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1

It was impossible.
It was hard to imagine that such an event could

occur. Even after it had occurred Devavrata found it hard
to believe. How could this have happened?

Impossible, impossible, Devavrata kept on repeating
to himself in his mind.

But King Shantanu's chariot had passed by - That
was the truth.

Even as a large crowd of nobles and general public
thronged Vardhman, the gateway to Hastinapur,
embellished exclusively to greet King Shantanu, he did
not, so much as even acknowledge their presence as his
chariot sped past them, leaving them utterly dazed and
flabbergasted.

Among them was Devavrata, who was King Shantanu's
son, but he was as bewildered as the general public.

He had spent his early years without a parent; his
merciless mother wanted him to be reared up by his father
who was too distraught by his mother's departure to even
acknowledge the child's existence.

Deserted by his wife, Shantanu abandoned his son to
be brought up at various ashrams under the stringent
observation of  the patron sages.

Handed back to his father, Devavrata saw a flicker
of parental love which proved too short-lived. He  raised
his hands to touch his father's feet only to drop them in
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dejection as his father's chariot whizzed passed him. Why
should he, in the first place, harbour any expectation from
his father, a father who hardly missed him?

His filial leanings, though, soon got over that murmur.
Presently his thoughts were concentrated on his father,

whose recent demeanour betrayed indisposition. Maybe
the separation from his wife was behind that. Devavrata
would often contemplate on the significance and power
of  love, affection, happiness, sorrow, expectations and
disappointment. Anyway, he was determined to detect the
cause and find the remedy.

Thus he rode his chariot to meet his father. He was
not to be deterred by any criticism, any unsavoury remarks.
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The royal palace wore an unusually deserted look. An
eerie calm prevailed in the immediate surroundings. The
welcoming mirth and hustle-bustle that greets a king back
to his kingdom from a journey was conspicuously missing.

Devavrata virtually forced himself into his father's
chamber and found him in deep melancholy and pain. It
took the king quite a while to notice his son's presence. If
the king was unwell, why was the official physician not
informed? Devavrata asked his father who brushed aside
the question as futile.

"There is no use," Shantanu said.
"Why?"
"Because I am not sick. I am distressed. No physician

can cure me of  my worries."
Shantanu's discourse revealed that he still regretted

and mulled the loss of his other seven sons who were
offered to the river Ganga by their mother. "Why should
Ganga take away my seven sons?" he groaned.

"Now you are my only son," Shantanu returned to
Devavrata, "and I have always felt that the father of an
only son is far more miserable than one who has no son."

As Devavrata wondered what his father meant by
that, Shantanu carried on.

"You are a warrior, my son," he said, "always ready
to fight. But even the most accomplished warrior must
meet his end one day. What if  you are killed in a battle,
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