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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

‘Quirky’ is possibly the word farthest from our minds when we think of 
nature. But it is a fact that underneath the beauty lies a side of nature that 
is completely out of the ordinary. Not many of us are aware of this facet, 
but once it is introduced to us, we cannot help but be amazed.

This series focuses on the most remarkable, yet little-known wonders 
of the natural world. From the tiniest to the world’s biggest and heaviest 
flower; a fruit that looks like a hand; a desert full of salt; carpenter bees 
and tailor birds; from smoking hills to ringing rocks—these 
are indeed the most peculiar among animals, fruits, flowers, and 
natural phenomena. 

By introducing children to the oddest and strangest, these books are 
sure to imbibe in them an inquisitiveness to learn more about nature. 
At a time and age when our future generations are at risk of getting 
more and more cut off from the world around them, this series will 
rekindle their interest by focusing on the unusual. I hope these pages 
will also instil in young minds a sense of responsibility to care for the 
environment that has so much surprise in store.  

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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The pepino melon is a strange 

fruit with a three-in-
one taste. If  you don’t 
like eating salads and fruits 
but have to, you can slice up 

a pepino. It tastes like 
cucumber, pear, 
and melon—all at the 

same time. It smells very sweet 

and a little like a banana 
too! Pepinos look as interesting 

as they taste. They are round 
or oval and light yellow in colour with 

purple lines. They have a smooth skin outside and 

are orangey and pulpy inside. Pepinos have plenty 
of  seeds that are eaten with the fleshy fruit. 

3-in-1
Pepino melon
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The pepino 
has as many 
names as it has 
fl avours. It 
is also known 
as treemelon, 
bushmelon, and 
mellowfruit.

This unusual fruit is eaten raw 
and in salads as well. 

The pepino fruit comes 
from Peru. Now it is also grown 

in California and
New Zealand. 

The pepino melon was fi 

rs
t g

ro
wn in

 Peru in South America.



Sweet and ugly

One look at this fruit and you will know why it is called              

 the ugli fruit. Yet, people in Jamaica love its  

sweet and sour taste. The ugli fruit is thought to   
be a mix-up of  tangerine and grapefruit by nature. 

Ugli fruit

The ugli fr
uit  was found growing wild in Jamaica in 1924.
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The ugli fruit has a very thick 
but soft peel. It has an ugly, wrinkled 

skin and is lumpy all over. It is    

greenish-yellow and patchy  
in colour. When ripe and ready to eat, the  
  ugli fruit looks rotten enough to be 

thrown. When cut, the fruit opens  
  up as two heart shapes. The 

wedges inside are covered with a skin 
that tastes like paper. Yet, the fruit 

is delicious.

Americans 
call this fruit 
‘ugli‛, but 
Jamaicans call 
it ‘hoo-glee‛.



Stink beans

No matter how fresh petai beans are, they always 
smell rotten. In fact, they smell so awful that it is 

hard to bring them close to your mouth. 

Petai beans
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