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Passage: 
Read the given passage carefully and answer the Questions that follow.  
 
If I were to give a summary of the tendency of our times, I would say, Quantity. The 
multitude, the mass spirit, dominates everywhere, destroying quality. Our entire life 
production, politics, and education rests on quantity, on numbers. The worker, who 
once took pride in the thoroughness and quality of his work, has been replaced by 
brainless, incompetent automatons, who turn out enormous quantities of things, 
valueless to themselves, and generally injurious to the rest of mankind. Thus quantity, 
instead of adding to life's comforts and peace, has merely increased man's burden.  
 
In politics, naught but quantity counts. In proportion to its increase, however, 
principles, ideals, justice, and uprightness are completely swamped by the array of 
numbers. In the struggle for supremacy, the various political parties outdo each other 
in trickery, deceit, cunning, and shady machinations, confident that the one who 
succeeds is sure to be hailed by the majority as the victor. That is the only God  
Success. As to what expense, what terrible cost to character, is of no moment. We 
have not far to go in search of proof to verify this sad fact.  
 
Never before did the corruption, the complete rottenness of our government stand so 
thoroughly exposed; never before were the American people brought face to face with 
the Judas nature of that political body, which has claimed for years to be absolutely 
beyond reproach, as the mainstay of our institutions, the true protector of the rights 
and liberties of the people.  
 
Yet when the crimes of that party became so brazen that even the blind could see 
them, it needed but to muster up its minions, and its supremacy was assured. Thus the 
very victims, duped, betrayed, outraged a hundred times, decided, not against, but in 
favor of the victor. Bewildered, the few asked how could the majority betray the 
traditions of American liberty? Where was its judgment, its reasoning capacity? That 
is just it, the majority cannot reason; it has no judgment. Lacking utterly in originality 
and moral courage, the majority has always placed its destiny in the hands of others. 
Incapable of standing responsibilities, it has followed its leaders even unto 
destruction. Dr. Stockman was right: The most dangerous enemies of truth and justice 
in our midst are the compact majorities, the damned compact majority Without 
ambition or initiative, the compact mass hates nothing so much as innovation. It has 
always opposed, condemned, and hounded the innovator, the pioneer of a new truth.  
 



The oft repeated slogan of our time is, among all politicians, the Socialists included, 
that ours is an era of individualism, of the minority. Only those who do not probe 
beneath the surface might be led to entertain this view. Have not the few accumulated 
the wealth of the world? Are they not the masters, the absolute kings of the situation? 
Their success, however, is due not to individualism, but to the inertia, the cravenness, 
the utter submission of the mass. The latter wants but to be dominated, to be led, to be 
coerced. As to individualism, at no time in human history did it have less chance of 
expression, less opportunity to assert itself in a normal, healthy manner.  
 
The individual educator imbued with honesty of purpose, the artist or writer of 
original ideas, the independent scientist or explorer, the non-compromising pioneers 
of social changes are daily pushed to the wall by men whose learning and creative 
ability have become decrepit with age.  
 
Educators of Ferrer's type are nowhere tolerated, while the dietitians of predigested 
food, a la Professors Eliot and Butler, are the successful perpetuators of an age of 
nonentities, of automatons. In the literary and dramatic world, the Humphrey Wards 
and Clyde Fitches are the idols of the mass, while but few know or appreciate the 
beauty and genius of an Emerson, Thoreau, Whitman; an Ibsen, a Hauptmann, a 
Butler Yeats, or a Stephen Phillips. They are like solitary stars, far beyond the horizon 
of the multitude.  
 
Publishers, theatrical managers, and critics ask not for the quality inherent in creative 
art, but will it meet with a good sale, will it suit the palate of the people? Alas, this 
palate is like a dumping ground; it relishes anything that needs no mental mastication. 
As a result, the mediocre, the ordinary, the commonplace represents the chief literary 
output. 
 
 
 
Question 
Which of the following cannot be inferred from the passage? 
 
(A) There are a few who Question the judgment of the masses. 
(B) Masses are not the victims of their own choices. 
(C) Present times do not give the opportunity to express individualism in a healthy 
manner. 
(D) People do not seek quality that is inherent in the creative arts. 
(E) None of the above 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation:  



Option (1) can be inferred by the line, Bewildered, the few asked traditions of 
American liberty? Option (3) is supported by the last line of the fifth paragraph while 
option (4) is mentioned in the first line of the last paragraph. The fourth paragraph 
mentions that the despite the publicly known crimes of the political parties, the masses 
continue to support them. This suggests that the masses are the victims of their own 
choices, negating option (2). 
 
 
 
Question 
Why does the author summarize his time as that of 'quantity'? 
 
(A) Quality, generally, is injurious to mankind. 
(B) Workers are more concerned with quantity than quality. 
(C) Automatons are competent enough to produce high quantity and not high quality 
products. 
(D) Quantity dominates all spheres of life. 
(E) None of the above 
 
Answer: D 
 
Explanation:  
The author explains in the first paragraph that quantity is predominant in all spheres of 
life. 
Question 
What does the author mean by 'the Judas nature of that political body'? 
 
(A) The present nature of the political body is that of rendering honest service to the 
public. 
(B) The present trait of the political body is to safeguard the traditions of American 
liberty and maintain their supremacy. 
(C) The present nature of the political body is being pretentious in protecting peoples' 
rights while, actually, working for the party's advancement to supremacy. 
(D) The present nature of the political body is openly portrayed as that of a party 
which is working for its mass supporters. 
(E) None of the above 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation:  
The third and fourth paragraphs clearly explain that on one hand, parties claim to 
protect rights and liberties of the people while on the other, they work only to gain 
their supremacy. Options (1), (2) and (4) are contrary to the passage because the 



author explains that political parties are interested in neither safeguarding peoples' 
rights nor working for their mass supporters. 
 
 
 
 
Question 
The author favours individual educators because 
 
(A) they accept that their creative abilities have diminished with age. 
(B) they are honest about publicly accepting their mistakes 
(C) they, unlike politicians, are challenged by their readers or masses. 
(D) they are honest. 
(E) they do not compromise their ideas for anybody. 
 
Answer: E 
Explanation:  
Option (1) is incorrect because individual educators are different from those men 
whose creative abilities have diminished with age. Options (2), (3) and (4) are 
irrelevant. Option (5) is supported by the sixth paragraph of the passage as it states 
that they are the non compromising pioneers of social change" who are daily pushed 
to the wall by men whose learning and creative ability has become decrepit with age. 
 
 
Question 
The author gives examples from the spheres of politics and literature because 
 
(A) he wants to reveal the state of the individual educator of the present time. 
(B) he wants to show the importance given to quantity over quality. 
(C) he is upset by the lack of appreciation given to writers like Ibsen. 
(D) he wants to condemn the corrupt ways of politicians and the lack of concern for 
authors by publishers and critics. 
(E) he knows more about these two 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation:  
Refer to the seventh paragraph. The author has mentioned the spheres of politics and 
literature in order to give examples for the fact that quality and character are 
compromised in the present time in order to cater to the masses. This supports option 
(2). Options (1) and (3), though true, are narrow in scope. Options (4) and (5) are not 
supported by the passage. 



 
 
 
Question 
According to the author, it can be inferred that: 
 
(A) minorities are afraid to Question the authorities in power. 
(B) writers like Emerson are not creative enough to write for the masses. 
(C) that which does not require reasoning is preferred by the masses. 
(D) corruption and deceit are acceptable as long as they are for the benefit of the 
minority. 
(E) All of the above 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation:  
Options (1) and (4) cannot be inferred from the passage. Option (2) contradicts the 
passage as the author states that that writers like Emerson are not appreciated by the 
masses that prefer predigested food over mental mastication. Option (3) can be 
inferred from the passage because the last lines of the passage confirm the author's 
views about mass mentality 'it relishes anything that needs no mental mastication'. 
 
 
 
Question 
Why does the author pitch Clyde Fitches as 'the idol of the mass' and Emerson, 
Thoreau, etc., as the 'solitary stars, far behind the horizon of the multitude'? 
 
(A) In order to show that all these authors and many others can be appreciated by the 
masses 
(B) In order to reveal the importance of all these writers during the present times of 
automatons 
(C)  In order to reveal the need for writers who could write for the masses   
(D) In order to reveal the difference between the works of those who, like automatons, 
write for the masses and those who are writers of original ideas  
(E) Both (1) and (4) 
 
Answer: D 
Explanation:  
The author presents this comparison in the seventh paragraph. Option (1) is clearly 
incorrect because Emerson and others like him were not appreciated by the masses. 
Option (2) is negated because even though the author's tone clearly suggests that he 
thinks writers like Emerson were much more talented than those like Clyde Flitches, 



he doesn't talk of their importance in context of the present times. Option (3) is ruled 
out because the passage suggests that the author does not support those who write for 
the masses. Option (4) is supported by the sixth and the seventh paragraphs of the 
passage. 
 
 
Question 
Why does the author quote Dr. Stockman's view of the majority? 
 
(A) He is a pupil of Dr. Stockman and believes that his view of the majority is 
absolutely true. 
(B) He is not impressed by Dr. Stockman's view and understanding of the majority's 
behavior. 
(C) He agrees wholeheartedly with Dr. Stockman's view of the majority's behavior. 
(D) He believes that Dr. Stockman's view of the majority's behavior is baseless. 
(E) None of the above 
 
Answer: C 
Explanation:  
Dr. Stockman's view of the majority is stated in the fourth paragraph and the author 
clearly agrees with this view. Option (1) is irrelevant while options (3) and (4) are in 
negation of the passage. 
 
Question 
Read the following passage carefully and answer the Questions given below it. 
Certain words in the passage are printed in bold to help you to locate them easily 
while answering some of the Questions. 
 
The University Grants Commission's directive to college and university lecturers to 
spend a minimum of 22 hours a week in direct teaching is the product of budgetary 
cutbacks rather than pedagogic wisdom. It may seem odd, at first blush, that teachers 
should protest about teaching a mere 22 hours. However, if one considers the amount 
of time academics require to prepare lectures of good quality as well as the time they 
need to spend doing research, it is clear that most conscientious teachers work more 
than 40 hours a week. In university systems around the world, lecturers rarely spend 
more than 12 to 15 hours in direct teaching activities a week. The average college 
lecturer in India does not have any office space. If computers are available, internet 
connectivity is unlikely. Libraries are poorly stocked. Now the UGC says universities 
must implement a complete freeze on all permanent recruitment, abolish all posts 
which have been vacant for more than a year, and cut staff strength by 10 per cent. 
And it is in order to ensure that these cutbacks do not affect the quantum of teaching 



that existing lecturers are being asked to work longer. Obviously, the quality of 
teaching and academic work in general will decline. While it is true that some college 
teachers do not take their classes regularly, the UGC and the Institutions concerned 
must find a proper way to hold them accountable. An absentee teacher will continue 
to play truant even if the number of hours he is required to teach goes up. 
All of us are well aware of the unsound state that the Indian higher education system 
is in today. Thanks to years of sustained financial neglect, most Indian universities 
and colleges do no research worth the name. Even as the number of students entering 
colleges has increased dramatically, public investment in higher education has 
actually declined in relative terms. Between 1985 and 1997, when public expenditure 
on higher education as a percentage of outlays on all levels of education grew by more 
than 60 per cent in Malaysia and 20 per cent in Thailand, India showed a decline of 
more than 10 per cent. Throughout the world, the number of teachers in higher 
education per million population grew by more than 10% in the same period; in India 
it fell by one per cent. Instead of transferring the burden of government apathy on to 
the backs of the teachers, the UGC should insist that the needs of the country's 
university system are adequately catered for. 
 
 
 
Question 
Why does the UGC want to increase the direct teaching hours of university teachers? 
 
(A) UGC feels that the duration of contact between the teacher and the student should 
be more. 
(B) UGC wants teachers to spend more time in their departments. 
(C) UGC wants teachers to devote some time to improve university administration. 
(D) UGC does not have money to appoint additional teachers. 
(E) None of these 
 
Answer: E 
Explanation:  
The passage mentions that UGC's directive to increase the direct teaching hours of 
University teachers is a consequence of budgetary cutbacks, which does not mean that 
the government has no money to appoint additional teachers. Therefore option (4) is 
incorrect. Options (1), (2) and (3) are not mentioned in the passage. Therefore, the 
correct answer is (5). 
 
 
Question 
Which of the following is the reason for the sorry state of affairs of the Indian 
Universities, as mentioned in the passage? 



 
(A) The poor quality of teachers 
(B) Involvement of teachers in extracurricular activities 
(C) Politics within and outside the departments 
(D) Heavy burden of teaching hours on the teachers 
(E) Not getting enough financial assistance 
 
Answer: E 
Explanation:  
Refer to 'All of us are well aware of the unsound state that the Indian higher education 
is in today. Thanks to years of sustained financial neglect, most Indian Universities do 
no research worth the name'. Therefore, the answer is (5). 
 
 
Question 
Which of the following statements is/are true in the context of the passage? 
 
(A) Most colleges do not carry out research worth the name. 
(B) UGC wants lecturers to spend minimum 22 hours a week in direct teaching. 
(C) Indian higher education system is in unsound state. 
 
(A) Only (A) and (C) 
(B) All (A), (B) and (C) 
(C) Only (C) 
(D) Only (B) 
(E) Only (B) and (C) 
 
Answer: B 
Explanation:  
(A) and (C) are mentioned in the 2nd paragraph. (B) is the very first statement. 
Therefore, option (2) is the correct answer. 
 
 
Question 
Besides direct teaching, University teachers spend considerable time in doing which 
of the following activities? 
 
(A) Administrative activities such as admissions 
(B) Supervising examinations and correcting answer papers 
(C) Carrying out research in their subjects and preparing for lectures 
(D) Maintaining research equipment and libraries 
(E) Developing liaision with the user organisations 



 
Answer: C 
Explanation:  
The passage says that the a lecturer spends more than 40 hours a week to do research 
and prepare lectures of good quality. Therefore, the answer is (3). 
 
 
Question 
Which of the following statements is not true in the context of the passage? 
 
(A) UGC wants teachers to spend a minimum of 40 hours a week in teaching. 
(B) Some college teachers do not engage their classes regularly. 
(C) The average college teacher in India does not have any office space. 
(D) UGC wants universities to abolish all posts which have been vacant for more than 
a year. 
(E) All are true 
 
Answer: A 
Explanation:  
UGC wants lecturers to spend a minimum of 22 hours a week in direct teaching. 
Therefore, option (1) is not true. 
 
 
Question 
Between 1985-1997, the number of teachers in higher education per million 
population, in India has______________ 
 
(A) increased by 60%. 
(B) increased by 20%. 
(C) decreased by 22%. 
(D) decreased by 10%. 
(E) decreased by 1%. 
 
Answer: E 
Explanation:  
Refer to 'throughout the world, the number of teachers’ in India, it fell by one per 
cent.' Therefore, option (5) is the correct answer. 
 
 
Question 
Which of the following statements is not true in the context of the passage? 
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