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What are the various types of water found on Earth?
The total volume of water on Earth is about 1.4 billion km3. 
This water can be divided into two broad categories – saltwater 
and freshwater. 

Saltwater found in our oceans constitutes the major share 
(97.5 per cent) of available water. There is so much salt in the 
oceans that if it were all taken out, it would cover the Earth in a 
500-feet-thick layer! 

Concentration of salt in water is measured in parts per 
million (ppm). When the concentration of salt in water is less 
than 1,000 ppm, we call it freshwater. Freshwater is essential for 
survival of all living beings. However, it constitutes a meagre 
2.5 per cent of the total volume of water available on Earth. 

Freshwater is found in glaciers, rivers, ponds, lakes, and streams. 
A lot more of it is stored in the ground than in lakes and rivers. 
However, the maximum amount of freshwater (70 per cent) 
is stored inside glaciers, icecaps, and 
permanent snow cover 
in mountainous regions in the 
Arctic and Antarctic. About 
30 per cent of the world’s 
freshwater lies stored under 
the Earth’s surface
as groundwater.
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Why is seawater considered unfi t for drinking?
Seawater, containing about 3.5 per cent dissolved salts, is about 
three times as salty as human blood. When salt enters our body, 
it absorbs a lot of water through a process known as osmosis. 
Hence, rather than replenishing our body’s water content, 
drinking seawater when we are thirsty will actually cause 
the water content of our body to fall, thus leading to 
severe dehydration.
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What are the major reasons behind the growing shortage 
of freshwater?
It is estimated that 1,800 million people will be living in countries 
suff ering from water scarcity by the year 2025. A number of 
reasons, most of which are human-made, will lead to this 
shortage. The ever-increasing population has led to higher 
consumption of water. The direct consequence of this increase 
is overexploitation of groundwater. The indiscriminate polluting 
of our waterbodies by industrial activities has only added to the 
problem of water scarcity. Global warming has also played an 
important role. The steady rise in global temperature is slowly 
drying up waterbodies and causing the seasons to behave 
erratically. Lesser rainfall in various parts of the world is not 
helping the already-grim situation either.
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