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Foreword

During the past few decades, many developmental 
initiatives have been launched in this country for improving 
Agriculture and Rural Development. Perhaps, no other country 
in this world has tried so many approaches. This indicates the 
diversity of Agriculture and related issues.

This book “Designs of participatory extension approaches 
in India” is an attempt by the authors to put in one volume a 
brief description of selected approaches and their sequels with 
the support of Agrotech. Publishing Academy is timely. I am 
sure the contents are useful to the Extension workers, 
students and planners, besides project implementers and 
more to teaching faculty. Secondly, it appears that the 
document is not exhaustive and it should be updated in due 
course.

Bangalore
19-08-2006

(M.N. Sheelkv^ntar) 
Vice-Chancellor



Preface

During the last few decades, many designs or approaches 
were tried in India for improving the effectiveness of extension 
function in agriculture and allied sectors. Given the problem of 
people’s participation in developmental initiatives, the major 
criticism leveled was “lack of peoples involvement in 
developmental efforts”. To overcome this criticism and to 
involve people in developmental activities, a beginning was 
made by the Government of India by setting the research 
agenda at micro level. Through this, production constraints 
were tackied at regional level by employing PTD, Watershed, 
JFM etc. The techniques such as PRA and RRA are some of 
the approaches utilized for ensuring peoples involvement. The 
sequels of all these efforts is the content of this book.

The designs of participatory approaches is an attempt by 
the authors to put in one volume a brief description of selected 
approaches and their out comes, with the support of Agro 
Tech Publishing Academy. This is not exhaustive, but a 
beginning, it can be updated in due course. This book has 
been designed for the social science students and faculty, 
besides researchers. It is hoped that this book will be useful to 
extension workers and project planners.

We express our deep sense of gratitude to Dr. Chandra 
Kandan (Retd) TNAU, Coimbatore, who made us to work on 
this topic. The inspiration desired from his advice is the 
foundation to this book. We are grateful to all those who 
helped us directly and indirectly; Specially to our student 
friends Mr. Prakshan C.V Dr. Nagesha and to all those authors 
whose books or articles have been consulted during the 
preparation of this book.



The sacrifices of the family and family members to keep 
the pens moving are deeply acknowledged. Finally, we remain 
deep indebted to our parents who nurtured the urge for 
intellectual development in us. The critical comments made by 
Director of Extension on the draft version of this book and the 
encouragement given by the Vice-Chancellor, UAS, Bangalore 
is gratefully acknowledged.

Our special thanks to Agrotech Publishing Academy, 
Udaipur for publishing the book.

We would appreciate suggestions from the readers for the 
improvement of the book.

Last, but not the least, we are gently indebted to the 
invisible power of the Lord Sree Beligiriranga Swamy, who 
willed and granted success to this endeavour.

K. Venkataranga Naika 
B.S.Siddaramaiah



ABOUT THE BOOK

During 1979 and after launching of National Agril. 
Research program and Joint forest management (JFM) the 
use of PRA/RRA techniques started operating in different parts 
of the country. All these initiatives emphasized the involvement 
of local players as partners in the development initiatives i.e. 
peoples participation in the Government funded projects. 
These initiatives have made both positive and negative dent in 
the arena of Indian agriculture and allied sectors. This book is 
a compendium of such efforts and approaches employed for 
ensuring people’s participation. The book tries to answer two 
main aspects (1) What are the sequels of extension 
approaches and how each approach was designed? (2) What 
are the lessons of each design or approach to academicians, 
researchers and extension workers, Above all the book will be 
useful to under graduate and post-graduate students and 
teachers in State Agricultural Universities and other 
Universities in general.
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Abbreviations Used

BBES Broad Based Extension System
CPRS Commonly Property Resources
CPRM Common Property Resource Management
CMG Credit Management Group
CPCRI Central Plantation Crops Research Institute
DLDB Dry Land Development Board
FSBE Farmer Situation Based Extension
FPCIP Farmers Participatory Crop Improvement

Project
FSR/E Farming System Research / Extension
ICAR Indian Council of Agricultural Research
IIHR Indian Institute of Horticultural Research
JFM Joint Forest Management
MYRADA Mysore Resettlement and Development

Agency
NARP National Agricultural Research Project
NGO Non-Governmental Organizations
PRA Participatory Rural Appraisal
PTD Participatory Technology Development
PI DOW Participative Integrated Development of

Watershed
PVS Plant Varietal Selection
PPB Participatory Plant Breeding
RRA Rapid Rural Appraisal
SAU State Agriculture University
SDC Swiss Development Corporation
TOT Transfer of Technology
WCARD World Conference on Agrarian Reform and

Rural Development
UAS(B) University of Agricultural Sciences, Bangalore
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