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Ensuring Sustainability in Forestry: certification of forests details the 
concepts and approaches required to meet the desired international 
standards of forest certification. It brings together important issues 
related to forest certification, which need to be applied and utilized in 
the context of forests in India in the present scenario. It also focuses on 
economic factors, greening of certification processes, and the interface 
between technical and business knowledge. 

 Drawing on a wealth of information provided by valuable studies 
across the globe, this volume discusses forest certification and 
its impact on conservation and development of biodiversity. It is a 
comprehensive and detailed guide for forest managers, owners, and 
consultants; government foresters; and forest product traders. 

KEY FEATURES

• Introduction to the concept of certification and its origin and spread 
in India 

• Comparison of various schemes of certification
• Focus on emerging issues and challenges of certification and

its future 
• Coverage of marketing and economics aspects of forest certification 
• Examination of the relationship between certification and climate 

change and environmental conservation
• Development of a certification strategy for India
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Foreword

In view of the current international concerns, threats to natural 
ecosystems and biological diversity, deforestation, forest degradation, 
and multifaceted effects of climate change, certification can prove to 
be an important tool to ensure sustainable use of forest resources. 
It comprises many elements pointing to a new form of multi-
stakeholder governance, which is also expected to lead to better 
governance and satisfaction of the user’s needs. 
 Forest certification is an innovative approach to independently 
verify the quality of forest management and to communicate this to 
market players to improve market benefits for the products developed 
through good management. Certification provides a guarantee to 
buyers that their purchase comes from well-managed forests that do 
not favour unsustainable or inequitable practices, which are the main 
cause of forest problems. But more important is the role of certification 
in providing an incentive to forest owners and managers to raise the 
standard of their forest management. Current certification initiatives 
are developing against a rapidly changing background of international 
and national initiatives in forestry, biodiversity, conservation, 
environmental management systems, climate change considerations, 
and trade—many of which also aim to achieve sustainable forestry 
on the ground.
 There are increased environmental measures and demands for 
forest certification in global markets to ensure that trade in wood 
and wood-based products is sustainable in accordance with their 
national, regional, and multilateral environmental policies. The book 
Ensuring Sustainability in Forestry: certification of forests aims to discuss 
forest certification in relation to the associated opportunities and 
constraints. Besides the basic concepts, processes, spread, challenges, 
and other issues like convergence, impact on biodiversity, and 
implications on the Kyoto protocol, the book explains clearly how 
a certification programme should function in the Indian context. It 
discusses critically what certification may or may not achieve in terms 
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of solving the problems of forests. In addition, it gives an up-to-date 
account of the relationship between certification and other efforts 
being made to improve forest management worldwide.
 This book is practice oriented in nature. I congratulate the editorial 
team and contributing authors for their excellent work. We hope that 
this book will serve as a useful guide to professionals serving in 
government, private, and non-governmental organizations, helping 
them to fully realize the potential of sustainable forestry projects, 
which will consequently deliver certified products and services along 
with achieving sustainable development, particularly in the Indian 
context. Since the majority of Indian forests are under the government 
sector, which are already subject to fairly strong checks and balances 
from different wings of the state apparatus and the working system is 
built on detailed plans based on sustained yield, the general principles 
and criteria will have to be modified considerably to take into account 
these realities. At the same time, the forest departments would need 
to undertake a systematic procedure of subjecting their processes 
and practices to detailed scrutiny to make them more efficient, 
transparent, and user friendly. A process of capacity building jointly 
with users, local communities, and other stakeholders will be needed 
to achieve this. 

P J Dilipkumar 
Director General (Forest) 

 Ministry of Environment and Forests (MoEF)
Government of India

New Delhi



Preface

Forest managers all over the world have been under increasing 
pressure to meet the growing demand for all types of forest products 
and services, while striving to maintain the ecological integrity 
of forest ecosystems and enhance the livelihood of people on a 
sustainable basis. Many countries of the world, including those in the 
Asia–Pacific region, have established a strong tradition of sustainable 
forest management (SFM) through their forestry and environmental 
wings.
 In this background, the concept of sustainability in forestry is 
moving from mere statements of principles to the development of 
official definitions and practical instruments to achieve it. The standard 
guidelines and various criteria and indicators are being developed 
at various levels for forest management, auditing, and certification. 
These initiatives are part of a global concern for forestry raised in 
various international forums. More important is the role of certification 
in providing an incentive to forest owners and managers to raise the 
standard of their forest management. It is, of course, not the only force 
in this direction.
 Current certification initiatives are developing against a rapidly 
changing background of international and national initiatives in 
forestry, biodiversity, conservation, environmental management 
systems, and trade—many of which also aim to achieve sustainable 
forestry on the ground. Within this context, there is scope to focus 
on certification so that its potential contribution can be fully realized 
in the Indian context. In order to meet the growing demand for 
forest certification in the global market, Indian industries have to 
look for certified forests/plantations to source their raw materials. 
Forest certification as a concept is at a very nascent stage in India. 
The book Ensuring Sustainability in Forestry: certification of forests has 
been designed in such a way that it can facilitate the wide range 
of stakeholders to meet their information needs and improve their 
conceptual understanding within a broad framework about forest 
certification, which has national and societal relevance. 
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An effort has been made in this book to discuss various emerging 
issues related to forest certification in a comprehensive manner and 
in a lucid language. The book is expected to be a handy guide to 
professional foresters, planners, plantation companies, forest growers 
and scientists, and all those having interest in the subject.
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