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A note by Dr R K Pachauri

India has made tremendous progress in the last 
century, with growth in business, industry, and science 

and technology. But our population has increased at a 
tremendous  rate,  and our cities are expanding rapidly into 
huge concentrations of human activity, often swallowing 
up forests and other natural spaces. 

This series endeavours to acquaint children with India’s 
natural and man-made heritage. We are endowed with a 
wide variety of flora and fauna and have also inherited 
beautiful monuments—forts, places of worship, palaces, 
and tombs—reflecting our glorious and multicultural 
past. Children, especially in towns and cities, are not 
very familiar with these. We need to take pride in 
these wonders around us, and preserve them for future 
generations. 

I hope that by highlighting the rich heritage and natural 
diversity of India, these books will inspire our youth 
to make personal and civic choices that are better for 
families, communities, and our natural heritage. Children, 
being leaders of tomorrow, are ideally placed to create a 
beautiful, peaceful, and healthy future for the nation.

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Birds: our 
feathered 
friends
Birds are amongst the 
few creatures that 
can fl y! They live in all 
kinds of areas—from 
mountains, deserts, 
forests, and fi elds to 
seas and rivers, and even 
our homes. Many birds 
like geese, ducks, and cranes 
live in colder regions such 
as Europe in summer. During 
winter, when it is too cold, and 
there is not enough food, 
they fl y thousands of 
kilometres to warmer 
areas like India. 
This is known as 
bird migration.

Birds play an 
important role in 
nature. Many birds 
eat insects that 
cause harm to 
plants. Others, 
while feeding on 
the nectar of 
fl owers, help 
in pollination. 
Fruit-eating 
birds like pigeons 

Bugun liocichla 

Open-billed storks

Great Indian bustard



spread the seeds 
of trees. Birds like 
the vulture feed on 
waste, and keep our 
surroundings clean. 

However, our 
feathered friends 

are in danger. With 
trees being cut down 
and lakes and rivers 

fast disappearing, 
birds can no longer 

fi nd food to eat 
and places to build nests. 

Many bird species, like 
the Siberian and sarus 

cranes, have vanished from 
India. Many others, such as 

bustards, are in danger. 

The good news is that all 
is not lost. In the past 

few years, birds that were 
earlier believed to have 

disappeared, have been re-
discovered. Also, new birds 

have been found, like the 
Bugun liocichla, discovered 

in 2006 by Ramana Athreya. 
These recent discoveries 
give us hope that despite 

the threat to their lives and 
homes, birds are surviving.  

Geese

Asian koel

Sarus crane
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How can you 
recognize the 
peacock?
The peacock, or 
the male Indian 

peafowl, is amongst the 
prettiest birds of India. It has 
beautiful blue-green feathers, a royal 
blue neck and breast, and a fan-shaped crest 
on top of its head. The tail feathers are long and green 
with markings that look like eyes. The female (peahen) is a dull brown 
bird with a white throat and green neck. The peacock‛s loud ‘payou‛ call 
can be heard in forests, usually during early mornings and late evenings. 
 
What does the peacock eat?
The peacock eats seeds, grain, fruits, insects, and small 
animals such as mice. The bird is known to feed on 
young cobras.

Peacock
Scientifi c name:
Pavo cristatus

• It can be seen 
all over India, 
especially in semi-
desert areas, 
parks, and forests. 

• Though originally 
from India, it 
is now found in 
various parts of 
the world.

I am 
India‛s 
national 
bird!



The peacock is considered sacred by the 

Hindus. Lord Krishna’s crown always has a 

peacock feather. The peacock was the vehicle 

for Karthikeya, Lord Shiva’s son.

Where does the 
peacock build its nest?
Peacock nests are found 
on the ground, hidden 
under thorny bushes. 
The nests are shallow 
and made of sticks, 
leaves, and grass. During 
its nesting season, 
the peacock dances to 
attract a peahen, while 
spreading its tail to show 
its beautiful colours.

Did you know?
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