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Preface

•Extension Education is certainly one of the most rapidly 
advancing of the agricultural sciences, and probably no other field 
has stimulated so many diverse disciples. The fact that Extension 
Education has attracted scientists from different spheres such as 
agriculture, animal husbandry, Veterinary, Agricultural Engineering, 
Home Science, Sociology, Psychology, Nutrition and Health, 
Journalism, Rural Management, Forestry and other scientists of 
diverse backgrounds to contribute to its development is one of the 
chief reasons for its prodigious growth. Such growth is of course 
accompanied by a proliferation in terminology, and this terminology 
constitutes a problem to the beginning agriculture students. Most of 
the words and abbreviations are not present in dictionaries of biology 
and social sciences. This is because many of the terms are newly 
coined. Such subject terminologies like this Extension Educatoin and 
Communication have fascinated the teacher and the taught 
everywhere. They stimulate us on knowing the unknown. In fact a 
terminology of such a kind has an ocean of information which tries to 
satisfy us of our unending thirst for knowledge.

The task of selecting the terms to be includes in any branch of 
science offers many difficulties particularly in the case of Extension 
Education and Communication which draw upon from several 
diverse fields of agriculture. How far it is advisable to include terms 
from those overlapping sciences which lie on the border land is a 
question on which no two people might think alike. I have given 
every word an independent examination, so as to take in all, in fact, 
which might be fairely expected, and yet to exclude technical terms 
which really belong to another science, which otherwise, would have
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extended this book to an inconvenient size. I have therefore only 
enumerated those best known or of more grequent mention in 
literature, or interesting for social reasons.

While in the process of writing and compilation, I have carefully 
considered the criticism of the work which have come under my 
notice, and have adopted all those suggestions which could be taken 
up, so far as they did not contradict the plan on which this volume 
was drawn. Some criticism were mutually destructive, other were 
due to insufficient knowledge on the part of the critic, whilst other 
advocated radical changes, which would have made this, not my 
book, but some other person's book.

I have tried to furnish the terms in use in various periods, so that, 
a paper or book of any period can be read, and its special 
expression understood; to cut down the volume would have been 
therefore unwise, and the attempt would have failed to gain the 
approval of competent judges, as no two teachers would have 
agreed upon the exclusion of given term. In more than one case, an 
obsolete terms has been lately revised. Several newly coined terms 
also finds their place in this book.

It has been my duty to condense the definitions, often a difficult 
matter when a longer explanation would have been easier to draw 
up. I trust that I have in each case succeded in setting out the main 
or central meaning, but many writers have their own modified or 
restricted meaning of even well known terms. Occasionally where a 
term was specifically coined by some authority, the name of the 
authority and the date of original usage are given. It is appreciatd 
that there is still debate about the exact meaning of some terms, 
notably those which have apparently undergone some evoluation of 
meaning; this book guided by advice from students, teachers, and 
researchers, take a firm line and proposes in a numbsr of cases a 
definition which seems to be accepted by reputable authorities. It is 
hoped that the students, teachers, researchers and all those 
interested in agriculture in generaland extension education in 
particular will find many of the terms commonly encountered in the
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extension education and allied literature defined in this book, and 
that it will encourage further studies in this fascinating field.

In every volume of similar character to this which I have had to 
consult, I have found errors, sometimes numerous, occasionally 
serious. This much larger volume offers a greater chance of error, 
but I trust that comparatively few'errors will be found.

Udaipur -  313001 (L.L. Somani)



User’s Guide

1. Main features

(i) Illustrations have been given only where the definitions by 
themselves would be inadequate to convey the full meaning 
of terms.

(ii) Important relevant terms of local common usage in different 
countries have been included in the dictionary for 
completeness and in order to avoid the inconveniences of 
having to refer to other source for their definitions.

(iii) Where equivalent English terms conveying the intended 
concept are unknown, terms of other languages in current 
use have been included.

2. Limitations

(i) The book is not intended to standardize or freeze the usage 
of terms, and the author, as such, accepts no responsibility 
for the legal validity of the definitions. It is only modest first 
attempt at defining the prevalent concepts of terms in 
English usage.

(ii) It is to be recognised that this dictionary is the first tentative 
effort at giving definitions of terms that are known to have 
been generally used in the English language so far. It is 
probable that many terms have been lost sight of, but it is 
the intention to enlarge and revise the dictionary at intervals 
of about 2-3 Years.The scope would then be widened to 
cover further terms, particularly with the evolution and 
instruments in the field of extension education.lt is morethan 
probable also that the definitions of terms will be improved
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when better definations of terms are suggested or come to 
notice subsequently. Concepts about certain rural 
development programmes being launched by the 
Government have also been included and these will be 
revised from time to time as per the policy of sponsors. New 
programmes would also be included in the revised editions,

(iii) In order to economise space, words drawn from the same 
leading word/term have been grouped into paragraphs, thus 
obviating the necessity of repeating the leading word with its 
meaning many times over, and only requiring the additional 
root to be given; occasionally this has led to the intentional 
neglect of strict alphabetic sequence.

3. Alphabetization

(i) Terms are alphabetized on word by word basis. 
Abbreviatedterm take preference over non-abbreviated 
ones.

(ii) Subscript, superscripts and numbers affect the order of 
entries only if there is no other difference between the entry; 
apostrophes, commas and hyphen are ignored for the 
purpose of alphabetization.

(iii) When hyphen connects two complete words, or connects a 
letter and complete or incomplete word, the hyphen is 
regarded as space.

(iv) When a greek letter forms a significant part of an entry 
heading it is counted as a word.

4. Forms of entries

The entries are generally in the singular, with the plural indicated 
only when considered necessary.

5. Cross References

Cross references are indicated in BOLD letters. Information 
given in any particular entry is seldom repeated elsewhere. In 
some cases a complete understanding of an entry is dependent 
on aknow ledge of information given in other entries which are 
indicated by cross reference. In such cases the cross
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reference(s)-frequently forms an integral part of the text, or may 
be used to link one topic with another or to extened the scope of 
a given topic. In suchcases a cross reference is often placed 
within the text and is preceded by See also. Certain entry 
headings are followed simply by See Cross reference. Such 
references only signify that the meaning of the term is given 
under the heading indicated.

6. Numbered Definitions

In a number of cases a term is used with different authors. It 
may also have different meanings in different contexts. For such 
terms the various definitions are indicated by (1), (2), (3) etc. 
though all the definitions which can be ascribed to the terms 
included. The position in which any given definition appears in 
the list of definitions is not intended to reflect in any way the 
appropriateness or frequency of usage of that definition of the 
term.
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