early States
(a) Janapadas to Mahajanapadas
(b) Case study: Bihar, Magadha and the Vajji

confederacy

New Ideas
(a) Upanisads.
(b) Jainism.
(c) Buddhism.

The First Empire
(a) The expansion of the empire.
(b) Asoka
(c) Administration.

Explain the specific nature of the discipline.

(a) Familiarise the learner with the major
developments to be studied.

(b) Develop an understanding of the significance of
geographical terms used during the time frame.

(c) Illustrate the sources used to reconstruct
history.

(a) Appreciate the skills and knowledge of
huntergatherers.

(b) Identify stone artefacts as archaeological
evidence, making deductions from them.

(a) Appreciate the diversity of early domestication.
(b) Identify the material culture generated by people

in relatively stable settlements.
(c) Understand strategies for analyzing these.

(a) Appreciate the distinctive life in cities.
(b) Identify the archaeological evidence of urban

centres.
(c) Understand how this is used to reconstruct

processes such as craft production.

(a) Appreciate that different developments were taking
place in different parts of the subcontinent
simultaneously.

(b) Introduce simple strategies of textual analysis.
(c) Reinforce the skills of archaeological analysis

already developed.

(a) Introduce the concept of the state and its
varieties.

(b) Understand the use of textual sources in this
context.

(a) Outline the basic tenets of these systems of
thought, and the context in which they developed
and flourished.

(b) Introduce excerpts from sources relating to these
traditions.

(a) Introduce the concept of empire.
(b) Show how inscriptions are used as sources.

Our Pasts–I
Themes Objectives

Social Science Syllabus  - Class VI
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Life in towns and villages
(a) The second urbanisation.
(b) Agricultural intensification.
(c) Case study: Tamil Nadu.

Contacts with Distant lands
(a) The Sangam texts and long distance exchange.

Suggested regions: the Tamil region, extending
to south east Asia and the west.

(b) Conquerors from distant lands: north western
and western India.

(c) The spread of Buddhism: north India to Central
Asia.

Political Developments
(a) Gupta empire and Harshavardhana.
(b) Pallavas and Chalukyas.

Culture and Science
(a) Literature, including the Puranas, the epics,

other Sanskrit and Tamil works.
(b) Architecture including early monasteries and

temples, sculpture, painting (Ajanta);
(c) Science.

Planet: Earth in the solar system.

Globe: the model of the earth, latitudes and longi-
tudes; motions of the earth rotation and revolution.

Maps: essential components of maps distance, di-
rections and symbols.

Four realms of the earth: lithosphere, hydrosphere,
atmosphere and biosphere: continents and oceans.
Major relief features of the earth.

India in the world: physiographic divisions of India–
mountains, plateaus and plains; climate; natural
vegetation and wild life; need for their conserva-
tion.

(a) Demonstrate the variety of early urban centres—
coastal towns, capitals, religious centres.

(b) Illustrate the use of archaeological material
including coins, sculpture, as well as textual
sources to reconstruct social and economic
histories.

(a) Introduce the idea of different contexts of contact
between distant lands, and the motivating forces
(including conquest).

(b) Examine the implications of journeys within the
subcontinent.

(c) Illustrate the use of textual and visual material
for reconstructing the histories of such contacts.

(a) Introduce the idea that strategies of expansion,
and their logic, differ.

(b) Explain the development of different
administrative systems.

(c) Understand how
 
prasastis and caritas are used

to reconstruct political history.

(a) Develop a sense of appreciation of textual and
visual traditions of the period.

(b) Introduce excerpts from texts and visual material
for analysis and appreciation.

To understand the unique place of the earth in the
solar system, which provides ideal condition for all
forms of life, including human beings; (Periods-8)

To understand two motions of the earth and their
effects; (Periods-12)

To develop basic skills of map reading;
(Periods-10)

To understand interrelationship of the realms of the
earth;
To understand major landforms of the earth;

(Periods-10)
To comprehend broad physiographic divisions of
India;
To describe the influence of land, climate, vegeta-
tion and wildlife on human life;
To appreciate the need for conserving natural veg-
etation and wild life. (Periods-13)

The Earth – Our Habitat
Themes Objectives

Themes Objectives
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UNIT 1: Diversity
In this unit we focus on various aspects of diversity.
The first section begins by having the child recognise
diversity as a fact of being human and understand-
ing diversity as different ways of doing the same
thing. The second section builds on this by having
the child interrogate societal prejudices against di-
versity, recognising that the self can be made up of
multiple identities and that the Constitution com-
pels us to respect diversity.

Section 1
• Diversity as a fact of being human.
• What diversity adds to our lives.
• Diversity in India.

Section 2
• Prejudice and discrimination.
• Inequality and discrimination.
• Recognition of multiple identities in oneself.
• The Constitution and respect for diversity.

UNIT 2: Government
This unit introduces the student to the idea of gov-
ernment. The first section focuses on the need for
it, the history of adult franchise, the various types
of governments that exist at present. The second
section discusses the key elements that influence
the functioning of democractic government.

Section 1
• The need for government.
• Decision-making and participation.
• The quest for universal adult franchise through

examples of the sufferagate movement and the
antiapartheid struggle.

• Various forms of government and absence of col-
lective sanction.

Section 2
Key elements that influence the functioning of
democratic government:
• Participation and accountability.
• Resolution of Conflict.
• Concerns for Equality and Justice.

UNIT 3: Local Government
This unit familiarises the student with both rural
and urban local government. It covers the
Panchayati Raj, rural administration and urban
government and administration. The effort is to
have the child draw contrasts and comparisons be-
tween the ways in which urban and rural local gov-
ernment function.

To enable students to:
• understand and appreciate various forms of di-

versity in their everyday environments,
• develop a sensitivity towards pluralism and in-

terdependence,
• understand how prejudice can lead to discrimi-

nation,
• understand the difference between diversity and

inequality,
• recognise that there are multiple identities

within ourselves that we use in different con-
texts and that these can come into conflict with
each other,

• understand that the Constitution compels us to
respect diversity.

To enable students to:
• gain a sense of why government is required,
• recognise the need for universal adult franchise,
• appreciate need to make decisions with collec-

tive sanction,
• understand key elements that influence the func-

tioning of democracy.

To enable children to
• understand local level of government function-

ing,
• understand the workings of the pnchayati raj

and appreciate its importance,
• gain a sense of who performs what role within

the local administration,

Social and Political Life
Themes Objectives
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Section 1
Panchayati Raj
• Description of panchayat including electoral pro-

cess, decision making, implementation of deci-
sions

• Role of a gram sabha
• Women and the panchayat

Section 2
Urban Local Government
• Municipal corporation elections, decision mak-

ing structures
• The provision of water and the work of the mu-

nicipal corporation
• Citizens protests to get their grievances ad-

dressed

Section 3
Rural Administration
• Focus on a land dispute and show the role of lo-

cal police and patwari.
• On land records and role of patwari.
• On the new inheritance law.

UNIT 4: Making a Living
This unit focuses on individuals earn a livelihood
both in the rural and the urban context. The rural
context focuses on various types of farmers and the
urban one on various types of occupations people
engage in to earn an income. The student should be
able to compare and contrast the urban and the ru-
ral context.

Section 1
Rural Livelihoods
• Various types of livelihoods prevalent in a vil-

lage.
• Different types of farmers: middle farmer, land-

less labourers and large farmers.

Section 2
Urban Livelihoods
• Difference between primary, secondary and ter-

tiary occupations.
• Descriptions of various types of lievelihoods in-

cluding vegetable vendor, domestic servant, gar-
ment worker and bank employee.

• Differences between self-employed, regular em-
ployment and wage employment.

• The interlinkage between rural and urban lives
through a discussion of migration.

• understand how the various levels of adminis-
tration at the local level are interconnected,

• understand the intricacies involved in the local
administration’s provision of water.

To enable students to:
• understand conditions that underline and im-

pact life strategies of various groups of people,
• understand that these conditions and opportu-

nities for making a living are not equally avail-
able to all.

Themes Objectives
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1
CHAPTER

What, Where,
How and When ?

 Let’s Revise

 There are several things we can find out about our past like what people ate,
the kinds of clothes they wore and the types of houses in which they lived.

 People have lived along the banks of river for several hundred thousand years.
Some of the earliest people who lived there were skilled gatherers, that is, the
people who gathered their food.

 The Sulaiman and Kirthar Hills to the northwest were some of the areas where
women and men first began to grow crops such as wheat and barley about 8000
years ago.

 People also began rearing animals like sheep, goat, and cattle and started living
in villages.

 The places where rice was first grown were in the North Vindhyas.
 Men and women moved in search of livelihood, as well as to escape from natural

disasters like floods or droughts. Sometimes, men marched in armies, conquering
other’s lands.

 Besides, merchants travelled in caravans or ships, carrying valuable goods from
place to place, and religious teachers walked from village to village and town
to town, stopping to offer instruction, and advice on the way. All these led to
the sharing of ideas between people.

 People have shared new ways of carving stone, composing music, and even
cooking food over several hundreds of years.

 The word ‘India’ comes from ‘Indus’, which means ‘Sindhu’, in Sanskrit.
 Manuscripts were usually written on palm leaves or on the specially prepared

bark of a tree known as the birch, which grows in the Himalayas.
 These books dealt with all kinds of subjects: religious beliefs and practices, the

lives of kings as well as medicine and science.
 Inscriptions are writings on relatively hard surfaces such as stone or metal.
 Archaeologists study the remains of buildings made of stone and brick, paintings

and sculpture. They also explore and excavate to find tools, weapons, pots, pans,
ornaments and coins.

 Archaeologists also look for the bones of animals, birds, and fishes in order to
find out what people ate in the past.

 All dates before the birth of Christ are counted backwards and usually have the
letters BC (Before Christ) added on.

Section A : Our Past-I
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Objective Type Questions (1 mark each)

(A) Match the following :
A. Narmada Valley (i) The first big kingdom
B. Magadha (ii) Hunting and gathering
C. Gora Hills (iii) Cities about 2500 years ago
D. Indus and its tributaries (iv) Early agriculture
E. Ganga Valley (v) The first cities

Ans. A. (ii) Hunting and gathering
B. (i) The first big kingdom
C. (iv) Early agriculture
D. (v) The first cities
E. (iii) Cities about 2500 years ago

Very Short Answer Type Questions (1 mark each)

Q. 1. What are manuscripts ?
Ans. Manuscripts are the hand written books which are written on palm leaves.
Q. 2. What do you mean by inscriptions ?
Ans. Inscriptions are writings on hard surfaces such as stone or metal.
Q. 3. What do you mean by the term ‘past’ ?
Ans. ‘Past’ means what we have done or heard just a minute before or a year before.
Q. 4. What did the early Greeks and Iranians call ‘India’ ?
Ans. The early Greeks and Iranians called India as ‘Hindos’.
Q. 5. List one major difference between manuscripts and inscriptions. (NCERT)
Ans. Manuscripts were written on palm leaves whereas, inscriptions were written on hard surfaces such

as stone or metal.
Q. 6. Returning to Rasheeda’s question, can you think of some answer to it ? (NCERT)
Ans. We can find out answer to Rasheeda’s questions with the help of our past which had been written

in our history in the form of manuscripts and inscriptions.
Q. 7. Who are archaeologists ?
Ans. Archaeologists are the people, who study about the past using information from manuscripts,

inscriptions and archaeology.
Q. 8. Who are historians ?
Ans. Historians are the people who generaly study about the remains of buildings, made up of stones

and bricks, paintings and sculptures. They explore to find tools , weapons, ornaments and coins.
Q. 9. What are the different names of our country ?
Ans. India, Bharat, Jambudweep and Hindustan.
Q. 10. Where did people live in the pre-historic times ?
Ans. In the pre-historic times, people lived along rivers and in areas with ample plant and animal life.
Q. 11. What were the occupations of the people in early days ?
Ans. People in early days were hunters, herders, farmers, rulers, musicians, merchants, priests, craftsmen,

artists and scientists.
Q. 12. What is a cartouche ?
Ans. Cartouche was a little frame in the Egyptian inscriptions in which names of kings and queens were

enclosed.
Q. 13. Which objects from the past usually survive for a long time ?
Ans. Objects that are made of hard, imperishable materials, tools, weapons, ornaments, coins made of

stone, bone or metal usually survive and give valuable information of the past.
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Short Answer Type Questions (2 or 3 marks each)

Q. 1. Why do you think ordinary men and women did not generally keep records of what they did ?
(NCERT)

Ans. Ordinary men and women did not generally keep records of what they did, because it was not
necessary.

Q. 2. Make a list of all the objects that archaeologists may find. Which of these could be made of
stone ? (NCERT)

Ans. There are many things or objects that archeologists may find :
Manuscripts, inscriptions, buildings, paintings and sculptures.They also explore and excavate to
find tools, weapons, pots, pans, ornaments and coins.
Buildings and some tools were made of stones.

Q. 3. Describe at least two ways in which you think the lives of kings would have been different from
those of farmers. (NCERT)

Ans. (i) Kings fought battles whereas farmers worked in the fields.
(ii) Kings were rulers whereas farmers were people.

Q. 4. What did the manuscripts contain ?
Ans. Manuscripts contained all kinds of subjects like religious beliefs and practices, the lives of kings,

medicine and science. It also contained poems, epics and plays. These were written in Sanskrit,
Prakrit and Tamil.

Q. 5. Where did the word ‘India’ originate from ?
Ans. It comes from the word ‘Indus’, called ‘Sindhu’ in Sanskrit.The Greeks and Iranians called it ‘Hindos’

or ‘Indos’ meaning the land to the east of the river called India.
The name Bharat was used by the people who lived in the Northwest. Later, it was used for the
country India.

Q. 6. Why do people travel now-a-days ?
Ans. Now-a-days people travel in search of good jobs, good education, to visit tourist places for business,

etc.
Q. 7. Why did people travel from one part of the subcontinent to another ?
Ans. (i) They moved in search of livelihood.

(ii) Men marched in armies to conquer the other lands.
(iii) Merchants travelled with caravans or ships to sell goods.
(iv) Some people travelled to discover new places.

Q. 8. Where did the earliest cities flourish ?
Ans. (i) About 4700 years ago, some of the earliest cities florished near the Indus river.

(ii) About 2500 years ago, cities were found on the banks of the Ganga and along the sea coast.
Q. 9. Why were the earliest people known as skilled gatherers ?
Ans. As the earliest people gathered food, collected roots and fruits from the forest, and also hunted

animals they were called skilled gatherers.
Q. 10. What do AD and BC stand for ?
Ans. (i) AD stands for two Latin words, ‘Anno Domini’, meaning 'in the year of the Lord' (i.e., Christ).

The year 2007, also written as AD 2007, means 2007 years after the birth of Christ.
(ii) BC stands for 'Before Christ', meaning before the birth of Christ. For example, a time period
written as 200 BC means 200 years before the birth of Christ. BC runs into countdown format as
10..,9..,8..,7..,........1.. upto the time of Jesus Christ's birth and after his birth it started to run in today's
date format, i.e., 1..,2..,3....,onwards.

Q. 11. What are tributaries? Give example.
Ans. Tributaries are smaller rivers that flow into a larger river, e.g., the river Son is a tributary of the river

Ganga.
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Q. 12. What was the advantage of writing on a hard surface ?
Ans. In the earlier times, writings were done on relatively hard surfaces such as blacked clay, stone or

metal. Since, these objects were imperishable, these writings usually survived for a long time.
Q. 13. Discuss why it is important to study our past.
Ans. It is important to study about our past as it gives a lot of information regarding the political, social,

economic and cultural life of the people in the earlier days. By studying about our past :
(i) We can find out about the eating habits, the clothing and housing pattern of the people of the

earlier times.
(ii) We can gather information about the lives of hunters, farmers, merchants, priest, craftsmen,

musicians, poets and scientists.
(iii) We can learn about the lives of children, the songs they sang, the plays they saw, the games

that they played and the kind of toys with which they played.
Q. 14. List the skills and knowledge that were required in hunter-gatherer communities.
Ans. The skills and knowledge needed in hunter-gatherer communities were:

(i) There were several animals that ran fast so their need was to run faster.
(ii) To hunt animals or to catch fish and birds, people needed to be alert, quick and have a good

presence of mind.
(iii) To collect plant produce, they needed to find out which plants or parts of plants were edible

(that can be eaten) as many plants or their parts were poisonous.
(iv) They needed to know the seasons when the fruits would ripen.
(v) They needed the skills and knowledge to make weapons and arms for hunting animals easily.
(vi) They needed the skills to use their weapons effectively.

Q. 15. What was the occupation of the people who lived on the banks of the river Narmada ?
Ans. (i) The People who lived on the bank of the river Narmada were skilled gatherers. They were

aware of the vast wealth of the forest around them. They collected roots, fruits and other forest
products for their food from these surrounding forests.

(ii) They also hunted animals.
Q. 16. What is source? What is its importance to the historians ?
Ans. The word ‘source’ refers to the information found from the manuscripts, inscriptions, coins and

monuments. It helps the historians in the reconstruction of our past. These sources give a lot of
information about the kings, their coronation, the extent of their empires, the battles they fought,
their welfare measures, etc. because they kept records of all what they did.

Q. 17. How do scholars understand what is written in the inscriptions ?
Ans. The scholars understand what is written in the inscriptions through the process called decipherment.

Most of these inscriptions were written several hundred years ago, and languages and the script
used in the inscriptions have changed with time. One good example of decipherment is of the
Rosetta stone found in Egypt which was used to decipher ancient Egyptians using Greek language.

Q. 18. How did archeologists find out about the eating habits of the people in the past ?
Ans. Archaeologists studied the bones of animals, birds and fish to identify the eating habits of the

people in the past. Although plant remains survive far more rarely, but if seeds of grains or pieces
of woods would have been burnt, they would have survived in a charred form. So, finding charred
seeds gave information that they ate plant produce also.

Q. 19. Why is the plural word ‘Pasts’ used in the title of this book, ‘Our Pasts’ ?
Ans. The word ‘Pasts’ is used in plural to draw attention to the fact that the past was different for

different groups of people.
(i) For example, the lives of kings and queens were different from those of peasants and herdsmen,

the lives of traders were different from those of crafts-persons and so on. This fact is true even
in the modern times. The life of the people living in the Andaman islands is very different from
those living in the cities.

(ii) Secondly, we know a lot about the kings and battles they fought because they recorded all their
victories. We know very little about the lives of the ordinary people because they did not keep
any record of what they did.
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Long Answer Type Questions (5 marks each)

Q. 1. The following picture is an inscription from Egypt. Answer the following questions related to
this inscription:
(i) Where has this inscription been found ?
(ii) In how many languages was this inscription written ?

(iii) In the inscription, what does the letter A stand for ?
Ans. (i) This inscription has been found in Rosetta, a town on the north coast of Egypt.

(ii) This inscription was written in three different kinds of languages and scripts, i.e., Greek
and two forms of Egyptian.

(iii) In the inscription, the letter ‘A’ stands for a bird.

Q. 2. Why do historians and archaeologists use various sources to study about our past ?
Ans. (i) Archaeologists and historians are scholars who study things that are made and used in

the past through the process of excavation.

(ii) Manuscripts, inscriptions, tools, coins and monuments are the sources of information used
by then to know about the past of the people.

(iii) Once these sources are found, learning about the past becomes an adventure and gradually,
history is reconstructed. That is why, historians and archaeologists use various sources
to study about our past.

Q. 3. Why did people choose to travel in the past ?
Ans. (i) In the ancient days, people travelled from one continent to the other. Natural barriers

like hills and rivers made travelling difficult at times, but never impossible.

(ii) Men and women travelled in search of livelihood and then to escape natural disasters like
flood or droughts.

(iii) Men in army travelled to conquer new territories and merchants travelled with caravans
to trade goods and services. Holy men travelled from village to village imparting spiritual
knowledge among the masses.

(iv) The people who travelled the most were the adventurers who wanted to explore new lands
with a spirit of adventure.

(v) All the travelling helped in the intermixing of new ideas and knowledge. People came to
know about the new customs and enhanced their  knowledge about various
communities.
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Value Based Questions
Q. 1. The following picture is a page from the palm leaf manuscript. Answer the following questions

related to the manuscript :

(i) What are manuscripts ?
(ii) How did the manuscript get spoilt ?
(iii) Where are these manuscripts preserved ?

Ans. (i) Manuscripts are the books written by hand.
(ii) Most of the manuscripts were written on perishable materials. So with time, of them were

eaten away by insects and some were completely destroyed our still, many have survived.
(iii) These manuscripts are often preserved in temples and monasteries.

Q. 2. This inscription dates back to about 2250 years ago and was found in Kandahar. Answer the following
questions related to this inscription :

(i) What is a script ?
(ii) Which language was used in this inscription ?
(iii) Under whose orders was this inscription  written.
(iv) Kandahar is located in which country ?

Ans. (i) A script is used to write anything. It consists of letters and signs.
(ii) This inscription was written in two different scripts and languages, Greek and Aramaic.
(iii) This inscription was written on the orders of the ruler named Ashoka.
(iv) Kandahar is located in Afghanistan.
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