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Disclaimer : While the authors of this book have made every effort to avoid any mistakes or omissions and have used their skill, expertise and knowledge to the best 
of their capacity to provide accurate and updated information. The authors and S. Chand do not give any representation or warranty with respect to the accuracy or 
completeness of the contents of this publication and are selling this publication on the condition and understanding that they shall not be made liable in any manner 
whatsoever. S.Chand and the authors expressly disclaim all and any liability/responsibility to any person, whether a purchaser or reader of this publication or not, in 
respect of anything and everything forming part of the contents of this publication. S. Chand shall not be responsible for any errors, omissions or damages arising 
out of the use of the information contained in this publication.
Further, the appearance of the personal name, location, place and incidence, if any; in the illustrations used herein is purely coincidental and work of imagination. 
Thus the same should in no manner be termed as defamatory to any individual.

Communication is life. Just as healthy biological life is possible only when the brain is able to 
communicate well with other parts of the body, similarly a successful social life is possible 
when one is able to communicate well with other members of society.

Self-Learning English Course with Activities is a series of ten books that is especially 
designed for primary classes, keeping in view the latest trends of Communicative Teaching 
of English Language. The aim of this series is to help the learner attain Communicative 
Competence in the English language. The practice material includes Comprehension Passages 
and Interactive Exercises. There are also activities designed to stimulate children to think and 
develop their creative powers. Through these books students take on a less heavy structural 
load but come away with greater language ability and confi dence.

Language is a means of communication. How effectively one communicates and interacts with 
people refl ects ones personality. Interaction and Communication skills need development 
right from an early stage. Keeping this in mind the Central Board of Secondary Education has 
formulated and introduced a stepwise scheme of Communicative Approach as a part of the 
teaching of English as a language. Based on the guidelines, an effort has been made to provide 
suitable practice material on comprehension passages and writing skills while taking care of 
Grammar. Thus the old adage 'Practice makes a man perfect' has been implemented. The 
development of material is from the simple to the complex in a carefully graded manner with 
suitable practice exercises.

We extend our grateful thanks to the entire management and editorial staff of S. Chand and 
Co. Pvt. Ltd., who took great pains to get the book published in an attractive format.

The authors invite constructive feedback from teachers and users which will be thankfully 
acknowledged in the future editions of the book.
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Comprehension of 
Unseen Passage and 

Poems

 Dealing with ‘Unseen Passages’ and 
‘Unseen Poems’ is important for 
learning eff ective communication. 
Understanding an unseen passage 
or an unseen poem and then 
answering some questions drawn 
from the passage and poem enables 
a student to become an eff ective 
communicator.  In order to do this 
well, the following rules should  be 
followed :-

 1. First read the passage and 
poem carefully two to three 
times.

 2. Then, read the questions one by one carefully and fi nd out whether you 
understand them clearly or not.

 3. Now, take up the fi rst question and search for its answer within the passage or 
poem.

 4. Once the answer has been found, write it down. Do this for each question.

 5. Read your answers once again. Make corrections in  spellings, grammar and 
punctuation.

An Example from a Poem
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A Happy Man

Read the passage:

Many years ago there was a king. He lived in his 
beautiful palace, ate delicious food, wore fi ne clothes 
but he was  unhappy. He wanted to know how he 
could be happy. 

One day an old man told him that in order to be 
happy  he should wear the shirt of a happy man. 
The king searched for a happy man. He went from 
place to place but could not fi nd one. At last he met 
a happy man. He was a hard working farmer. The king said to him, ‘Please give me 
your shirt.’ ‘But I have no shirt,’ said the farmer. The king realized that the reason 
for his happiness was his hard work. The king too started working hard and soon 
became a happy man.

Questions

Read the questi ons along with the answer: 

 1.   The king led a comfortable life because :

 Ans. a.  He ate deliciuous food b. He wore fi ne clothes

  c. He lived in a beauti ful palace

 2. What did the old man ask the king to do?

 Ans. The old man asked the king to wear the shirt of a happy man.

 3. Why did the farmer refuse to give his shirt to the king?

 Ans. The farmer refused to give his shirt because he did not have a shirt.  

 4. Find opposites from the passage-

 Ans. a.  Happy  unhappy b.  Ugly  beauti ful c. Young  old

He wore fi ne clothes

An Example from Prose
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An Example from Poetry

The Wind

Read the poem:
                     Who has seen the wind ?
                     Neither I nor you;
                     But when the leaves hang trembling
                     The wind is passing through.

                                                    Who has seen the wind ?
                                                    Neither you nor I;
                                                    But when the trees bow down their heads;
                                                    The wind is passing by.
                                                                         - Christina Rossett i                                                                        

Questions

 Read the questi ons along with the answer: 

 1.  Have you seen the wind ?

 Ans. No, I have not seen the wind.

 2.  Have you felt the wind ?

 Ans. Yes, I have felt the wind.

 3.  What happens when the leaves hang trembling ?

 Ans. The wind is passing through.

 4.  What happens when the trees bow down their heads ?

 Ans. The wind is passing by. 

 5.  What do the following do :

     Ans. (tremble, bow down, passes by )

      a.  heads  bow down b. leaves tremble c. wind passes by
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