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Waste for one may be wealth for another, but how 
many of us consider this before discarding a lot 
of things? This question is important because 

senseless throwing of objects has a negative bearing on 
the environment and our health. However, when put to the 
right use, waste could be of great use. 

Our planet is slowly turning into a giant dumpyard, and 
this is a matter of serious concern. While nations across the 
world are trying to fi nd solutions to the problem of waste 
disposal, we can contribute at the individual level too. And 
the best way to begin is to get hold of the old, green mantra 
of the three Rs – Reduce, Reuse, Recycle! 

Considering the times that we are living in, it is virtually 
impossible to go back to the basics; however, we could still 
take inspiration from the traditional way of living. It will 
help us develop an insight and we would think twice before 
buying useless items and throwing reusable stuff . 

Find out more about it through 50 FAQs on Waste 
Management, so that you can also make a diff erence.
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What is waste and what are its diff erent types?
Waste is anything that is no longer useful to people, and is 
therefore discarded or thrown away. Waste also includes those 
items that should be disposed of because they are hazardous 
in nature. 

There are diff erent types and forms of waste depending 
on the nature of constituents. Examples include solid waste, 
biodegradable waste, non-biodegradable waste, electronic 
waste (e-waste), industrial waste, chemical waste, toxic waste, 
and so on.
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What is waste segregation?
Waste segregation, also known as waste sorting, is the process 
by which various types of waste are separated from each other 
before they are handed over for disposal. A common example 
of this is when we separate used glass bottles, paper, and metal 
cans and sell these to the scrap dealer. Waste segregation is done 
so that biodegradable and non-biodegradable waste materials, 
including recyclable waste, can be separated from each other 
before being processed. This is because some waste materials, 
such as glass, paper, metal cans, and certain types of plastic can 
be recycled and made into new products. 

In other words, waste segregation allows us to separate 
materials that are biodegradable, non-biodegradable, and 
recyclable, so that we can manage our waste more effi  ciently 
and sustainably. 
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Which are some of the earliest examples of waste 
management?
The earliest instances of waste management involved human 
sewage in some of the world’s fi rst cities. The people of the Indus 
Valley Civilization were amongst the fi rst to have an extensive 
system of sewers and drains. Every house had a drainpipe, which 
would carry household waste into the main drainpipe under the 
street outside, which, in turn, would connect with pipes from 
other streets and dump the waste outside the city. The sewers 
were always covered and replicated the road plan of the city 
above them. 

In Ancient Greece, Athens had the western world’s fi rst 
municipal dump. It was required, by law, for every Athenian 
to throw garbage at least one mile away from the city limits of 
Athens. Jerusalem also had a municipal dump, called Gehenna, 
in a deep valley outside the city. Due to the build-up of methane 
in the dump, there were periodic fi res and explosions, in 
addition to a horrible smell. Some 
scholars believe that the idea 
of hell originated from 
this garbage dump. The 
Islamic word for Hell – 
Jahannam – is an Arabic 
version of the Hebrew 
word Gehenna.
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