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PREFACE
The Seven States of North-East India, the seven sisters as we 

call, have been blessed with bounty of nature and plethora of 
traditional culture and praxis. Any beautiful flower has got both soft 
petals as well as hard thorn. These beautiful States are reeling under 
the problem of unemployment, poverty and socio-political entropy. 
The reigning international borders, the migrating people, the erosion 
of traditional culture, the rippling of change in food, knowledge and 
agriculture in recent past have made the situation both unique and 
unparallel, having little of homogeneity in main stream life processes 
of India.

This book has unmatchingly heralded the very crucial issues of 
transformation of the traditional agriculture, food and knowledge of 
three different north-east States together viz Mizoram. Arunachal 
Pradesh and Tripura in such way as one can have a faster but 
comprehensive look of this phenomenal changes.

This book is the output of rigorous research work, extensive field 
survey and unique methodological approach organized by the 
authors, of which three scholars hailing from core of north-east 
States covered in this study have contributed tremendously through 
their down to earth experiences and su generic knowledge. We are 
of every belief that this creation would be of great help to the 
extension professional, social scientist, academics of anthropology 
and archaeology, management institutes, environmentalist, the 
scholars of sociology and development studies.

The book has already been chapterized by following the order of 
agriculture, food and knowledge in terms of their tradition and how 
they are undergoing different change processes and change 
dynamics. This book with its great dawning, we hope, will provide a 
fillip to the scholastic mind both at home and abroad.
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About the Book
Every knowledge has got its social origin, cultural transmission 

and community entitlement. India is a great nation not because of 
her material wealth, it’s certainly because of her wealth of knowledge 
of culture. Amidst a huge bio-diversity, she has built upan epitome of 
wisdom across the space and time. Her agricullture is created by 
wisdom of people and supported by rural skills over centuries. The 
hidden flow of traditional knowledge has gone extremely determining 
in training the frenzy modernization of agriculture into a quiet 
sustainable livelihood to be eked out by poor knowledge rich people.

The present world is increasingly reeling under the threats of 
poverty, ecological decadence and global warming. This may beget 
more of hunger and sociai entropy. With this stench of reality, the 
rich tradition of agriculture, food and knowledge of North East India’s 
could present an alternative farming system blessed with the local 
knowledge to sustain biodiversity and pristine productivity. So also, 
the traditional food has come up with an alternative food basket full 
of therapeutic, a solace of nutritive care both of mind and body. So, 
the entire world would be culturally and intellectually hunting for this 
kind of food, knowledge and agriculture to make the world free of 
hunger, stress and unrest.

The present book has been a splendid effort for a research 
based documentation, configuration and analysis of traditional 
agriculture, food and knowledge of a three North East States viz. 
Mozoram, Arunachal Pradesh and Tripura. This book volume, in 
addition to focused areas, has also included the unique demographic 
composition and geographical locations of thesse beauteous forms 
of nature and lives along with illustrations of photographs. We hope, 
this book would cut across the need and satisfaction of diverse 
inquisitive minds hailing from social science disciplines, particularly 
from the anthropology, sociology as well as from the domain of 
planners and managers, NGO’s research organization and 
institutions of developent studies and different agricultural 
universities as well.
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History of North-East India

North-East India is the land of Blue Mountains, Green Valleys 
and Red River. Nestled in the lesser known Easternmost Himalayas, 
this region is abundant in natural beauty, wild life, flora and fauna 
and its colourful peoples. A blend of which makes it the most 
beautiful eco-tourism destination in South Asia.

The land of majestic mountains, crowned with peaks of sapphire 
blue-the North-East happens to be the region where the sun rises 
first in the entire country. With first rays of Dawn in India incidentally 
falling on Dong, a pristine small village in the easternmost corner of 
the north-east and heading towards the sunrise country

For those who yearn for adventure and excitement there are 
mystique and romance in exploring wildlife in its true forms in their 
natural habitat, experiencing gushing streams and waterfalls, 
picturesque mountain ranges- all fostered by mother nature.

The people of the region are mostly Mongoloid in origin, their 
racial origins being visibly those of the peoples of Tibet, Burma, 
Thailand and Laos. They consequently have little in common with the 
rest of India

The seven States of North-East India (now eight with the 
inclusion of Sikkim) are Assam, Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, 
Manipur, Mizoram, Tripura and Meghalaya. A brief history of these 
states are presented in this chapter.

The History of Arunachal Pradesh
History of Arunachal Pradesh goes back to hundreds of years 

into mists of tradition and myth. The history, which is recorded, can 
be traced only when Ahom Kings began to rule Assam in the 16lh 
century AD. The British took possession of Assam in the year 1838. 
After independence, it was part of the north East Frontier Agency 
and later a Union Territory. On 20lh February, 1987 Arunachal 
Pradesh was made a full fledged State.

downloaded from ioww.north-east-india.com



8 The Tradition of Agriculture, Food and Knowledge in India

Fig. 1 Map of North-East India

The History of Assam
Assam's history goes back to the ancient times. The base of this 

history can be found in Vedic literature, Tantric Literature, Assamese 
folklore and Buddhist literature. Known as ‘Kamarupa’ or 'pragjyotish' 
in the period of the Epics, Assam is inhabited by human civilization 
since about 2000 BC.

Assam joined the rest of the country in the civil Disobedience 
movement of 1930 launched by Gandhiji. In 1935 self governance in 
Assam was introduced.

The History of Nagaland
The ancient history of Nagaland is very obscure. Little is known 

about what is now Nagaland, including the origin of several large 
sandstone pillars at Dimapur. British rule was established over the 
area by the 1890s. The Indian government established a single Naga 
administrative unit under Indian rule in the year 1957. In 1960, in the
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face of civil unrest, the Indian government agreed to make Nagaland 
a self-governing State within India. The state was officially 
inaugurated in 1963.

The History of Manipur
Although ancient signs have been found in the region, the 

earliest recorded history goes back only to AD 900. The beginning of 
Manipur’s more recent history dates from 1762, when the Raja Jai 
Singh concluded a treaty with the British to repei an Invasion from 
Myanmar. Manipur became a part of India in 1949. After Indian 
independence Manipur became a Union Territory and subsequently 
achieved statehood in January 21, 1972.

The History of Mizoram
The Mizo history in the 18,h and 19lh century AD is marked by 

many events of tribal raids and vindictive expeditions of security. The 
recorded history of the Mizo people begins only in the late 19lh 
century, when they came into contact with the British who were 
occupying the neighbouring region of Assam. The Formation of 
Mizoram State took place on 20th February, 1987.

The History of Tripura
Not much is known about Tripura's early history. It first finds 

reference in the Ashokan pillars of the 3rd century BC. In the 1300 
AD, Tripura came under the control of the Manikya Dynasty, a family 
of Indo-Mongolian origin. In the early part of 17'" century AD, Tripura 
came under the administration of the Mughals. Monarchy in Tripura 
ended on 9,h September 1947. One of the greatest of the Manikya 
rulers was Bir Chandra Manikya Bahadur of the 19lh century AD. 
Tripura officially became part of India on October 15, 1949, and a 
Union Territory on 1s' November 1956. It became a constituent State 
of the Indian Union on January 21, 1972.

The History of Meghalaya
Meghalaya is the home of the tribals especially the Khasis, 

Jaintias, Mikirs and Cacharis, who are said to have inhabited this 
region before the start of the Christian era.The British occupied the 
Garo Hills in 1872. The British influence in Meghalaya extended to 
the improvement of the landscape, development of roads. The State 
of Meghalaya in the Indian union was declared a full- fledged State 
on January 21, 1972. The works for progress and development of 
this region is still continuing after independence and formation of 
Meghalaya into a State.



The Tradition of Agriculture, Food and
Knowledge in India

Publisher : Agrotech PublicationsISBN : 9788183211789 Author : Sagar Mondal

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/8179

 Get this eBook

30%
OFF

http://www.kopykitab.com/The-Tradition-of-Agriculture-Food-and-Knowledge-in-India-by-Sagar-Mondal

	The Tradition of Agriculture, Food and Knowledge in India

