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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

The world of animals and insects is truly wondrous. If we delve a little 
deeper, we will be amazed at the similarities between their ways and 
ours. In fact, at times their industriousness, skill, resourcefulness, and 
knowledge are awe-inspiring. 

This series focuses on the unique world of animals and insects, revealing 
their incredible habits and amazing skills. Ants that build colonies, 
worms that produce light, tiny polyps that build huge reefs under 
water—these are just some of the myriad examples to show that nature 
never ceases to amaze. 

While revealing little-known facts and amazing secrets of the animal 
world, these books will entertain and enrich young minds.  I hope that 
as they leaf through the pages, readers will also feel inspired to protect 
the beautiful world brought to life within these covers. More importantly, 
I look forward to these books making young readers realize that the 
world of animals is meant to be explored and appreciated rather than 
destroyed for selfish reasons.
 

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change



ontentsC
Elephant

Egyptian vulture

Chimpanzee

Hyacinth macaw

Red howler monkey 

Bottlenose dolphin

Woodpecker 
finch

Caterpillar

Wasp

Mongoose

Phalarope

Squirrel

Words to 
remember

6-7

8-9

10-
11

12-13

14-
15

16-17

18-19

20-
21

22-23

24-
25

26-27

28-
29

30



In countries like India, Myanmar, 
Thailand, and most of South Asia, 
elephants are still used for heavy 
work, such as uprooting trees and 

moving logs or other loads. 

Name: Elephant     

Handy tool: Tree branches, leaves, and bark 

Home: Asia and Africa 

The elephant family has 
three distinct members—
the Asian (or Indian) 
elephant, the African bush 
elephant, and the African 
forest elephant. Elephants 
are not just the largest land 
animals, they are perhaps 
the most intelligent, too.

Jumbo 
Bunch



Elephants can send long-
distance messages to 
other elephants. They do 
so by sending a signal 
or sound (that humans 
usually cannot hear) 
through the ground. Far 
away, other elephants 
pick up these rumbling 
sounds through their 
sensitive feet. 

Hear, hear

An elephant has a long trunk, which it uses like an arm. But, the 
trunk is not long enough to reach all parts of its big body. So, if 
the elephant feels an itch, it scratches that part with a long stick, 
branch or twig. The animal is also known to use the branch as a 
fl yswatter. Some elephants have been seen digging holes to drink 
water, then ripping the bark from a tree, chewing it into the shape 
of a ball, and blocking the hole with this ball. This way, they can go 
back to this spot to drink water. 
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Name: Egyptian vulture  

Handy tool: Stone 

Home: Parts of Asia, Europe, and Africa

The Egyptian vulture belongs to the 
large vulture family. It is also known 
as ‘Pharaoh’s chicken’, as it is often 
seen sculptured on ancient Egyptian 
monuments. This bird was a symbol 
for Nekhbet, an ancient Egyptian 
goddess. In Turkey, it is also called 
‘white feather’ because of its white plumage. 
  The primary source of food for these vultures is carrion, 
or dead animals. By eating carrion, the vultures help keep 
their surroundings clean. 

White Feathers

work squad nature’s handymen



The Egyptian vulture is well known 
for its ability to use tools. Very 
often, the bird uses one particular 
tool to get hold of its favourite 
food—ostrich eggs.
  The ostrich egg has a very hard 
shell, which is diffi cult to break. 
So, the vulture uses stones. It lifts 
a stone with its beak, and strikes 
the egg repeatedly until a big hole 
is formed. Through this hole, the 
vulture slurps up the yummy egg.

Clever Bird

Sometimes, Egyptian vultures roll 
in dirt to remove oil and tiny pests 

from their feathers. In the process, 
they make their white plumage dirty. 

Hence, in Germany they are called 
‘Schmutzgeier‛, which means 

‘dirt-vultures‛. 

The vulture was considered a symbol 
of royalty in ancient Egypt, and occurs 
commonly in ancient Egyptian writings, called 
hieroglyphs. However, today its numbers are 
declining in many parts of the world, including 
Europe, the Middle East, India, and Africa. 

Declining glory 
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