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Based on the latest UGC syllabus, the second edition of 
Environmental Studies has been thoroughly revised and updated. It 
discusses the various types of natural resources and the problems 
faced in conserving them and the effective management of resources 
for sustainable lifestyles. 

The book focuses on the concepts, structure and function of an 
ecosystem, threats to biodiversity and conservation of biodiversity, 
causes, effects and control measures of pollution, hazardous 
effects of human population on environment, and management 
of environment quality and the several types of pollution. A new 
chapter “Fieldwork” has been added in this edition.

New to this edition
•  Value of biodiversity
•  Consumeration and waste products
•  Enforcement of environmental legislation
•  Human rights and value education 
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Preface

The topic of environment and its protection is a matter of primary concern for all. 
It is essential that all citizens, students in particular, must have an understanding 
and knowledge of the environment. The objective of this book is to create 
awareness among readers on the significance of the environment and its role in 
the survival of mankind. Various issues pertaining to environmental degradation 
and pollution have been explained. The book provides a comprehensive overview 
on the components of the environment and its management, natural resources, 
ecosystems, biodiversity, pollution, and relevant social issues. A chapter has 
been dedicated to expound the interlinkages between human population and the 
environment. The author has collected data from several authentic sources to cite 
many real life examples. 

 In this edition, as per suggestions received from various teachers and 
students, a number of chapters and new topics have been included. A set of 
exercises have been included after each chapter. This will enable to make the 
present edition on Environmental Studies as per UGC module syllabus. 

 The author will be grateful if any other valuable suggestions are given by 
the readers to make the next edition more useful and productive. The author 
wishes to express his sincere gratitude to Anupama Jauhry, Head, TERI Press, 
and Prof. Sunita Malhotra, School of Science, IGNOU, for the help rendered. 





Preface to the First Edition

The topic of environment and its protection is a matter of primary concern for all. 
It is essential that all citizens, students in particular, must have an understanding 
and knowledge of the environment. The objective of this book is to create 
awareness among readers on the signifi cance of the environment and its role in 
the survival of mankind. Various issues pertaining to environmental degradation 
and pollution have been explained. The book provides a comprehensive overview 
on the components of the environment and its management, natural resources, 
ecosystems, biodiversity, pollution, and relevant social issues. A chapter has 
been dedicated to expound the interlinkages between human population and the 
environment. The author has collected data from several authentic sources to cite 
many real life examples. 

 The author will be grateful if any other valuable suggestions are given by the 
readers to make the next edition more useful and productive. The author wishes 
to express his sincere gratitude to Anupama Jauhry, Head, TERI Press, and Prof. 
Sunita Malhotra, School of Science, IGNOU, for the help rendered.
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