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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

Human society has reached a stage of prosperity, which was not expected 
several decades ago. Yet, a large number of people live in poverty and are 
barely able to keep alive. It appears that they have not been touched by 
human progress at all. At the same time, what we regard as progress has 
resulted in damage and destruction of our natural resources and caused 
serious problems such as human-induced climate change, which threaten 
all forms of life in different parts of the world in the form of sea-level rise, 
heatwaves, floods, droughts, and melting of glaciers. 

All of this provides a strong reason for us to re-examine what we have 
mistakenly believed as human progress and change the way we have been 
pursuing human activities. For instance, we must now use renewable sources 
of energy and eco-friendly methods of production and consumption, make 
efficient use of water in every activity, and protect biodiversity. 

It is in the hands of the children to try to change their own lives towards 
greater protection of the environment and all our natural resources. They 
can also take active part in changing the thinking of adults. Children can 
take the lead in organizing actions, which support conservation of resources, 
recycling of waste water, and greater use of renewable sources of energy, at 
the community level. 

This series of children’s books is aimed at providing children with knowledge 
on what needs to be done in all these areas. I hope those who read these 
books will not only enjoy them greatly but also feel inspired to implement 
actions that are described in these pages, so that we create a beautiful, 
peaceful, and healthy future for the human race.

 

R K Pachauri

Director-General, TERI

Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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green genius’s 101 Q and a: extremely endangered Creatures

Which bird has a white crescent on its head?

2

1

The greater spotted eagle lives 
in wooded areas and are found 
in northern Europe and across 
Asia. It migrates to south-eastern 
Europe, North and East Africa, 
and South Asia for the winter.  
It is distinguished from the 
lesser spotted eagle by a white 
crescent Also, there is some 
evidence of hybridization 
between this species and the 
lesser spotted eagle.

3

Which species of sloth living in the 
Brazilian forests can drag itself on the 
ground?
The maned three-toed sloth lives in the Brazilian 
forests. This mammal is slow-moving and has a 
small head. It spends its time suspended from tree 
branches in the forest canopy, eating leaves, buds, 
and twigs. On the ground, it can only drag itself 
along by its longer, stronger front legs and claws. 

Which bird became critically 
endangered due to extreme  
storms in 1980s?
The Chatham albatross is a Vulnerable species. It 
breeds only on the Pyramid, a large rock stack in 
the Chatham Islands, New Zealand. Its population 
is dispersed in Tasmania, Chile, and Peru. In 
the 1980s, extreme storms reduced the area and 
condition of vegetation on the breeding grounds, 
putting this bird’s survival at risk. Fortunately, the 
soil cover has improved since 1998.
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4

Which creature is today regarded 
as ‘taonga’, or ‘special treasure’, 
of Brothers Island? 
The Brothers Island tuatara is regarded 
as the island’s special treasure today. 
Ever since humans and predatory animals 
encroached into the territory of the 
Brothers Island tuatara, its number has 
declined to a few hundreds.  5

Which species of sea turtle is olive in 
colour?
The olive ridley turtle is one of the world’s 
smallest species of sea turtle, named for the 
olive color of its heart-shaped shell. It is 
usually found in the Indo-Pacific and Atlantic 
oceans. The beaches of Orissa, India, are one 
of the last nesting grounds in the world of the 
olive ridley. 
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6
Which bird is also known 
as crex crex?
The corn crake is scientifically 
known as crex crex because of 
its call, which sounds like two 
notched sticks rubbed together. 
It is a small bird in the family 
Rallidae. It breeds in meadows 
and arable farmlands. Its 
population is in decline because 
modern farming practices 
destroy nests by mowing or 
harvesting before breeding is 
finished. 

The Sumba hornbill is a medium-sized, 
blackish hornbill that is about seventy 
centimetres long. The male has a large 
yellowish bill with a red patch at the 
base and a dark reddish-brown patch 
on the crown. This Indonesian endemic 
is distributed in the semi-evergreen 
forests of Sumba. It is rare and found in 
lowlands, up to altitudes of 950 metres.

W
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 is 
the n
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The ring-tailed lemur is a small primate 
found only in southern Madagascar. 
They are very social primates, living 
in female-dominated groups of three 
to twenty, spending more time on the 
ground than other lemurs. One-third of 
the lemur species are thought to have 
become extinct since 1500 and the 
remaining four-fifths are under threat 
from hunting and habitat loss. 

Name the largest species of armadillos.
Giant armadillos, found in east of the Andes in South America, are 
the largest species of armadillo. They are insectivorous mammals, 

covered in armoured plates of hardened skin on their back, 
sides, limbs, and tail. They have huge claw on their front 
feet, which are used to dig up soil in search of insects and 
other food. 

Name the deer which is native to India and Nepal.
The barasingha is a type of deer native to India and Nepal. 
Barasingha means ‘twelve-horned’ in Hindi. The most 
striking feature of a barasingha are its antlers, with ten to 
fourteen horns on a mature stag, though some have been 
known to have up to twenty. A record antler measured  
104.1 centimetres round the curve.

8

9

10

Which primate is found exclusively in southern M
adagascar?
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Which whale species is found 
along the coasts of Alaska, Canada, 
Greenland, and Russia?
The beluga whale, or white whale, is an Arctic 
and sub-Arctic species of cetacean, 
found around northern Russia, 
North America, Greenland, and 
the Norwegian archipelago of 
Svalbard. It is commonly referred 
to as the sea canary due to its 
high pitched squeaks. It is easily 
identified because of its white colour.

What is an onager?
The onager, sometimes called the Asian wild 
ass, is a large mammal belonging to the horse 
family. It was once native to the deserts of 
Syria, Iran, Pakistan, India, Israel, and Tibet 
but is now restricted to a part of Gujarat, Iran, 
Kazakhstan, and Turkmenistan. Its colouring 
varies depending on the season—generally 
light brown during summer and yellowish-
brown in winter. Onagers are known to be  
bad tempered and cannot be tamed!
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