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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

‘Quirky’ is possibly the word farthest from our minds when we think of 
nature. But it is a fact that underneath the beauty lies a side of nature that 
is completely out of the ordinary. Not many of us are aware of this facet, 
but once it is introduced to us, we cannot help but be amazed.

This series focuses on the most remarkable, yet little-known wonders 
of the natural world. From the tiniest to the world’s biggest and heaviest 
flower; a fruit that looks like a hand; a desert full of salt; carpenter bees 
and tailor birds; from smoking hills to ringing rocks—these 
are indeed the most peculiar among animals, fruits, flowers, and 
natural phenomena. 

By introducing children to the oddest and strangest, these books are 
sure to imbibe in them an inquisitiveness to learn more about nature. 
At a time and age when our future generations are at risk of getting 
more and more cut off from the world around them, this series will 
rekindle their interest by focusing on the unusual. I hope these pages 
will also instil in young minds a sense of responsibility to care for the 
environment that has so much surprise in store.  

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Foxes and rabbits 

would love to move 
into such homes. 

And badgers 
often leave 
behind these 

homes when 

they move to 
new places. 

These badger 

homes are called 
‘setts’. They are 

underground 
tunnels, many of  which 

join up with each 

other. Setts have more 

than one entrance—some 
of  them have over 

Ready, sett, dig!
Badger sett



6-7

Badgers live in 
large groups, 
and many have 
‘family homes‛ 
that are a 
hundred 
years old!

fifty of  them!

Badgers like to dig their 

homes in sandy mud. They 

choose sloping ground 

so that rainwater can flow 

down and away from their 

tunnels. Badgers use dry 
grass, straw, and leaves to 

make comfy beds. Below 

the ground, a sett is as 

grand as a mansion! 

A badger’s sett is low in height but quite w
ide.



Small is beautiful

Baby hummingbirds could easily complain about 

growing up in teeny-weeny homes. 

Their nests are cup shaped and as small as walnuts!

Hummingbird nests
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

   
   

Hummingbirds build their nests fi ve to fi fteen feet above the ground.



8-9

Even then, 

the mother 
hummingbird fills up 
the nest with some amazing 

things. Inside, the nest is made of  spider 

webs, soft plant pieces, cotton puffs, and 

smooth leaf  hair. The spider webs have 

super glue power to stretch the nest 

without breaking. On top of  this is a layer 
of  moss and more leaves with more spider 
webs. The outside is made of  seeds and 

small twigs. This hides the nest from 

enemies and keeps it cool. The little nest 

is a great home for the mother 
and babies.

If the 
temperature 
in the nest heats 
more than 
thirty-fi ve 
degrees Celsius, 
the hummingbird‛s 
eggs get cooked.



Log cabins and tree houses are great places 

to stay in. Carpenter bees also seem to think 
so. Their nests are usually in pine, fir, oak and 

redwood trees. Carpenter bees also make their 

nests in birdhouses, wooden fences, door and 

window frames, wooden swings,
and furniture.

Furniture homes
Carpenter bees

                                                                  Carpenter bees do not eat wood, they use it to build their cells.
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