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PREFACE

 Year after year CBSE has been introducing changes in the curriculum of 

various classes. We, at Oswaal Books, closely follow every change made by the 

Board and endeavor to equip students with the latest study material to prepare 

for the Examinations.

 The latest offering from us are these Question Banks. These will provide 

comprehensive practice material for every chapter. These are prepared by 

experienced teachers who have translated their expertise into making 

important questions from every chapter in order to facilitate wholesome 

learning of every concept.

Highlights of our Question banks:

 • Question Bank strictly as per the NCERT Curriculum

 • Variety of Questions from NCERT Textbooks

 • A synopsis of the important points from every chapter

 • Value Based Questions as specified by CBSE Board

 • Answers follow the marking scheme and the prescribed word limit

We feel extremely happy to offer our Question Banks and hope that with them, 

every student will discover a more thorough way of preparing and thereby 

excelling in their examinations. Though we have taken enough care to ensure 

our products to be error free, yet we welcome any feedback or suggestions that 

come our way for improvisation.

We wish you good luck for the forthcoming academic year!!

–Publisher
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UNIT 1: The Constitution
This unit focuses on the Constitution through first
highlighting why there is a need for laws and then
showing how the Constitution is the framework
that determines the making of laws in this
country. Aspects of secularism as well as economic
justice are highlighted with respect to the
Constitution.

Section 1
The Role of the Constitution and the Need for Laws
• On need for laws discussed through an

example like dowry,
• Role of Constitution in determining the

authority / legitimacy of the law,
• Laws and Dissent: Salt Satyagraha and a post-

1947 example such as anti-liquor agitation.
Section 2

• Vision set forth in the Indian Constitution with
a focus on secularism.

• On how an ideal of the Constitution translates
into a law

• On how ideals of secularism got translated into
fundamental rights.

• On Fundamental rights as human rights.
• On Fundamental Duties.
• On whether the fact that a law exists to secure

certain rights mean that in effect these rights
have been realised for all. This will be
discussed with examples from current efforts
of various marginalised communities to realise
their rights.

UNIT 2: Parliamentary Government
In this unit the functioning of parliamentary

government and the roles and responsibilities of
the various individuals involved in explained in
context. In addition the workings of the central
government are explained through the steps
involved in passing a new law that arose out of
people’s struggles.

Section 1
• Reasons why parliamentary form chosen in India.
• Main features of composition of parliament and

its role in debating a bill.
• Accountability of the govet. to the parliament.
• Role of President, PM and the Council of Ministers.

To enable students to:
• develop an understanding of the rule of law

and our involvement with the law,
• understand the Constitution as the primary

source of all our laws,
• understand laws as evolving and subject to

change.
• understand the vision and the values of the

Constitution,
• develop an appreciation of human rights

guaranteed in the Constitution
• appreciate our continuous involvement with

the constitution as a living document

To enable students to:
• understand why India chose a parliamentary

form of govt,
• gain a sense\rationale of the essential

elements of the parliamentary form of
government,

• analyse the role of people’s agency in placing
demands for legislation,

• understand the ways in which the government
and other groups respond to such issues.

Social Science Syllabus - Class VIII

RULE OF LAW AND SOCIAL JUSTICE

Rationale
The theme of law and social justice for Class VIII attempts to connect constitutional values and vision
to the reality of contemporary India and to look at the constitution as an inspiring and evolving
document. Some provisions of the constitution relating to fundamental rights, parliamentary form of
government, role of the judiciary and economic role of government are the topics discussed in this
light. The attempt is to move from listing rules and functions to discussing some of the key ideas
underlying the working of these institutions. The role of people as desiring and striving for a just
society and hence responding and evolving laws and structures that govern us is brought forth.

Objectives
The specific objectives of the course, where it is not clear from the rationale of the approach, are
indicated beside the themes to be taught in the course.

  Themes           Objectives

( v )



Case Study:
Debate between Nehru and Rajendra Prasad

on the real powers of the President.
Section 2

Understand central government through issue
of minimum wages or other struggles keeping
following in mind:
- Translation of felt need into law and the

critical features of the legislation.
- Implication of law.

UNIT 3: The Judiciary
This unit focuses on understanding the

judiciary through tracing a case from the lower
to the higher courts. It also examines the
difference between civil and criminal cases and
the difference between the police and the courts
as well as provides information on an FIR.

Section 1
• The structure and process followed by the

judiciary:
Trace a case from lower to higher courts.

• Distinguish between civil and criminal cases.
• Indicate the rationale of the process

Section 2
Difference between the roles of the police and

that of the courts.
• Role of the Public Prosecutor.
• On an FIR: filing one, on the illegality of the

police not accepting an FIR and the Supreme
Court’s directive on this.

UNIT 4: Social Justice and the Marginalised
This unit focuses on issues of social justice and

the marginalised. It first provides an
understanding of what is meant by ‘marginalised’
groups. It then discusses indepth the issue of
untouchability and reservations.

Section 1
A brief explanation of what is meant by

marginalised. Include how various communities
(SC, ST, OBC, minorities) fit in.
• Forms of social inequality – Constitutional

provisions relating to social justice.
• Effect of social inequalities on economic

inequalities.
• On Reservations.

Section 2
Different forms of untouchability that continue

to exist
• The law on manual scavenging with reference

to existing realities in rural and urban areas.

UNIT5: Economic Presence of the Government
Introduction of various ways by which

government is engaged in developmental
activities, especially in infrastructure and social
sectors. Explain with an example from this area
why we need the government, how is the provision
done, how does it impact upon people.

  Themes           Objectives

To enable students to:
• understand the main elements of our judicial

structure,
• appreciate the need for the processes followed,
• understand what an FIR is and how to file

one.

To enable students to:
• understand what is meant by marginalised,
• gain a critical understanding of social and

economic injustices,
• develop skills to analyse an argument from

the margianlised point of view.

To enable students to:
• think about the role of government sphere,
• see some links between people’s and role of

government.

( vi )



EARN WHILE YOU LEARN

Give us Feedback and make money for it!

 We at Oswaal Books try our best to make sure that our publications are error free. At the same time 

we also acknowledge that it is humane to make errors. It is this understanding that makes us strive to 

improve our publications on an on going basis.

So in case if you have any suggestions/comments or ideas, we will be excited to hear from you. You can either 

email us at contact@oswaalbooks.com or fill out the form below.

For each minor error, we will pay you Rs. 5 and for every major error we will pay you Rs. 10. These errors will 

be approved by our panel of authors and errors which have already been brought to our notice by some other 

reader will not be valid.

IMPORTANT NOTE : This is not a competition. This is an effort to make our books better for many more 

readers to come.

FEEDBACK - FORM

Date : 

QUESTION BANK

Social Science, Class-VIII

Your name with complete address & telephone number :__________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________

First Name  ______________________________  Last Name________________________________________

Date of Birth___________________________________________________________ Sex M/F______________

Address__________________________________________________________Pincode ___________________

Tel :  Mobile  E-mail _________________________________________________________________________

Receiving Dt.:___________
(Office use only)

( vii )



Name of your School / College _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name of the teacher or coaching class with address where you are studying :____________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Name and Address of the book-seller from where you have purchased this book :_________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Who recommended you this book :____________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

What else needs to be incorporated in the book according to your considered view :_______________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Any error (s)/irrelevent matter : ______________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Any suggestions you may be pleased to offer :___________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________

Fill in Hindi or English and send this Feedback Form to 

SWAATI JAIN, Oswaal Books 'Oswaal House' 1/11 Sahitya Kunj, M.G. Road, AGRA-282 002.

( viii )



CHAPTER

1

OUR PASTS – III
PART – 1

How, When and 
Where

 LET’S REVISE
 History is certainly about changes that occur over a period of time. It is about finding out how things 

were in the past and how they have changed.
 The dates we select, the dates around which we compose our story of the past, are not important on 

their own. They become vital because we focus on a particular set of events as important. In 1817, 
James Mill, a Scottish economist and political philosopher, published a massive three-volume work—
A History of British India. In this, he divided Indian history into three periods – Hindu, Muslim and 
British. This periodisation came to be widely accepted.

 We try and divide history into different periods to capture the characteristics of time and its central 
features as they appear to us.

 Moving away from British classification, historians have usually divided Indian history into ‘ancient’, 
‘medieval’ and ‘modern’.

 One important source of Indian history is the official record of the British administration. The 
Britishers believed that the act of writing was important. Every instruction, plan, policy decision, 
agreement and investigation had to be clearly written up.

 Letters and memos that moved from one branch of the administration to another in the early years of 
the nineteenth century can still be read in the archives.

 In the early years of the nineteenth century, these documents were copied out and beautifully written 
by calligraphists.

 By the middle of the nineteenth century, with the spread of printing, multiple copies of these records 
were printed as proceedings of each government department.

 The practice of surveying also became common under the colonial administration.
 By the early nineteenth century, detailed surveys were being carried out to map the entire country.
 These records tell us what the officials thought, what they were interested in, and what they wished to 

preserve for posterity. These records always help us understand what other people in the country felt, 
and what lay behind their actions.

 As printing spread, newspapers were published and issues were debated in public. Leaders and re-
formers wrote to spread their ideas; poets and novelists wrote to express their feelings.
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(A) Objective Type Questions : (Carrying 1 mark each)

 1. Who was asked by Robert Clive to produce maps of Hindustan ?
 (a) Danulle   (b) James Rennet 
 (c) James Mill    (d) William Durant 
 2. Some historians have divided Indian history into :
 (a) Medieval, Modern, Colonial  (b) Ancient, Medieval, Colonial 
 (c) Ancient, Medieval, Modern  (d) Ancient, Modern, Colonial 
 3. Colonisation means :
 (a) Conquest of one country by another. 
 (b) Subjugation of one country by another country. 
 (c) Subjugation of one country by another, leading to political, social and economic changes. 
 (d) Economic exploitation of one country by another. 
 4. Autobiographies are account of people written by :
 (a) Historians   (b) Calligraphists 
 (c) By other people   (d) Themselves
 5. Historians at present do not write about :
 (a) How people earned their livelihood  (b) What was produced 
 (c) How markets came up (d) Kings and battles
 6. Calligraphists are the people who :
 (a) Write official accounts. 
 (b) Are specialised in art and paintings. 
 (c) Are specialised in the art of beautiful hand-writing. 
 (d) Illustrate manuscripts.
 7. Many historians refer to British period in India as :
 (a) Modern (b) Colonial 
 (c) Political subjugation (d) Economic exploitation 
 8. Census means :
 (a) Official enumeration of the population after every 10 years. 
 (b) Official enumeration of the population after every 12 years. 
 (c) Official enumeration of the people after every 14 years. 
 (d) Official counting of the people after every 15 years. 
 9. The last Viceroy of India was :
 (a) Lord Irwin    (b) Lord Canning
  (c) Lord Hardinge    (d) Lord Mountbatten 
 10. Which of the following were not the sources of information of the British administration ?
 (a) Memos   (b) Reports 
 (c) Notes    (d) Diaries of Indians
Ans. 1. (b) 2. (c) 3. (c) 4. (d) 5. (c) 6. (c) 7. (b) 8. (a) 9. (d) 10. (d)

(B) Very Short Answer Type Questions :  (Carrying 1 mark each)

Q. 1. What do you mean by contemporary ?
Ans.  The term refers to the present or modern period or belonging to the present time.
Q. 2. What is Imperialism ?
Ans.  It is a political system based on extension of empire by conquest of colonies.
Q. 3. Who was James Mill ?
Ans.  He was a Scottish economist and a political philosopher who published a massive three volume 

work—A History of British India.
Q. 4. How did Mills divide Indian History ?
Ans.  He divided Indian History into three periods namely : (i) Hindu (ii) Muslim (iii) British.
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Q. 5. Why do we try and divide History into different periods ?
Ans.  We try and divide History into different periods to capture the characteristics of a time and its char-

acteristic feature.
Q. 6. What are the sources of information of the periods ?
Ans.  The sources of information of periods are : (i) Primary sources (ii) Secondary sources.
Q. 7. What is included in primary sources of History ?
Ans.  Government Reports, Literary and Artistic evidences like books and paintings and archaeological 

remains.
Q. 8. How the historians have divided the Indian history ?
Ans.  Historians have divided the Indian history into three parts :
 (i) Ancient 
 (ii) Medieval 
 (iii) Modern
Q. 9. Who was Warren Hastings ?
Ans.  He was the first Governor General of India.
Q.  10. When was Warren Hastings appointed as the Governor General of India ?
Ans.  Warren Hastings was appointed as the Governor General of India in 1773.
Q. 11. Where was National Archives in India located and when did it come up ?
Ans.  The National Archives in India came up in 1920s and it is located in Delhi.
Q. 12. What is Nationalism ?
Ans.  The system of a ring allegiance devotion and loyalty to one’s nation is known as Nationalism.
Q. 13. What is a Directory ?
Ans.  It was an executive council in frame which was set up under the new constitution in 1795. It gave 

the right to vote to the citizens.
Q. 14. What do you meant by the ‘civilizing mission’ ?
Ans.  This term is used by Europeans for modernizing the people of Asia and Africa to whom they con-

sidered as belonging to interior races.
Q. 15. What is Renaissance ?
Ans.  It means re-birth and refers to European history from 14th to 16th century when there was revival 

of art, learning and culture.

(C) Short Answer Type Questions :  (Carrying 2 or 3 marks each)

Q. 1. What are the features of modern age ?
Ans.  Following are the features of modern age :
 (i) Growth of democratic ideas and institution.
 (ii) Industrialization followed by Imperialism.
 (iii) Growth of scientific ideas.
 (iv) Rise of Humanism.
 (v) Growth of urban centres. 2
Q. 2. What is the meaning of Periodization of History ?
Ans.  Historians divided the history of world into three periods – Ancient, Modern and Medieval. Each 

period has some distinct features. The modern period of the history is said to have begun with 
exploration, renaissance and reformation movements. This classification of history into three 
periods is known as the periodization of History. 2

Q. 3. What points should be kept in mind while dividing (classifying) history ?
Ans.  Following are the points that should be kept in view or mind while classifying history into three 

parts.
 (i) There is no fixed date or proof as when the first period ended and the other period began.
 (ii) Each period evolved gradually from the previous one.
 (iii) In different continents, modern period began at different time. For example, modern period in 

Europe began in 15th century while in India it began in 18th century. 3
Q. 4. What was the importance of survey during British Rule ?
Ans. (i) The practice of surveying became important during colonial administration because the Brit-

ish believed that a country had to be properly known before it is effectively administrated.
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 (ii) In the early 19th century detailed surveys were being carried out to map the entire city to 
know the facts about religion.

 (iii) By the end of the 19th century, detailed survey of census were carried out. They gave us the 
detailed number of people in all provinces of India. 1 × 3 = 3

Q. 5. What are secondary sources of history ?
Ans.  The conclusions that are reached by scholars and historians after carefully examining and study-

ing the original source such as official documents, newspapers, magazines and original documents 
are known as secondary sources of history. The secondary sources of history provide us valuable 
information about the famous personalities and the contemporary societies and policies. 2

Q. 6. Why did the British preserve official documents ? [NCERT]
Ans.   (i) The British preserved the important official documents because these served as records that of 

what the officials thought, what they were interested in and what they wished for.
      (ii) According to the British, writing was more important than speaking as the documents in 

archives and museums can be utilized for reference at a much later period whenever required 
for the purpose of studying or debating.

    (iii) These can also serve as an information or proof of any decision or action taken earlier on some 
matter.  1 × 3 = 3

Q. 7. How is the information which historians get from old newspapers sometime differ from that 
found in the police reports ?  [NCERT]

Ans.  Information is essential for writing history of a time which can be gathered from various sources. 
Apart from official documents in the archives, historians also gather information from old 
newspapers, diaries of people, accounts of pilgrims, autobiographies of important personalities 
and booklets etc. Information found in newspapers varies as it was based on incidents that have 
happened across the country whereas the police reports are limited and localized. Because of this 
fact, sometimes the information got from police reports by the historians is not as useful as it is from 
old newspapers. However for any incidence the newspaper may not quote all the reasons behind 
it and it may be biased as per the thinking of reporter while in police records we could find some 
evidences for an incident along with unbiased reports.  3

Q. 8. What is the meaning of ‘Colonization’ in History ?  [NCERT]
Ans.  In history we can find that whenever one country invaded or conquered another, it brought about 

some changes in the society in terms of values, customs and practices. These kind of political, 
economic, social and cultural changes as a result of subjugation of one country by another are 
termed as ‘Colonization’ in history. 2

Q. 9. According to historians what is the meaning of the term ‘Colonial’ ?  [NCERT]
Ans.  During the British rule in India, people never enjoyed equality, freedom or liberty. During this 

period, Indian economy was exploited and channelized for the development of British economy. In 
history, this period of British rule has been termed as ‘Colonial’ by many historians. 2

Q. 10. Who were ‘Calligraphists’ ?  [NCERT]
Ans.  Calligraphists were experts in the art of beautiful handwriting. In the early years of the 19th century, 

important documents were carefully copied and beautifully written by the Calligraphists. 2

(D) Long Answer Type Questions : (Carrying 4 or 5 marks each)

Q. 1. What are the events covered in Modern History of India ?
Ans.  The events covered in the modern history of India are :
 (i) Establishment of company rule.
 (ii) The set up of British administration system i.e. land revenue, economic policies etc.
 (iii) The first war of India’s Independence—The Revolt of 1857.
 (iv) End of Mughal Empire.
 (v) Direct control over India by British Government.
 (vi) The new socio-economic reform movement began in India.
 (vii) The role of National leaders or era of rise of Nationalism.
 (viii) Freedom Movement and Independence. 5
Q. 2. What is the problem with the periodisation of Indian History that James Mill offers ?  [NCERT]
Ans.  In 1817, James Mill, a Scottish Economist and Political Philosopher, published a book—A History 

of British India. In this book, he divided Indian History into three periods – Hindu, Muslim and 
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British. According to Mill, before British came to India, Hindu and Muslim despots ruled this coun-
try. He said that religious intolerance, caste taboos and superstitious practices dominated social life. 
He also felt that without British help India would have never progressed.

  But Mill’s conception of dividing Indian History on the basis of religion has many flaws and so, it 
was not acceptable. We cannot characterize an age only through the religion of the rulers of that 
time. We know that a variety of faiths and religions existed simultaneously in these periods. Also 
all rulers in ancient India did not share the same faith. It is this country from where two other reli-
gions like—Buddhism and Jainism developed and spread to other parts of the world while Hindu 
religion also existed. 5

Q. 3. Why do we continue to associate History with a string of dates ? [NCERT]
Ans.  History is a record of significant events that have occurred over a period of time or on a particular 

day in the past. History is a subject which deals with past events such as when a battle was fought, 
period of dynasties, when a king was crowned, birth of any religion and other changes etc. History 
is also important to know the exact date and year of any particular event. Hence, we continue to 
associate history with a string of dates, since, details of any such events which have occurred in the 
past cannot be determined without referring to the specific dates. So in other words, we can say that 
history is synonymous with dates. 5

Q. 4. What is History ? Why and how do we periodise a time in History ? [NCERT]
Ans.  History is a record of significant events written in chronological order. It is the subject from 

where we find out how things were in the past and how things have changed in the past. 
We periodise a time in order to characterise it into different periods on the basis of some significant 
events that have happened during those days. These demarcations of time into different periods in 
the past is known as ‘Periodisation’, which become important for history as they help to reflect our 
ideas quickly about the happenings and changes from one period to the next. 5

Q. 5. What is Survey ? Give examples of different types of surveys conducted ? [NCERT]
Ans.  Survey means a study or investigation of important facts and figures regarding a particular subject, 

topic or a country for acquiring additional and specific information for further study or investiga-
tion.

 ; In the early 19th century, detailed surveys were conducted throughout the country in almost all the 
major fields such as, the topography, studying the cropping pattern, botanical surveys, zoological 
surveys, archeological surveys, anthropological   surveys and forest surveys etc in order to collect 
necessary information regarding the country. 5

Q. 6. What can a historian derive from surveys  ?  [NCERT]
Ans.  Surveys in any field are very important and crucial in the sense that they helps one to collect the 

right data, figures, information and reports regarding a subject. To a historian, surveys are equally 
important because a historian studies facts about history. To the historians, archeological surveys 
are important because they deal  with the past. A historian can come across certain informations 
like the ancient civilizations, the behaviors of human beings in the past, structure of the society, 
the culture and the traditions, habits and their livelihood. These are important because the histori-
ans can assess actual information prevalent during the period and what transformation has been 
brought or will be taking place in future. 5

Q. 7. Answer the following questions related to picture given below : 

 (i) What is depicted in this picture ? 
 (ii) Why are old advertisements important to us? 
 (iii) What does this advertisement suggest? [Value Based Question]
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Ans. (i) The third son of Queen Victoria of Britain, Prince Arthur—the Duke of Connaught, seated on 
horseback, is depicted in this picture.

 (ii) Old advertisements are important because they help us to understand how markets were cre-
ated for new products and secondly, how new tastes were popularized among the people.

 (iii) The advertisement of Lipton tea created in 1922 suggested that royalty all over the world con-
sumed this tea. 1+2+1

Q. 8. Read the source given and answer the questions that follow :
  Newspapers provide an account of the movements in different parts of the country. Here is a 

report of a police strike in 1946. More than 2000 policemen in Delhi refused to take their food on 
thursday morning as a protest against their low salaries and the bad quality of food supplied to 
them from the Police Lines kitchen.

 As the news spread to the other police stations, the men there also refused to take food. One of the 
strikers said: “The food supplied to us from the Police Lines kitchen is not fit for human consump-
tion. Even cattle would not eat the chapattis and dal which we have to eat.” 

 (i) Do you remember the source of this literary evidence ?        
 (ii) To which event the above source is related ?
 (iii) What was the grievance of the policemen ?
 (iv) What is the importance of these type of literary sources ? [Value Based Question]
Ans. (i) The report was published in ‘The Hindustan Times’ of 22 March 1946.
 (ii) This report was about a strike by policemen against the unhealthy food provided by the gov-

ernment.
 (iii) The grievance of policemen was that the government did not treat them well and provide 

inedible food.
 (iv)  These type of literary sources provide the information about those events and activities that 

do not get mentioned in official records. This type of source enlightens us about common men 
and events of past. 4

qq
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