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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

‘Quirky’ is possibly the word farthest from our minds when we think of 
nature. But it is a fact that underneath the beauty lies a side of nature that 
is completely out of the ordinary. Not many of us are aware of this facet, 
but once it is introduced to us, we cannot help but be amazed.

This series focuses on the most remarkable, yet little-known wonders 
of the natural world. From the tiniest to the world’s biggest and heaviest 
flower; a fruit that looks like a hand; a desert full of salt; carpenter bees 
and tailor birds; from smoking hills to ringing rocks—these 
are indeed the most peculiar among animals, fruits, flowers, and 
natural phenomena. 

By introducing children to the oddest and strangest, these books are 
sure to imbibe in them an inquisitiveness to learn more about nature. 
At a time and age when our future generations are at risk of getting 
more and more cut off from the world around them, this series will 
rekindle their interest by focusing on the unusual. I hope these pages 
will also instil in young minds a sense of responsibility to care for the 
environment that has so much surprise in store.  

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Take a deep underwater cave, fill it 

with millions of  litres of  water 

over the years and voila, you have a blue hole!  

A blue hole is a circular depression in 

the ocean with water that is deep blue in 
colour. When seen from the top, it makes a 

stunning picture as it stands out from the 

Down under
Blue holes

Th
e 

Dean’s Blue Hole on Long Island, Bahamas, is the world’s deepest blue hole.



6-7

The people of the 
Bahamas believe 
that a giant sea 
monster ‘Lusca‛ lives 
around the blue 
hole of the Andros 
Island. It is said to 
be able to 
eat a horse in
one mouthful!

light blue water of  the ocean 
around it. Blue holes were shaped way 
back in the Ice Ages.  During this 

time, caves on land slowly wore down 
with rainwater. As the ice melted, 

and the ocean waters 
rose, these caves sank and filled 

up with fresh or salt water to 
become blue holes. Blue holes have 

very little oxygen, so  only bacteria 
can survive here. 



Yummy all over!

Think big and brown, and chocolates may or 
may not come to your mind. But, for some people 

they did. They went on to name more than a 
thousand perfectly cone-shaped hills 
in Bohol, Philippines, Chocolate Hills. 

Covered by grass, these hills look like
half  moons on the ground. 

Chocolate Hills

Chocolate Hills are actually made of grass-covered limestone.



In summer, the grass on the hills begins 

to turn brown. From a distance, the 

hills look like delightful mounds 
of  chocolate. 

These hills are so faultlessly arranged that 

it is hard to believe that time and weather 

made them, not man. They 
are about a hundred 
to four hundred feet 
tall and spread over fifty 

square kilometres. 

Strange, but
yummy too!

8-9

A legend goes that 
two giants at war 
hurled stones at 
each other. They 
soon turned friends 
and left, but their 
battlefi eld mess 
stayed as the 
Chocolate Hills!



Hues to stay
Coloured sands of Chamarel
Chamarel in Mauritius has a permanent 
rainbow on its soil. The sand here 

has seven colours—brown, violet-
purple, green, blue, red, ochre, 

and yellow. The colours are permanent 
and do not get washed away or mix with 

Erosion of these volcanic rocks results in astonishing colours.
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