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Did you know that Earth is many billion years 
old, but human beings like you and me only 
appeared about 35,000 years ago!? Did you 
know that Earth’s core is as hot as some parts 
of the sun? 

Discover many more fascinating things about 
your very own planet, Earth!

Other books in this series:
Sun: The Great Ball of Fire!
Wind: The Air in a Hurry!
Water: The Big Splash!
Soil: The Precious Earth!
Space: The Great Beyond!

ISBN 978-81-7993-177-6

Ages: 8-12



THIS IS  A

BOOK

GREEN

INDEX

Alfred Wegener 5
Carbon dioxide 15
Continent 4, 5, 8
Core 9, 10
Cyclone 15
Dinosaur 7
Earth Day 16
Electricity 12, 13
Fertilizers 14, 15
Flood 15
Geothermal energy 10, 12, 13

Generator 12, 13
Geyser 10, 11
Human beings 7, 14
Magma 8, 9, 10
Mantle 9, 10
Pangaea 4, 5
Spring 10, 11
 Hot spring 10, 11
Turbine 12, 13
Volcano 7, 8
Water 3, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13

An imprint of The Energy and Resources Institute

© The Energy and Resources Institute, 2008
First Reprint 2013

Published by
TERI Press

The Energy and Resources Institute
Darbari Seth Block, IHC Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi - 110 003, India

Tel. 2468 2100/4150 4900, Fax: 2468 2144/2468 2145
India +91 � Delhi (0)11

Email: teripress@teri.res.in � Website: http://bookstore.teriin.org

ISBN 978-81-7993-177-6

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced in any form or by any 
means without the prior permission of The Energy and Resources Institute.

Author: Tripti Nainwal
Publishing Head: Anupama Jauhry

Editorial and Production Teams: Pallavi Sah, Arshi Ahmad,
Aman Sachdeva, Mahfooz Alam

Technical Review: Vibha Dhawan
Design and Illustration Teams: Priyabrata Roy Chowdhury,

Yatindra Kumar and Neeraj Riddlan
Image Researcher: Yukti Garg

Printed and bound in India 

This book is printed on recycled paper.





Our Beautiful Earth

If you were to fly really high 
up into the sky, you would be 
greeted by a beautiful sight. You 
would see a planet—white, green, 
brown, but mostly blue. That’s the 
earth—home for you and me.

The earth  is not 
just our home. 
It houses many, 
many birds, 
animals, insects,  
and plants.

Beautiful earth 
The earth, our planet, looks just as beautiful 
from above as it does around us. The trees, 
rivers, lakes, seas, mountains, birds, 
animals, insects, and us—human 
beings—all make it a truly 
amazing place. 



2-3
The blue marble

Earth: The living planet 
The earth contains all the things 
to make life possible—air, water, 
and soil. And you know what? 
Water covers three-quarters of 
our earth! Life exists because 
of this water.

Did you know ?
The earth is the third planet 
from the sun. So, it is not close 
enough to be too hot and not 
far enough to be too cold. Its 
temperature allows water to 
remain in liquid form. 



The story of the

The earth was formed almost 4.5 billion 
years ago. Just as we grow year by year, the 
earth too is constantly moving and changing, but so slowly 
that we cannot feel it.

A big piece of land 
Scientists believe that when the earth was formed, all the land was 
joined together to form a single piece of land, or continent, called 
Pangaea, meaning “all earth”. So, if you wanted to go from India to 
Australia, you could just hop across! Cool, huh? 

EARTH

EARTH—225  MILLION YEARS AGO
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Alfred Wegener,  a German scientist, was the 
first to suggest that the continents drift.   

Take a world map 
and cut out the 

continents. Move 
South and North 
America towards 
Africa. The bulge 
of Africa fi ts into 
the coast of North 

America, while South 
America fi ts the coast 
of Africa under the 

bulge! 

Drifting apart 
The earth has large 
solid blocks called 
plates. When these 
plates move, the 
continents or oceans 

above them also 
move. Over millions of 

years, Pangaea has moved 
and broken into the different continents. 
These changes are still happening.

Funnee !
EARTH–TODAY

The blue marble

Earth: 



The earth cools!

Billions of years ago, the earth was 
a mix of hot rocks and gases. Slowly, 
it cooled and the hot steam that 
covered it began to turn into water.

Crawling out to land
The earliest forms of life 
began in water from tiny 
micro-organisms to the fi rst 
sea plants. Then came simple 
sea animals like sponges and, 
later, fi sh. 

Sea animals and 
plants developed 
seven hundred 
mil lion years ago.
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Believe it or not! ?

Crawling out to land
Soon, plants began to grow on 
seashores, and sea creatures started 
moving out on to the land. They 
developed legs and lungs to live 
on land. A few million years later, 
land had insects, plants, birds, and 
animals—some as big as dinosaurs!

About ten million years 
ago, ape-like creatures 
appeared. Scientists 
think that we may have 
descended from them! 
But human beings like 
us really appeared only 
about 35,000 years ago!Dinosaurs appeared on the 

earth  2.5  mil lion years ago. 

The earliest life forms developed 3 bil lion years ago.

When the earth  was formed about 4.5  
bil lion years ago,  volcanoes spewed a 
whole lot of lava and gas. 

The blue marble

Earth: 



Inside the earth

We know what the surface of the 
earth is like… you see it all the time, 
but have you wondered what lies 
below the surface of the earth? 

What lies beneath
Deep inside the earth, it’s hot! Just below the 
crust of the earth lies hot liquid rock called 
magma. The lava you see shooting out of a 
volcano is actually this hot magma.

The crust,  or land,  which  forms the continents and 
the ocean floors,  is the uppermost layer. 

The centre of 
the earth, or the 
core, is solid iron, 
surrounded by 
magma. 
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