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Flowers add beauty to our environs. They play a vital role 
in enabling plants to reproduce. Their colours and shapes 

facilitate pollination, seed growth, and seed dispersal. 
Learning about Flowers highlights interesting facts about 

flowers through exciting activities, games, and puzzles. These 
easy-to-do activities promote creative thinking and problem 
solving among young minds, making the title a fun supplement 
to their textbooks. It introduces them to the amazing world 

of flowers and their significance in day-to-day life.
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Swayam Ganguly was born and brought up in Jamshedpur 
and currently resides in Kolkata. He is an author, freelance 

director, and editorial consultant, but what excites him most 
is working on content for children.

Swayam Ganguly





Learning about

Flowers

NAME...................................................................

CLASS...................................................................

SCHOOL...............................................................

Swayam Ganguly

The Energy and Resources Institute



An imprint of The Energy and Resources Institute

© The Energy and Resources Institute, 2016

First published in 2016 by
The Energy and Resources Institute 

TERI Press
Darbari Seth Block, IHC Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110 003, India

Tel. 2468 2100/4150 4900, Fax: 2468 2144/2468 2145
India +91 n Delhi (0)11

Email: teripress@teri.res.in n Website: http://bookstore.teriin.org

ISBN 978-81-7993-436-4

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a 
retrieval system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, 

photocopying, recording or otherwise, without
 the prior permission of the publisher.

All export rights for this book vest exclusively with The Energy and Resources 
Institute (TERI). Unauthorized export is a violation of terms

 of sale and is subject to legal action.

Author: Swayam Ganguly
Publishing Head: Anupama Jauhry

Editorial and Production Teams: Nandita Bhardwaj, Ekta Sharma,  
Himanshi Sharma; Aman Sachdeva

Design and Illustration Teams: Santosh Gautam;Vijay Nipane
Image Researcher: Shilpa Mohan

Printed and bound in India

This book is printed on recycled paper.



What is a Flower? 4 

Origin of Flower-bearing Trees 5

Parts of a Flower  6

The Role Flowers Play  7

How Flowers Eat and Grow?  8

Life cycle of a Flowering Plant  9

Types of Flowers  10

Uses of Flowers  11

Flowers as Medicine  12

Flowers as other Products 13

Poisonous Flowers  14

National Pride 15

Amazing Flower Facts  16

Flowers as Symbols 17 

Record Breakers  18

Global Warming and Flowers  19

Quick Contest  20

Answers  21–24

Contents



What is a Flower?
A flower is the reproductive part of a plant, which is also called the bloom or the blossom. 
The colourful petals of a flower surround its seed-bearing part. Even outside the petals is 
the green, leaf-like sepal that encases the developing bud and supports the petals when  
in bloom. The flower is attached to a stalk.

Colour brightly!
We have lost our 
glory!  Identify the 
shapes and their 
matching shades, and 
then fill colours to 
make us lively again. 

Did you know?
Although we don’t have colourful petals, some of us are flowers too. Can you circle  
us out from the pictures given below? Do you know why we are considered flowers?  
Give one reason in the blank space below.

Cabbage

......................................................................................................................................................................

Cauliflower

Potato Broccoli

Gooseberries

red green pink brown yellow blue purple green



Trace me out
I am a water lily, one 
of the oldest aquatic 
flowering plants on 
Earth. In the past, 
I had a gigantic 
size. My fossils, or 
preserved remains or 
impressions on rock,  
show lily pads up to 
four feet wide. As I 
evolved over several 
thousands of years, 
I changed into the 
smaller size that I have 
today. Join the dots 
and trace me out to 
see how I look. Then 
colour me bright. 

Origin of Flower-bearing Trees 
Flowers did not always exist on Earth. Flowering plants, also known as angiosperms, 
made their first appearance 140 million years ago. Before that only ferns and cone 
bearing trees could be found on Earth. 

Guess my name
I have large, glossy leaves and huge, fragrant, 
white blossoms.  In the evolutionary history 
of Earth, I am one of the most primitive 
terrestrial flowering plants. Fossil records 
show that I once existed in Europe, North 
America, and Asia over 100 million years 
ago.  In Hindi, I am known as Him Champa.  
In northeast India, I am commonly grown 
and used as an offering in puja. Who am I?     
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1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

A    

B          

C     

D        

E       

F   

G   

H       

I   

Across 
Chamomile B2
Rose D1
Lilac H4 

Down
Orchid 2D
Calendula 4A
Poppy 6A
Iris 8B 
Peony 10A

Parts of a Flower
The flower consists of colourful petals that are enclosed by small, green, leaf-like sepal. 
The carpel, or the female parts, lie inside the flower and consists of the stigma,  style, and 
an ovary containing the ovules or eggs. Septal nectary is set at the wall of the ovary.  The 
stamens, or the male parts of the flower comprise of the anther and the filament. 

Label the 
parts 
Plants produce 
us to make 
seeds. Our life 
cycle involves 
pollination and 
fertilization of 
the ovules in the 
ovary that yields 
seeds. These seeds 
are used to grow  
more flowers.

Parts of a Flower

Crossword
Hi! We are some beautiful flowers. Can you name us and solve this word puzzle?  

Stamen

Carpel



Pretty petals
My name is Calendula. Count how 
many petals do I have.  Collectively,  
the petals of a flower have a name.  
Do you know what it is?

Help!
Bizzy, the 
bumblebee, 
wants to reach 
us to transfer 
the pollen. Help 
him find his 
way through 
the maze. 

The Role Flowers Play 
Flowers play a key role in the reproductive cycle of plants. Each flower produces pollen 
that is used for fertilization. The attractive colours, patterns, scents, and nectar of flowers 
draw pollinators, such as hummingbirds, bees, wasps, ants, flies, and beetles who help to 
transfer the pollen from one flower to the other. 

How many petals do I have?

Flower petals are collectively called:



How Flowers Eat and Grow?
Flowers get their food from sunlight, water, and minerals in the soil. Food is cooked by 
the process of “photosynthesis” in green leaves of the plants. Chloroplasts make the 
leaves green, and they work to convert carbon dioxide, water, and light, into sugar and 
oxygen. The sugar is used by plants to grow and produce flowers releasing oxygen at the 
same time.

That’s how  
I make food
I am self-sufficient. 
I just sit around 
waiting for 
sunshine and  
then make  
food myself.  
Study the picture 
and then use  
the labels to fill  
in the blanks.

Give a reason
We make you smile when in bloom. But 
sometimes we may look gloomy too. Can 
you give a reason why this happens by 
ticking the right answer given below?

1. Flowers get light, heat, and energy from the

2. Flowering plants take in carbon dioxide through their

3. Flowering plants take in water and minerals through the

4. Photosynthesis: ...........................+...........................+...........................=............................+............................

We don’t receive enough sunlight

We don’t get enough water 

We lack the proper nutrients

All of the above

Light

Sugar is formed as 
Plants make food

Carbon dioxide

Water

Oxygen

PHOTOSYNTHESIS
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