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Be Free : Be Responsible
Editorial

Four decades ago a young girl
studying  in  one  of  the  residential
schools run by S. Krishnamurti Foun-
dation India, had a dialogue with her
teachers on ‘Freedom’. While dis-
cussing the subject, she expressed her
ardent desire to enjoy complete free-
dom as she perceived it. She would
not like to be bound by any rules and
regulations, whatever. She would
attend  classes if  and  when  she
desired. She would have her meals
whenever she felt like having it and
would go wherever she wanted. The
teacher very affectionately replied,
“All right child, Do whatever you like
to do and go wherever you want to if
such is your understanding of free-
dom. But be careful about your
physical safety.’’ The girl went away,
but came back within half an hour.
She had realised that being free
means being responsible for oneself
and complete freedom means com-
plete responsibility towards one’s
thoughts, decisions and actions.

The moment she was alone she
realised that nobody was going to be
answerable for her actions. Nobody
was going to share and take the res-
ponsibility for her decisions and
actions. She herself will have to bear
the consequences. Let me tell that this
realisation and understanding daw-
ned upon a girl of 12 years, studying
in class VIII. The philosopher English
poet John Milton once said—When
people cry Freedom’ then they mean
to be unrestrained, self-willed or
indisciplined, because one has to be
wise and good before being able to
love freedom.

Basically, freedom means to live
under one’s own control or self disci-
pline. The word self-government is
often used for the word freedom.
Self-government  implies  self-disci-
pline.  Thus,  for  full  and  all  round
development of a man, freedom ser-
ves the purpose of, or plays the role
of a foundation stone and makes him
conscious of his duties. These charac-
teristics are not confined to an indivi-
dual only, but are with regard to the
social life as well. Remember that
when one’s freedom becomes a curse
for the neighbour, it ceases to be
freedom. The behaviour of the free-
man denotes the form of social struc-

ture and the level of social develop-
ment. In a word, freedom reflects the
stage  of  evolution,  both  of  the
individual and the society.

Freedom or liberty is the brightest 
achievement of the human society. 
Mankind has always accorded the 
highest value to it. The story of pro-
gress of human civilization is the tale 
of mankind’s struggle for freedom. 
Man, by nature, wants to be free and 
without any bindings or bondage. But 
freedom is a relative term. It is a social 
concept. Freedom postulates society 
which has to respect the freedom of  
one and all. Society imposes certain 
restraints on every individual in order 
to ensure the enjoyment of freedom by 
one and all. Freedom and responsibility 
go together. We have to be responsible 
in order to be free. Our freedom is 
limited by another man’s right to free-
dom. Freedom also entails the perfor-
mance of our duties to the society. 
Freedom without the consciousness of 
duty to the society and consideration  
of  others’ freedom becomes licence 
which is the negation of true freedom. 
In order to be free we have to be 
responsible. 

Sense of social responsibility ser-
ves as the yardstick for measuring
and assessing the level of freedom
enjoyed by the society concerned. To
maintain freedom, one should con-
duct oneself in a manner, that his
freedom does not come in the way of
any other individual’s freedom. An
individual’s actions and behaviour,
against the laws of the state and the
rules of the society should be viewed
as an outburst of some type of disease.
Our responsibility is to treat and
cure this disease at the root level.
Superficial actions would serve no
useful purpose. So we must put our
efforts to remove the cause and not
merely try to cure the symptoms.

The behaviour of the majority of
people in a society, referred to above,
in the language of the scriptures, is
called ‘Decline of Dharma and when
there is decline of the Dharma, then
some great personality or incarnation,
comes forward and sets things right.
The important thing to mark is that
this too happens at the individual
level, confirming that any individual’s

creative thoughts and actions have a
very positive and wide impact. The
individual with creative thoughts and
actions, becomes a nucleus which
attracts persons of like thinking. Ulti-
mately the group turns into a creative
force which brings about the desired
revolution in the ways of the indivi-
duals and the society. The great
scientist of all times and the author of
the Theory of Relativity, Dr. Albert
Einstein has written these important
words that “Anything which is great
and inspiring is created by the indivi-
dual who can labour in freedom.”

Freedom does not mean to be
indifferent or running away from a
situation. A free man cannot be
callous, aloof or isolated. Freedom
does not mean what one wants to do.
That will lead to anarchy. Suppose, a
person, in the name of freedom,
stretches his bed in the middle of the
road then what would happen ?
There would be noise and confusion
on the road and its neighbourhood.
This is not freedom. Such freedom is
most unwelcome. Freedom means
spontaneous inward willingness to
think and act in a right and respon-
sible way. A free man has to be a
most responsible person because he
has to be accountable for all he does
and thinks. This sense of responsi-
bility and knowledge of duty are
derived from within like the young
girl of 12 years, referred to elsewhere.
The great thinker Kant must be
inwardly free when he said that the
price of freedom is eternal vigilance.

Unless this sense of discipline
sprouts and grows from within, the
freedom for carrying out a work in a
responsible manner cannot be there.
Only people, who realised this truth
have taken mankind on the path of
progress. Those who did not realise
this truth became dictators and had to
meet the fate of Ravan, Duryodhana,
Hitler etc. The human society has
never put up with people of this class
and will never do so in future as well.

Our young readers would do
well to realise like the young girl of
Krishna Murti’s School, what a
responsible thing it is to be free.

■
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Supreme Court Scraps Section 66A 
of IT Act

In a landmark judgement upholding freedom of
expression, the Supreme Court on March 24, 2015 struck
down a provision in cyber law which provides power to
arrest a person for posting allegedly ‘offensive’ content on
websites.

The Supreme Court is examining the constitutional
validity of Section 66A of the amended Indian Infor-
mation Technology Act 2000.

The bench, however, did not strike down two other
provisions—Sections 69A and 79 of the IT Act—and said
that they can remain enforced with certain restrictions.
Section 69A provides power to issue directions to block
public access of any information through any computer
resource and 79 provides for exemption from liability of
intermediary in certain cases.

Terming  liberty  of  thought  and  expression  as
‘cardinal’, a bench of Justices J. Chelameswar and R. F.
Nariman said, “The public’s right to know is directly
affected by Section 66A of the Information Technology
Act.” Justice Nariman also said that the provision ‘clearly
affects’ the fundamental right to freedom of speech and
expression enshrined in the Constitution.

Elaborating the grounds for holding the provision as
‘unconstitutional’, the Court said that terms like ‘annoy-
ing’,  ‘inconvenient’  and  ‘grossly   offensive’ used  in  the

What is Section 66A of the IT Act ?
Section 66A defines the punishment for Sending ‘offen-

sive’ messages through a computer or any other commu-
nication device like a mobile phone or a tablet. A conviction
can fetch a maximum of three years in Jail and a fine.

What is Problem with Section  66A of the IT Act ?
The Vagueness about what is ‘offensive’. The world has a

very wide can notation, and is open to distinctive, varied
interpretations. It is subjective, and what may be innocuous for
one person may lead to a complaint from someone else and,
consequently, an arrest under Section 66A if the police prima
facie accepts the latter person’s view.

What are the Grounds for the Challenge ?
While the objective behind the 2008 amendment was to

prevent the misuse of information technology, particularly
through social media, section 66A comes with extremely wide
parameters, which allow whimsical interpretations by law
enforcement agencies. Most of the terms used in the section
have not been specifically defined under the Act. The petition
has argued that it is a potential tool to gag legitimate free
speech online and to curtail freedom of speech and expression
guaranteed under the constitution, going for beyond the ambit
of ‘reasonable restrictions’ on that freedom.

provision are vague as it is difficult for the law enforce-
ment  agency   and   the  offender  to  understand  the
ingredients of the offence.

NSDC’s Initiative to Empower 
More Women with Skills

Mandated  to  impart  skills  to  150  million  Indians
by  2022,  the   National  Skill  Development  Corporation
(NSDC) said the number of women trainees in its training
centres have shot up from 4% to about 31% in a four-year
period beginning 2011.

As per NSDC, about half a million women (32% of
the total trainees) successfully completed their skill train-
ing in financial year 2015 which is an eight fold jump
since 2011-12. Nearly 60 per cent of the women trainees
have been placed in jobs this year which underlines the
employability of the skill imparted.

“This record growth in the number of women coming
forward to acquire a skill is indeed impressive and
encouraging. But, we need to aim higher and work to-
wards a day when we will have more skilled women in
the country,” Union Minister Rajiv Pratap Rudy said at an
event honouring skilled women and entrepreneurs on
International Women’s Day.

At the occasion, Dilip Chenoy, Managing Director
and Chief Executive Officer, NSDC, said : “What NSDC,
its training partners and sector skill councils have together
achieved in empowering women, is affirmative action at
its best. Today, there are 18 women heading various
vocational training businesses (NSDC partners) and sector
skills councils, performing a commendable job…”

The National Skill Development Corporation is one
of its kind, public private partnership in India. It aims to
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promote skill development by catalyzing creation of large,
quality, for profit vocational institutions.

A Public Private Partnership (PPP) effort set up in
2010 with 51% equity held by private sector and 49% by
the central government, NSDC operates 2,930 training
centres spread across over 474 districts in the country.

Its curriculum includes 31 sector skill councils and
has over 171 training partners. The top five preferred
sectors by the women trainees were IT and ITES, health-
care, Banking, Financial Services and Insurance (BFSI),
organised retail and telecom.

The top five states that attracted the most number of
women trainees were West Bengal, Maharashtra, Tamil
Nadu, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh.

Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana 
Transferred to Health Ministry

The Rashtriya Swasthya Bima Yojana (RSBY) which
provides cashless health insurance cover to the people
living below poverty line, will be transferred from the
Labour Ministry to the health ministry from April 1, 2015.

The scheme, a social security measure for workers in
the unorganised sector, provides a smart-card-based cash-
less health insurance cover of  30,000 per annum to BPL
families of five at an annual premium of  30.

“The government has decided to transfer the policy
from the ministry of labour and employment to the
ministry of health and family welfare from April 1, 2015
pursuant to the government decision to make it a part of
the National Health Assurance Mission to be implemen-
ted by the ministry of health and family welfare,” labour
minister Bandaru Dattatreya said in a written reply to the
Lok Sabha on March 9, 2015.

‘Healthy’ Move for the Poor
● The scheme, which provides cashless health insurance

cover to BPL people, will be transferred from the labour
ministry to the health ministry from April 1.

● The decision was taken by the government to make the
RSBY a part of the flagship National Health Assurance
Mission, aimed at building a robust healthcare support
system for the poor.

● Workers in the unorganised sector, including licensed
railway porters, street vendors, MGNREGA workers,
beedi workers, domestic workers, sanitation workers,
rickshaw-pullers, rag pickers and taxi drivers are covered
under the scheme.

In 2013-14,  885·91 crore was utilised under the
RSBY, while it stood at  1,066·79 crore in 2012-13.

About 10,311 hospitals, including 6,093 private and
4,218 government ones, are giving services to those
insured under RSBY. Also, insurance companies both of
public and private sector are participating in the scheme,
the minister said.

The National Grievance Redressal has been recon-
stituted  to  make  the  three-tier  grievance  redressal
mechanism of RSBY more effective, Dattatreya said.

Indian Economy Poised for a 
Turnaround

India looks set to outpace populous neighbour China
as the world’s fastest growing major economy this year,
International  Monetary   Fund  (IMF)  Chief  Christine
Lagarde said on March 16, 2015, describing the country as
a bright spot among others, especially at a time when the
world economy continues to stutter.

“While many countries in the world are grappling
with low growth, India is marching in the opposite
direction,” Lagarde said while speaking at a function in
New Delhi.

Lagarde who was on a two-day visit to India early in
the third week of March, pointed out that recent policy
reforms and fiscal consolidation exercise have improved
business sentiment, providing the much-needed boost to
economic activity.

According to the IMF, India’s GDP is expected to
grow 7·5% in 2015-16, lower than the government’s own
estimate of over 8%.

Commenting on the joint effort taken by the govern-
ment and the Reserve Bank of India towards inflation
targeting,  Lagarde  said it  “should  provide  a  robust
institutional foundation for maintaining price stability.”

Implementation of the nationwide goods and services
tax (GST) and subsidy reforms would be critical, she
added. “Growth can’t be your only goal…… but welfare
of people, specially those who have traditionally not been
included… your objective should be inclusiveness. That
way you won’t have cycles of ups and downs.”

ISRO Launches 4th Navigation 
Satellite IRNSS-1D Successfully
India took another step towards putting in place an

alternative to the American GPS on March 28, 2015
putting in orbit IRNSS-1D, the fourth of the seven satellite
that would form a navigational satellite network.

IRNSS-1A, 1B and IC, the first three satellites of the
Constellation, were successfully launched by PSLV on
July 2, 2013, April 4, 2014 and October 16, 2014 respecti-
vely.

Polar Satellite Launch Vehicle (PSLV-C27) lifted off
from Satish Dhawan Space Centre, Sriharikota and placed
IRNSS (Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System)-1D
weighing 1,425 kg in a sub-geostationary orbit.

PSLV-C27    that lifted  off  from  the second  launch
pad was an ‘XL’ version of the PSLV rocket as was the
case with the previous three launches.

This is the twenty eights consecutively successful
mission of the PSLV.

It was a text book launch as all the four stages
performed as planned. The first stage of the rocket
successfully separated 130 seconds after the lift-off and
the second stage ignited as planned. At 262 seconds, the
second stage of the rocket was burned out as planned and
soon the third stage was ignited.
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The IRNSS-1D carries two pay loads–a navigation
payload and a ranging payload. The satellite has a C-band
transponder which helps accurate determination of the
range of the satellite. ISRO chairman A. S. Kiran Kumar
has  said that the new satellite would help a person on the
ground locate his geographical position in the subconti-
nent.

The satellite will provide navigation, tracking and
mapping services.

India’s Air-to-Air Missile Astra 
Test-fired

India’s  Beyond  Visual  Range  air-to-air  missile
was successfully test-fired on March 19, 2015 in Odisha,
the defence ministry said. The Indian Air Force conducted
the test off the coast of Odisha near the Integrated Test
Range at Balasore.

NITI Aayog Holds its First Meeting

The first meeting of the newly constituted planning
body, the Niti Aayog (National Institution for Trans-
forming India), was held on February 6, 2015 in New
Delhi. Members of the Aayog told Prime Minister that the
government needs to work towards high growth, predict-
able tax regime, fiscal prudence and rapid infrastructure
development.

First  meeting  also  focussed  on  issues  related  to
growth, investment, decentralisation and poverty allevia-
tion.
● Chairing  the  first  meeting  of  the  Aayog,  Prime

Minister  Modi  had  solicited  the   members’  and
economists’ views on the state of economy, ways to
perk up revenue mobilisation, expenditure rationali-
sation and suggestions to put the country back on a
high growth path. He prescribed that the institution
should work towards promoting cooperative fede-
ralism and facilitate healthy competition for develop-
ment among states. The Aayog was set up with the
objective to establish a dynamic institutional mech-
anism where individuals outside the government
could contribute to policy making.

● The PM pointed out that the country must develop
fast, taking advantage of current global environment
to meet the aspirations of the people. He cited the
recent initiatives of the government, which include
the Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana, direct cash
transfer of LPG subsidy and Swachh Bharat.

● The meeting was organised with some very eminent
economists with regard to the state of economy and
steps required to boost investment, growth and even
specific suggestions with regard to the Union Budget.
According to an official statement issued after the
meeting, the members also gave suggestions on
various sectors of the economy. Finance Minister
Arun Jaitely also attended the meeting and invited
specific suggestions with regard to the Union Budget.

● The economists attending the meeting drew Prime
Minister Modi’s attention to the need for a renewed
focus on India’s high-cost low-productivity farm
sector, in addition to the manufacturing sector that is
being given a push through the Make in India cam-
paign.

● Those who participated in the meeting included
former FICCI Director General Rajiv Kumar, former
Reserve Bank Governor Bimal Jalan, former Reserve
Bank Deputy Governor Subir Gokarn and former
Chairman, Commission for Agricultural Costs and
Prices, Ashok Gulati.

● NITI  Aayog  Vice-Chairman  Arvind  Panagariya,
Chief Economic Adviser Arvind Subramanian and
the Aayog’s full-time members Bibek Debroy and V.
K. Saraswat, Minister of State for Finance Jayant
Sinha and Planning Minister Rao Inderjit Singh were
present.

Meeting of the Governing Council
Niti Aayog’s Governing Council comprising Chief

Ministers of States and Lt. Governors of Union Territories
met on February 8, 2015 chaired by Prime Minister
Narendra Modi. Demands for greater devolution of funds
to the states dominated the first meeting of the Governing
Council of the NITI Aayog. Prime Minister Modi reite-
rated that states and the Centre, or Team India, must
work to forge a model of cooperative federalism for
resolving differences and charting a common course to
progress and prosperity. Addressing the meeting the
Prime Minister described ‘Team India’ as a combination of
three teams—The Prime Minister and the Chief Ministers;
the Union Council of Ministers; and the bureaucracy at
the centre and the states.

The     Prime Minister constituted three sub-groups of
Chief  Ministers  within NITI Aayog :
● First  Sub-group—It  will  study  the  66  centrally

sponsored schemes and recommend which schemes
should continue which should be transferred to states,
and which to continue.

● Second Sub-group—It will focus on skill develop-
ment and creation of skilled manpower within states.

● Third Sub-group—It will decide on the institutional
mechanisms  to  be  evolved  for  Swachh  Bharat
Abhiyaan so that cleanliness becomes a part of life in
perpetuity.

Taskforce
PM has asked all the states to create two task forces

under the aegis of the NITI Aayog, one to focus on
poverty alleviation, and the other to focus on future
development of agriculture in the states.

Justice Radhakrishnan Panel 
Submits its Report on Road Safety 

to the Supreme Court

Supreme Court constituted Committee on road safety
chaired by Justice (retd.) K. S. Radhakrishnan submitted
its report before the Supreme Court in the third week of
February 2015.
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Main Recommendations
● Terming Indian roads as ‘‘giant killers’’, the

Radhakrishnan Panel has recommended ban on sale
of alcohol on state and national highways to curb
road accidents.

● Pointing out a slew of deficiencies on the part of state
governments in enforcing motor vehicle rules, the
panel has strictly recommended proper implementa-
tion of law against drunken driver, speed limit vio-
lations and other road safety rules related offences.

● The committee also stressed the framming of road
safety policies by state governments. No state has
framed a road safety policy so far except Kerala,
Uttar Pradesh and Nagaland.

● The Panel also recommended an audit of road safety
to be conducted by states to ensure that safety
standards are incorporated in the design, construc-
tion and maintenance of roads.

● The committee also found the laxity in implementa-
tion of helmet laws for two-wheeler drivers a major
cause of road accidents related fatalities.

● It also expressed concern over corrupt and erroneous
procedure of issuing driving licenses.

● The Panel also suggested removal of hoardings and
vision obstructing objects on road for safe driving.

● Highlighting lack of awareness among people on
road safety rules, the panel recommended that the
state governments must frame a permanent and
scientific policy on educating people in this regard.
Acting on the committee’s report on road safety, the

Supreme Court bench comprising Justices Madan B.
Lokur and U. U. Lalit directed the states to implement the
Radhakrishnan Committee recommendations.
● The Apex Court had constituted the three-member

K. S. Radhakrishnan Committee on road safety in
April 2014.

● Justice K. S. Radhakrishnan, a former Supreme
Court judge was the chairman of the committee.

● S. Sunder, former Secretary of Ministry of Surface
Transport and former Head of Department of
Traffic Engineering and Safety Nishi Mittal were
other two members of the three-member committee.

To Counter China, 6 Airports in 
Arunachal Pradesh

In a strategic move, the NDA government has com-
menced  work  to  develop  six  airports  in  Arunachal
Pradesh. The eastern border state, which China does not
recognise as part of India, does not have a single opera-
tional airport at present and has just a heliport near
Itanagar.

In fact, along the 3,488  km border with China, there
are no operational airports at present. According to the
proposal firmed up in a meeting between Civil Aviation
Minister  Ashok  Gajapatti  Raju  Pusapati  and  Chief
Minister of northeastern states on January 29, 2015, the

first of these airports at Tezu is to be made operational in
January 2016.

Apart from the airport at Tezu, efforts have also been
renewed to resolve a long-standing dispute between the
central and state government over sharing the compensa-
tion for rehabilitation of 145 familes to develop a second
airport at Holangi.

Besides, feasibility studies are being commissioned to
set up four more airports at Tawang, Daparizo, Anini
and Koloriang.

The push to improve air connectivity in the region
comes close on the heels of the Indian government easing
norms to construct 1,800 km of roads and military facili-
ties along its disputed border with China in September
2014.

The seven operational airports in the Northeastern
region are Dibrugarh, Lilabari, Guwahati (Assam), Dima-
pur (Nagaland), Shillong (Meghalaya), Imphal (Manipur)
and Agartala (Tripura).

Heads of Indian Missions 
Conference in New Delhi

Prime Minister Narendra Modi on February 7, 2015
in New Delhi asked Indian diplomats to ‘shed old
mindsets’ and help the country position itself in a leading
role, rather than just a balancing force globally. Noting
that there were new ‘actors’ and new ‘threats’ to global
peace and prosperity, he told India’s top diplomats from
nearly 120 missions that India had a great responsibility
in helping the world counter these challenges.

Inaugurating a four-day ‘Heads of Indian Mission
Conference’ with the theme ‘diplomacy with develop-
ment’, Modi said India must take the lead in countering
challenge of climate change, and also work for a change in
global attitudes towards the challenges of climate change.
Describing the diplomats as “shining vibrant representa-
tives” (tejasvi, jeevant anshpunj) of India’s glorious heri-
tage, Modi emphasised the role of heads of missions in
projecting India to the world.

He asked the diplomats, who included envoys from
the consulates, to work ceaselessly and with a clear mind
on India’s development priorities and to advance India’s
interests abroad.
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Parliament Approves Insurance Bill

Prime Minister Narendra Modi led NDA govern-
ment achieved a big success in its economic reform agenda
when the long-pending Insurance Bill meant for raising
foreign investment cap to 49% from 26% got the approval
of the Upper House of Parliament after main opposition
Party Congress backed the bill.

The Controversial Insurance Laws (Amendment) Bill,
2015 was passed by voice vote in the Rajya Sabha on
March 12, 2015. The Bill replaced an ordinance promul-
gated in December 2014. Trinamool Congress, DMK and
Left Parties strongly opposed the bill but with support of
Congress, NCP, AIADMK, BJD and Shiv Sena which is
ally in the government, the insurance bill easily sailed
through the Rajya Sabha where NDA is in a minority.

The bill, which was passed by Lok Sabha on March 4,
2015 provides for raising the foreign investment cap in
insurance sector from 26% to 49% and is expected to bring
in funds to the thousands of crores. The passage of the Bill
paved the way for major reform related amendments in
the Insurance Act, 1938, the General Insurance Business
(Nationalization) Act, 1972 and the Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority (IRDA) Act 1999.

46th Governors’ Conference

The 46th Governors’ Conference was held on Feb-
ruary 11-12, 2015 at the Rashtrapati Bhawan.

Insisting that peace and communal harmony must be
ensured, President Mukherjee said that liberties, freedom
and equality were guaranteed in the Constitution and any
deviation from these  principles would weaken the demo-
cratic fabric of the country.

In his concluding remarks, the President said Gover-
nors and Lt. Governors have an important role to play in
making cooperative federlism a reality. It is expected from
them to make a positive contribution in strengthening the
partnership between centre and states.

The Conference was attended, besides the PM, by
Cabinet Ministers, 21 Governors and two Lt. Governors.

Pointing out the importance of education in trans-
formation of the country, the President urged the Prime
Minister  to  examine  the  possibility  of  progressively

increasing spending on education from 3·8% of GDP at
present to 6% of GDP in the coming years.

The Agenda
The agenda for the Conference includes :

● Security, internal and external with special focus on
border security in states sharing international fron-
tiers,

● Financial inclusion, employment generation and
employability, making skill development program-
mes effective,

● Sanitation, achieving the goal of Swachh Bharat by
2019 on Mahatma Gandhi’s 150th birth anniversary
and

● Issues relating to Fifth and Sixth Schedule of the
Constitution of India and development related issues
of North-Eastern Areas.
On the international front, the President said that

India followed a policy of maintaining peaceful relations
with all countries and behind that all disputes relating to
our border areas or otherwise should be resolved through
peaceful means.

On the economic scenario, he said India is projected
to have the largest workforce in the world by 2025, with a
surplus of 47 million workers against a shortage of 56·5
million skilled workers in the world.

“This  demographic  dividend  is  a  double-edged
sword. If their huge potential is tapped, they could
become a powerful engine for growth. On the other hand,
if we fail to do so, it could create social tension,” he war-
ned. He said the youth could become creators, innovators,
builders and leaders of the future if they get proper
education.

The President stressed that skill development was
also important for the success of the Make-in-India cam-
paign.

SIT Set up for 1984 Sikh Riot 
Re-investigation

A Special Investigation Team (SIT) was set up by the
government on February 12, 2015 for fresh investigation
into the 1984 anti-Sikh riots  cases in Delhi and some other
areas.

An order on setting up of the SIT was issued by the
Union Home Ministry on February 12 itself. The team will
submit its report within six months. The three-member
SIT will have two Inspector General rank IPS officers and
a judicial officer. The SIT will be headed by Pramod
Asthana, an IPS officer of 1986 batch. It will have Rakesh
Kapoor, a retired district and sessions judge and Kumar
Gyanesh, Additional Deputy Commissioner of Police in
Delhi Police as members. The SIT has been constituted
following a recommendation of a committee, headed by
former Supreme Court Judge Justice (retd.) G.P. Mathur,
which was set up to look into the possibility of re-
investigation of 1984 riots cases. The committee submitted
its report to the Home Minister Rajnath Singh in January
2015 recommending setting up to SIT for a fresh probe
into the riots that followed the assassination of the then
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi on October 31, 1984.
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3,325 people were killed in the riots. Of them, Delhi
alone accounted for 2,733 and the rest were killed in Uttar
Pradesh, Haryana, Madhya Pradesh, Maharashtra and
other states.

Supersonic Cruise Missile BrahMos 
Tested Successfully

India on February 14, 2015 successfully test-fired the
supersonic BrahMos cruise missile from INS Kolkata,
navy’s most powerful and newest warship in Arabian
Sea.

The launch was flawless and the missile met all its
parameters.

The Indian Navy commissioned INS Kolkata on
August 16, 2014. This is the first ship of this class, with
two more in the pipeline.

All the three ships will be equipped with the vertical
launched BrahMos system as the prime strike weapon.

The Universal Vertical Launching Module (UVLM)
being used in these has a unique design developed and
patented by BrahMos Aerospace. The UVLM has the
benefits of stealth and permits launching of the missile
vertically in any direction.

Know About BrahMos
● The BrahMos has a range of 290 km.
● Can carry a conventional warhead of upto 300 kg.
● Has a top speed of Mach 2·8 which is about three times

faster than US Subsonic Tomahawk.
● Can be launched from submarines, ships, aircraft and

land.

First Renewable Energy Global 
Investors Meet (RE-Invest)

The first Renewable Energy Global Investors Meet,
known as RE-Invest, was held in New Delhi on February
15, 2015. As many as 293 companies have committed to
generate 266 GW of renewable energy in the next five
years under the government’s ambitious RE-Invest pro-
gramme unveiled by Prime Minister Narendra Modi.
● The meet was organised by the Union Ministry of

New and Renewable Energy as a follow-up to make
in India initiative of the Prime Minister.

● The aim of the meet is to evalue innovative financial
models for funding and to ensure the partnership of
states and the centre in harnessing renewable energy.

● Germany is the partner country for Re-Invest 2015.
● Re-Invest 2015 provded single platform to attract

large scale investments for solar and wind power
generation in India.

● On the occasion, 14 banks and financial institutions, 8
PSUs and private manufacturers, 15 private sector
companies gave their Green Energy Commitments to
the Ministers.

● To increase the share of renewable energy, Union
Government has revised the target of solar power

generation from 20,000 MW by 2022 to 1,00,000 MW
by 2020.

● Renewable energy companies including Suzlon and
Gamesa have committed to manufacture equipment
to help generate 11,000 MW and 7,500 MW of power
respectively to be used in the non-conventional
energy side.

● The country’s largest power producer NTPC has also
said it would generate 10,000 MW of power through
green sources in the next five years.

● Among others are Welspun Energy with a target to
generate 11,000 MW renewable energy followed by
Re-New Power 11,500 MW capacity. Reliance Power
6,000 MW, Hindustan Power projects 10,000 MW and
Sun Edison 15,000 MW.

● The country’s biggest lender SBI has said that it will
finance 15,000 MW renewable energy over the next
five years.

● At present, renewable energy contributes over 6 per
cent of the total power generated in India. Union
government planning to double its share to 12 per
cent with an investment of 100 billion US dollar over
the next four-five years.

Govt. Nod to Build Seven Stealth 
Frigates and Six N-Submarines

In a major step towards building a formidable blue-
water Navy for the future, the Modi government has
cleared the indigenous construction of seven stealth
frigates and six nuclear-powered attack submarines,
which together will cost well upwards  1 lakh crore.

The Cabinet Committee on Security (CCS) took these
decisions in tune with the ‘critical necessity’ for India to
bolster its ‘overall deterrence capability’ in the entire
Indian Ocean Region (IOR), especially its primary area
of strategic interest stretching from the Persian Gulf to the
Strait of Malacca.

Under the over  50,000 crore ‘Project-17A’ for stealth
frigates, four will be constructed at Mazagon Docks in
Mumbai and three in Garden Reach Shipbuilders and
Engineers in Kolkata.
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The Multi-Mission Frigates
Both the defence shipyards are already geared up for

the project because it’s a ‘follow-on’ to the three 6,100
tonne stealth frigates built by Mazgaon Docks Limited,
INS Shivalik, INS Satpura and INS Sahyadari, which
were inducted in 2010–12.

The new multi-mission frigates will be larger, faster
and stealthier than the Shivaliks as well as packed with
more weapons and sensors to operate in “a multi-threat
environment”. But it could well take a decade, if not
more, to build all the seven frigates.

N-Powered Submarines
The complex project for the nuclear-powered sub-

marines (SSNs) will take longer. After the CCS approval,
technical parameters or naval staff qualitative require-
ments (NSQRs) will now be drafted for the over 6,000
tonne submarines.

The SSNs are likely to be constructed at the secretive
ship-building centre (SBC) in Vizag, where India’s first
three SSBNs (nuclear-powered submarines with nuclear
ballistic missiles) are being built to complete the country’s
nuclear weapons triad.

The government has basically ‘re-worked’ the 30-year
diesel-electric submarine-building plan, approved by the
CCS in 1999, which envisaged induction of 12 new con-
ventional submarines by 2012, followed by another dozen
by 2030.

But with no new submarine inducted till now, the
government has decided to go in for six SSNs and 18
conventional  vessels,  said  sources.  Nuclear-powered
submarines are much deadlier than diesel-electric sub-
marines since they do not need to surface every few days
to get oxygen to recharge their batteries.

National Judicial Appointments 
Commission Bill Receives President’s 

Assent : Becomes Act

The National Judicial Appointments Commission
(NJAC) bill passed by Parliament in August 2014 has
received President’s assent on the December 31, 2014. The
new law facilitates the setting up of a commission for
appointment of judges, replacing the 20-year-old colle-
gium system. The 121st Constitution Amendment Bill
stipulates amendments to Article 124(2) and 217(1), which
deal with appointment of Judges in the Supreme Court
and the high court respectively.

It paves the way for the setting up of NJAC, which
will appoint and transfer judges to the SC and the 24 High
Courts. As many as 16 of the 29 states have ratified the
bill. Any constitutional amendment bill requires rati-
fication by at least 50% of the states.

The commission is proposed to be established by
amending the Constitution of India through the ninety-
ninth amendment vide the Constitution (one Hundred
Twenty First Amendment Bill) 2014 passed by the Lok

Sabha on August 13, 2014 and by the Rajya Sabha on
August 14, 2014.

Besides the CJI, the judiciary would be represented
by two senior judges of the Supreme Court. Two eminent
personalities and the Law Minister will be the other
members of the body.

Prithvi-II Test-fired Successfully

Strategic Forces Command personnel test-fired the
nuclear weapons capable Prithvi-II missile from Chandi-
pur in Balasore district of Odisha on February 19, 2015 for
a range of 250 km as against its full strike range of 350 km.

After a nearly seven minutes of flight, the surface-to-
surface missile carrying a 500 kg dummy payload spla-
shed into he Bay of Bengal within less than 20 metres of
the target point, said Defence Research and Development
Scientists.

The  nine-metre-tall,  single  stage  liquid-fuelled
Prithvi-II, the first missile to be developed under the
Integrated Guided Missile Development Programme to
the  DRDO,  was  inducted  into  the  command  in  2003.
Several flight-tests were held for user training.

Prithvi-II has been designed to operate with both
liquid and solid fuels and is capable of carrying both
conventional and nuclear payloads.

The scientists said Prithvi could not be intercepted
because of its manoeuvring capability.
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Citizenship Ordinance Merging 
PIO, OCI Schemes Gets President’s 

Approval

The President of India, Pranab Mukherjee on January
6, 2015 cleared an ordinance amending the Indian
citizenship Act to merge the Person of Indian Origin (PIO)
and Overseas Citizenship of India (OCI) schemes. The
amendments seek to relax the stipulation of one-year
continuous stay in India by certain degrees of appli-
cants—including a PIO, a foreign national married to an
Indian citizen and an OCI of 5 years—before they seek
Indian citizenship.

The amendments to the Citizenship Act will merge
the benefits of PIO and OCI schemes and rename the
combined  project  as  Indian  Overseas  Cardholder
Scheme.

PIO Vs OCI

A person of Indian Origin (PIO)
● Means a foreign citizen (except a national of Pakistan,

Afghanistan, Bangladesh, China, Iran, Bhutan, Sri Lanka
and Nepal)

● A foreign citizen whose one of the parents/ grand-
parents/great grandparents was born and a permanent
resident of India.

● Who is a spouse of a citizen of India or a PIO.

Benefits
1. PIO card holders do not require a visa to visit India for a

period of 15 years from the date of issue of the PIO card.
2. They are exempted from registration at FRRO/FRO if

their stay does not exceed 180 days, in  case the stay
exceeds 180 days, they shall have to register with
FRRO/FRO within the next 30 days.

3. They enjoy parity with NRIs in economic, financial and
educational benefits.

4. All future benefits that would be exempted to NRIs
would also be available to the PIO card holders.

Overseas Citizen of India (OCI) Card
A foreign national, who was eligible to become citizen

of India on 26.01.1950  or was a citizen of India on or at
anytime after 26.01.1950 or belonged to a territory that became
part of India after 15.08.1947 is eligible for registration as
Overseas Citizen of India (OCI). Minor children of such
person are also eligible for OCI. However, if the applicant  had
ever been a citizen of Pakistan or Bangladesh, he/she will not
be eligible for OCI.

Benefits
OCIs are entitled to a multipurpose, multiple entry,

lifelong visa allowing them to visit India at any time, for any
length of time and for any purpose.
● Exempted from police reporting for any length of stay in

the country.
● Have also been granted all rights in the economic,

financial and education fields in parity with NRIs except,
the right to acquisition of agricultural or plantation
properties.

The PIOs will thus enjoy a life-long Indian visa
besides exemption from registering themselves with the
FRO/FRRO if their stay in India extends six months.

The decision to amend the Citizenship Act, 1955 was
taken after a large number of representations were
received from PIOs, complaining about police reporting
required beyond 180 days of stay, within the next 30 days.
Also, PIO cardholders were eligible for only 15-year visas,
as against life-long visas provided to those OCI card-
holders.

102nd Indian Science Congress 
Concluded

The 102nd edition of the Indian Science Congress
was held from January 3 to 7, 2015 in Mumbai. The
Congress was hosted by Mumbai University at its Kalina
Campus themed ‘Science and Technology for Human
Development’. The Congress hosted sessions by Nobel
Laureates, eminent scientists and academicians.
● The event attracted over 15,000 delegates from all

over India, including scientists and research students. 
● The Modi government’s initiatives in last seven

months, like Swachh Bharat, Make in India and Skill
Development, were part of the deliberations at the
five-day meet.

● The claims made by some speakers on ancient
aviation and surgery at a symposium on 'Ancient
Sciences through Sanskrit' created controversy.

● There was also a discussion on 'Science and Tech-
nology in SAARC Countries’ and on the much-
debated issue of GM crops in India. 

● Nobel Laureates and eminent scientists and tech-
nology experts from India and abroad were present
at the meet, whose theme was 'Science and Tech-
nology for Human Development'.

● Women’s Science Congress, Children’s Science Cong-
ress, Science Exhibition were also organised during
the session. 

● The Children’s Science Congress was inaugurated by
the former President A.P.J. Abdul Kalam. Nobel
laureate K. Satyarthi also interacted with the parti-
cipants.

● Among other topics, biodiversity conservation, space
application and clean energy systems for the future
figured in the sessions. 

Modi linked a nation’s progress to science and called for
efforts to make technology reach the poorest, remotest and
most vulnerable person.

IAF Finally Gets Indigenous LCA 
Tejas

In a quiet ceremony on January 17, 2015, Hindustan
Aeronautics Ltd. (HAL) handed over the Light Combat
Aircraft  in  the  Tejas  Series  Production  (LCA-SPI) to
defence Minister Manohar Parrikar and Air Chief Marshal
Anup Raha at Bengaluru.
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The aircrafts will now be finally used by the Indian
Air Force (IAF) which has had a long frustrating wait to
get the plane that was once conceived 32 years ago.

The LCA-SPI flew for the first time on October 1, 2014
commanded by Air Commodore (retd.) K. A. Muthanna
and is in its initial operational clearance (IOC) configura-
tion and not the FOC (Final Operational Clearance),
which is expected only early next year. This version of the
aircraft will lack the latest electronic warfare suite, which
was integrated into one of the LCAs earlier, mid-air
refuelling and long-range missiles capabilities, among
other things that the FOC-configuration aircraft will boast
of.

32-YR DREAM
TAKES WINGS

   The handover signals the 
beginning of a process of induction 
of the fighters being built at home 
under a project which has already 
cost the exchequer nearly `8‚000
crore. The entire project is estimated 
to cost over `30‚000 crore.

The LCA programme was indicated in 1983 to replace the ageing MiG-21s 
in the IAF’s combat fleet but has missed several deadlines due to various 

  The final operational clearance 
(FOC), however, is expected by the 
year-end.
    The current version of the aircraft 
lacks the latest electronic warfare 
suite,  mid-air refuelling and 
long-range missilles capabilities, 
among other things that the FOC-
configura-
tion air-
craft will
have

    The aircraft that has been handed 
over has got the initial operational 
dearance-II, which signifies that 
Tejas is airworthy in different 
conditions.

Thirty-two years after 
the project was 
sanctioned, the first 
indigenously built Tejas 
light combat aircraft 
was handed over by 
defence minister 
Manohar Parrikar to the 
IAF on January 17, 2015

20
Tejas aircraft will 

be built by 
2017-2018 to 
make the first 

squadron

The cost of one single SP standard LCA could touch
about  160 crore thanks to the delays, while an earlier
estimate was to be about  120 crore.

13th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas 
Celebrated in Gandhinagar, Gujarat

Pravasi Bharatiya Divas was celebrated in Gandhi-
nagar,  Gujarat  on  January 8 to 9, 2015.  The  Indian
diaspora from across the world assembled  at the venue
giving hope that the people of Indian origin living abroad
have sensitive feelings for their home country.

On this occasion Prime Minister Narendra Modi
described the millions of people of Indian origin across
the world as ‘great capital’ and appealed to the diaspora
to turn to their homeland for reaping opportunities
awaiting them here.

Know  about  13th  Pravasi  Bharatiya  Divas
(PBD)
● Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) is celebrated on

January 9 every year in India.
● The Theme for this year was ‘Apna Bharat, Apna

Gaurav’.
● 13th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas (PBD) which will be

organized  at  Mahatma  Mandir  in  Gandhinagar,
Gujarat.

● Gujarat is chosen as partner state to host 13th Pravasi
Bharatiya  Divas  (PBD)  to  mark  the  100th year  of
Gandhi's return to India from South Africa.

● The little-known event is also known as ‘Non-Resident
Indian Day’ as it marks the return of Mahatma Gandhi
from South Africa in the year 1915 on January 9.

● Pravasi Bharatiya Divas is organised by Ministry of
Overseas Indian Affairs and is well supported by
Federation of Indian Chambers of Commerce and
Industry (FICCI), Confederation of Indian Industry
(CII) and Ministry of Development of North Eastern
Region of India.

● The Pravasi Bharatiya Divas event organised to
commemorate the contributions of expatriate and
non-resident Indians and people of Indian origin
was started by former PM Atal Bihari Vajpayee under
the chairmanship of L. M.  Singhvi.

● PBD conventions have been held every year since its
inception in 2003.

● Individuals who have achieved excellence in their
respective fields are also honoured at the event with
the prestigious ‘Bharatiya Samman’ award.

● Apart from networking and building partnerships,
Pravasi Bharatiya Divas function also helps in dis-
cussing important initiatives related to trade, invest-
ment, emigration, education, culture, health, develop-
ment of science, and technological advancements.

● The venue of the gala event is Mahatma Mandir in
Gandhinagar this year.

● The chief guest of the 13th Pravasi Bharatiya Divas
celebrations would be Guyana President Donald
Ramotar.

Continued on Page 74
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ANDHRA PRADESH

AP Cabinet Approved Amaravathi as Capital
of the State

Andhra Pradesh Cabinet on April 1, 2014 approved
Amaravathi as the name of new capital city of the state.
The name of Amaravathi as state capital was finalised in
view of its historical, spiritual and mythological signi-
ficance.

Besides this AP Cabinet approved the first phase of
the  master  plan  prepared  by  Singapore  government
agencies and the new industrial policy, which will accele-
rate industrialisation of the state.

ASSAM

Assam Declared Disturbed Area for Another
Year, AFSPA Continues to be Effective

The Centre Government has extended the Armed
Forces (Special Powers) Act, 1958 declaring Assam as a
‘disturbed area’ for another one year. The Union Home
Ministry on January 2, 2015 issued a notification deciding
to continue with the ‘disturbed area’ status of the state
under provisions of Section 3 of the AFSP Act, 1958. The
entire state of Assam was first declared as a disturbed
area on November 27, 1990 when the Army was deployed
to carry out counter insurgency operations following
ULFA problem. The area falling within 20 km of the inter-
state  border  of  Assam in  Meghalaya  and  Arunachal
Pradesh was also declared the disturbed area in a bid to
facilitate the Army operations in pursuit of fleeing mili-
tants in the adjoining states of Assam.

The AFSPA provides some special powers to the
Army and other security forces to launch operations
against militants and secure peace and order in the area.

Railway  Minister  Flagged  off  First  Goods
Train from Lumding to Silchar in Assam

Railway Minister Suresh Prabhu on March 27, 2015
flagged off the first goods train from Lumding to Silchar
in Assam. He announced a cash reward for those involved
in the Lumding-Silchar gauge conversion project which
will give thrust to better rail connectivity in North-Eastern
States.

The gauge conversion of 210 km Lumding-Silchar
section in Assam connects Barak valley of Assam with the
rest of the country. It was completed at  a cost of 3500
crores rupes. The broad gauge line comprise of 21 tunnels,
79 major bridges and 340 miner bridges, 28 stations and
four halt stations.

Lumding is a town and a municiple board in Nagaon
district in Assam, while, Silchar is the headquarters of
Cachar district of Assam.

In addition to Lumding-Silchar broad gauge, Union
government had floated other rail projects to provide rail
connectivity in the North-East states of Manipur, Mizoram
and Tripura which are expected to be completed by
March 2016. These rail projects are :
● Badarpur–Kumarghat Project (118 km)
● Baraigram–Dullabchera (29 km)
● Arunachal–Jiribam (50 km)
● Karimganj–Mahishana (13·50 km)

BIHAR

Nitish Kumar Sworn in as Bihar CM
Bihar Governor Keshari Nath Tripathi administered

the oath of office and secrecy to senior Janata Dal (United)
leader Nitish Kumar as the Chief Minister of Bihar on
February 22, 2015 at Raj Bhawan, Patna. Nitish swearing
in ceremony ended a political turmoil in Bihar over power
struggle with his predecessor and once his close aide Jitan
Ram Manjhi. Besides Mr. Kumar, 22 ministers including
three women were also sworn in by the governor. Nitish
Kumar had resigned as the Chief Minister of Bihar about
9 months ago, owning moral responsibility of JD (U)
defeat in the Lok Sabha election in Bihar in May 2014.

Nitish Kumar became the CM of Bihar for the fourth
time.

DELHI

Aam Aadmi Party Storms to Power in Delhi
Assembly

The Aam Aadmi Party led by charismatic leader
Arvind Kejriwal registered an unprecedented and
landslide victory in the 70-member Delhi assembly by
sweeping 67 seats on February 10, 2015. AAP’s perfor-
mance in the Delhi assembly poll was so massive as it
conceded only three seats to BJP, the worst drubbing to
BJP in Delhi—from 31 seats in 2013 assembly polls.

Congress’ political nightmare continued in Delhi as it
could not win a single seat in the assembly. Congress’ CM
candidate Ajay Maken also suffered a crushing defeat by
a margin of over 5,000 votes at the hands of Som Dutt of
Aam Aadmi Party in Sadar Bazar Constituency.

BJP’s CM candidate Kiran Bedi lost the traditional
stronghold of BJP—Krishna Nagar by more than 2000
votes.

Arvind Kejriwal himself won the prestigious New
Delhi seat by a margin of over 31,500 votes, defeating
BJP’s Nupur Sharma. Kejriwal was unanimously elected
the leader of AAP’s legislature party. AAP’s vote-share
increased upto 54·3% from 29·49% in the previous Delhi
assembly polls in 2013. BJP’s voteshare remained 32·2%.
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The Aam Aadmi Party’s massive win in Delhi is
among the biggest electoral victories in the history of
Indian  elections.  Only  Sikkim  has  witnessed  bigger
electoral sweeps. Sikkim saw India’s three most com-
prehensive electoral wins ever. Sikkim Sangram Parishad
led by Nar Bahadur Bhandari and current Sikkim CM
Pawan Kumar Chamling’s Sikkim Democratic Front have
both won all 32 assembly seats in Sikkim in one election
each. In 2004, Mr. Chamling’s Party swept 31 seats out of
the 32 seats. In terms of seat share, AAP’s performance (67
win out of 70 seats) is next only to these results. The only
three BJP candidates who survived the AAP tsunami were
Jagdish Pradhan (Mustafabad), Vijender Gupta (Rohini)
and Om Prakash Sharma (Vishwas Nagar).

Arvind Kejriwal was on February 14, 2015 sworn in
as the 8th Chief Minister of Delhi at the Ramlila Maidan in
Central Delhi after winning a massive mandate in Delhi
assembly polls held on February 7. It was the second
innings of Kejriwal as the CM of Delhi after a 49-day brief
rule in early 2014.

Delhi Government Launched India’s First e-
ration Card Service

Delhi became the first state in the country to launch
an  e-ration  card  service  with  Chief  Minister  Arvind
Kejriwal initiating the scheme on March 27, 2015. The
scheme for linking ration and Aadhaar Cards would
enable the beneficiaries of Public Distribution System
(PDS) to get the cards online from the government’s web
portal without hassels. The New service is expected to
curb corruption and increase transparency in the system.
Delhi High Court : 4 Benches Renamed Com-
mercial Courts

Delhi High Court on March 25, 2015 became the first
court in India to set-up dedicated commercial courts
within it to ensure speedy disposal of cases.

Chief Justice of Delhi High Court G. Rohini desig-
nated four benches act as commercial courts. Out of this,
two single judge benches with original jurisdiction will
deal with the suits involving commercial disputes relating
to intellectual property rights, arbitration, insurance,
banking, taxation, company cases etc.

The other two benches with appellate jurisdiction
will hear appeals against the commercial disputes cases.

Further out of the four benches, two benches—one
each from original and appellate jurisdiction—will be
e-courts, that is, they will function as paperless courts.

The High Court also designated 11 courts of civil
judges in the district courts—one in each of the 11 districts
of NCR of Delhi—to deal with commercial disputes.

The move will streamline civil judicial system and is
in line with the recommendation of 20th Law Commission
of India.

HARYANA

Yoga  Guru  Ramdev  Named  Brand  Ambass-
ador of Haryana

In a bid to promote Yoga and Ayurveda in Haryana,
the state government has appointed renowned Yoga Guru

Ramdev as the brand ambassador of Haryana. Sports and
Health Minister of Haryana Anil Vij officially made the
announcement in this regard on January 15, 2015. He
further said a herbal forest would be developed over
thousands of acres of land in Haryana where plants of
numerous species of ayurvedic herbs would be grown
under the supervision of the Yoga Guru and his close aide
and another Yoga Guru Balkrishna.

Yoga Guru Ramdev expressed happiness over being
appointed the brand ambassador of the state and vowed
to promote yoga in Haryana to make people of the state
healthier and more physically fit. He said the emphasis on
yoga and ayurveda would lead to an amalgamation of
tradition and modernity and inclusion of yoga in the
school syllabus would turn Haryana into a model state
based on Indian values and traditions.

Disclosing the state government’s grandiose plans to
promote  yoga  and  ayurveda,  Mr.  Vij  said  Krishna
Ayurvedic College of Haryana would be developed into
an Ayurvedic University whereas a yogic centre of inter-
national standards would be built in Panchkula.

JAMMU & KASHMIR

Mufti Mohammad Sayeed Sworn in as Jammu
and Kashmir CM

Ending political uncertainty in Jammu and Kashmir,
People’s Democratic Party patron Mufti Mohammad
Sayeed was on March 1, 2015 sworn in as the 12th Chief
Minister of the State by Governor N.N. Vohra at Zorawar
auditorium, Jammu University, in Jammu. The Bharatiya
Janata Party joined the government for the first time in J &
K history, a lone Muslim majority state of India. Mufti
Sayeed became the Chief Minister of J&K for the second
time as he had been the CM from November 2, 2002 to
November 2, 2005.

Nirmal  Singh  of  BJP  became  the  Deputy  Chief
Minister of the State. Apart from Sayeed and Singh, 23
other leaders both from PDP and BJP were sworn in as
Ministers in the Jammu & Kashmir  Government.

Even though the five-phase election witnessed
massive participation of voters despite militant threat and
boycott by separatists, a popular government could not
assume office by January 19, 2015 the last date for
installing a government as the results threw a fractured
mandate.

The PDP emerged as the single largest party with 28
seats followed by BJP with 25 seats in the 87-member state
assembly. NC managed to win 15 seats while Congress
secured 12 seats. The Peoples Conference (PC) got two
while Communist Party of India (M) and Peoples Domo-
cratic Front (PDF) won one seat each.

As no party or group of parties had staked claim to
form the next government in the state, Governor’s rule
was imposed in the state. The present Governor’s rule
was the sixth one after the state merged with the Union of
India in 1947.

Imposition  of  Governors’  rule  was  announced  by
Governor Vohra at Jammu on January 9 after receiving
concurrence from the President of India, under section 92
(5) of the Constitution of Jammu and Kashmir.



PD/Current Events Round-up (Vol. 2)/19/2

JHARKHAND

Raghubar Das  Sworn-in  as  First  Non-Tribal
Chief Minister of Jharkhand

The Bharatiya Janata Party emerged victorious in the
Jharkhand Assembly polls as the results were declared on
December 23, 2014 for 81 seats of Jharkhand Assembly.
The BJP won 37 seats and easily crossed the magical mark

Jharkhand
Party 2014 2009

BJP 37 18

Congress 6 14
AJSU Party 5 5
JMM 19 18

Others 14 26

of 41 as its pre-poll
alliance partner the All
Jharkhand   Students
Union (AJSU) regis-
tered victory on five
seats. It was the strong
Modi-wave  effect  in
the  Jharkhand  polls
that BJP’s vote share
went up from the last time’s 24 per cent to 31 per cent
with 19 more Assembly seats in its kitty than the previous
election. Former Chief Minister Hemant Soren led
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha countered the anti-incumbency
effect by winning 19 seats this time, one more than the
previous assembly elections in 2009 but that was not
enough. Hemant Soren himself lost Dumka seats, one of
the strong bastions of JMM but won Barhet seat. The
Congress political nightmare continued as it was reduced
to six seats from 14 last time. Jharkhand Vikas Morcha
(Prajatantrik) claimed victory on eight seats while its chief
and former CM Babulal Marandi lost both the seats he
contested.

Senior BJP leader in Jharkhand Raghubar Das who
won Jamshedpur (East) seat for the fifth time in a row,
was unanimously elected BJP’s legislature party leader.

Raghubar Das was sworn in as the 10th Chief Minister
of Jharkhand by Governor Dr. Syed Ahmed on December
28, 2014 at Birsa Munda Football Stadium in Ranchi.
Mr. Das held the portfolios of Finance, Labour, Building
Construction and Urban Development. He is the first non-
tribal Chief Minister of Jharkhand since its formation as a
separate state in 2000.

KERALA

Kerala Finance Minister K. M. Mani Becomes
Chairman of GST Committee

Kerala’s finance, law and housing minister Karingo-
zhakkal Mani Mani received a big political boost amid the
demands of his resignation by the opposition Left Demo-
cratic Front (LDF) for the  alleged  bribery  charges  in  the
bar licence scandal, as he was on March 25, 2015 appoin-
ted as the Chairman of Empowered Committee of State
Finance Ministers on Goods and Service Tax (GST). The
post of the Chief of State GST Committee has been head-
less following the resignation of Abul Rahim Rather,
former Finance Minister of Jammu & Kashmir in Decem-
ber 2014 as Rather’s party National Conference lost
Assembly elections in the state in December 2014. The
GST is preparing the framework for implementation of
GST. Mani is appointed the Chief of State GST Committee

following the tradition in which the Finance Minister of a
State which is not ruled by a party in power at the Centre
becomes the Chief of State GST Committee. The Centre
has announced April 1, 2016 as the implementation
date for the proposed Goods and Services Tax and the
Empowered Committee of State GST is entrusted with its
smooth roll-out.

Mani, the leader of Kerala Congress (M), has presen-
ted the maximum—13—budgets in the legislative assembly
as finance minister. Mani was booked for  alleged  bribery
by the Vigilance and Anti-Corruption Bureau in Decem-
ber 2014. He had presented the Budget 2015-16 amid
unprecedented protests by the Opposition, which had
threatened that he would not be allowed to present the
budget.

MAHARASHTRA

Maharashtra   Government   Announced   to
Rename   Girgaum   Chowpatty   as   Swaraj
Bhoomi

The Maharashtra government on March 18, 2015
announced  to  rename  Girgaum  Chowpatty  beach  as
Swaraj Bhoomi as a tribute to Lokmanya Tilak whose last
rites were performed on the seashore along Girgaum. He
died on August 1, 1920. A Government Resolution issued
by the state urban development department dated March
17, 2015 states that the location is historically significant
and the decision to rename it has been taken with the
intention of inspiring future generations. It cities Tilak’s
clarion call to the nation, “Swaraj is My Birth Right I shall
have it’ and goes on to state that the veteran freedom
fighter dedicated his life to the cause of India’s self-rule.
The demand was raised by Lokmanya Tilak Gaurav
Samiti.

Maratha Reservation Bill Gets Maharashtra
Legislature Nod

Maharashtra Legislative Assembly gave its nod to the
Maratha Reservation Bill on December 23, 2014 paving
the way for 16 per cent reservation to Marathas in admis-
sion to educational institutions and government jobs in
the state. The Congress and NCP led opposition protested
the government’s attempt to drop a similar bill on Muslim
reservation.

The previous Congress-NCP government had brought
an ordinance in June 2014 providing 16 per cent reserva-
tion to Marathas and 5 per cent reservation to the  Muslim
Community for  admission  in  educational  institutes  and
government jobs in Maharashtra.

The Bombay high court, however, passed an interim
order staying the reservation for Marathas and job reser-
vation for Muslims, while allowing five per cent reserva-
tion for Muslims in educational institutions. The Supreme
Court refused to interfere with the High Court order.

The Maharashtra Legislative Council also passed the
Maratha Reservation Bill a day after its clearance from
the State Assembly. The Bill will come into effect after
the Governor’s approval. Maharashtra CM Devendra
Fadnavis said that his government would take decision on
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the Muslim reservation after consulting with the State
Advocate General and other legal experts. The ordinance
on Muslim reservation lapsed on December 24, 2014.

Sale of Gutka to be Non-bailable Offence in
Maharashtra

Maharashtra government on March 23 announced in
the Assembly that sale of gutka would be a non-bailable
offence in the state. Food and Drugs Minister of Maha-
rashtra Girish Bapat said that the government was
determined to stop the menace of gutka on public health.
Manufacturing and sale of gutka are banned in the state
but these products are smuggled in Maharashtra from
neighbouring states as there is no such restriction of
manufacturing and sale of gutka in the neighbouring
states.

He further said, “Directives have been given to the
police to book the accused under section 328 of the IPC
which is non-bailable.” Section 328 of the Indian Penal
Code carries the charge of causing hurt by means of
poison etc. The accused under section 328, if found guilty
by the court, could be imprisoned upto 10 years along
with a fine.

President     Signs    Bill   Banning   Beef   in
Maharashtra

President Pranab Mukherjee has signed the Maha-
rashtra Animal Preservation (Amendment) Bill, 1995,
nearly 19 years after the Maharashtra Assembly passed
the bill during the previous BJP-Shiv Sena rule in 1995.
The slaughter of cows was previously prohibited in the
state under the Maharashtra Animal Preservation Act,
1976. But the new amended act extended the slaughter
ban on bulls as well as bullocks. The slaughter of bulls
and bullocks was allowed in the previous act on a fit-for-
slaughter certificate basis. Water buffaloes, which pro-
vides carabeef are kept out of the new act ambit. Carabeef
is generally seen as an inferior quality meat that makes up
only 25 per cent of the total beef market in the state. The
President had signed the Bill and sent it to the Union
Home Ministry which then informed the Maharashtra
Governor of the decision. The punishment for sale or
possession of beef could be jail for 5 years or an addi-
tional fine of  10000. The President’s nod to the bill
banning beef trade in Maharashtra came on the heels of a
meeting with seven BJP MPs from the state led by Kirit
Somaiya (MP from Mumbai North) seeking President’s
nod.

ODISHA

Kalinga Ratna Award Conferred on Pratibha
Ray

Renowned  writer  and  Jnanpith  award  winner
Pratibha Ray was honoured with the prestigious Kalinga
Ratna award by Sarala Sahitya Sansad at a glittering
ceremony at Sarla Bhawan in Cuttack on December 15,
2014. The Kalinga Ratna honour carries a silver statue of
Goddess Saraswati and a copper plaque. Noted author
Santanu Acharya was also awarded the Sarala Samman,
carrying a cash prize of  50,000 and a copper plaque in

the same ceremony. Sarala Sahitya Sansad celebrated its
33rd annual function on December 15 and presented the
awards to numerous writers for their literary contribu-
tions.

RAJASTHAN

Rajasthan  Assembly  Passes  the  Minimum
Educational  Eligibility  Bill  for  Panchayat
Polls

The Rajasthan Panchayati Raj (Second Amendment)
Bill, 2015 got the approval of Rajasthan Assembly on
March 27, 2015, fixing the minimum educational quali-
fications for contesting panchayat polls in  the  state. If the
bill comes into effect as a law, Rajasthan will become the
first and the only state of India to have a minimum educa-
tional eligibility for contesting rural polls or Panchayati
Polls.

The bill was passed by a voice vote by the dominant
BJP even as the Opposition raised objections to it in the
preceding debate on the proposed act. Two amendments
to  the  previous  act stipulate  minimum  educational
qualifications and construction of toilets in their homes
as mandatory for contesting election to the Panchayati
Raj institutions in the state. Candidates contesting Zila
Parishad and Panchayat Samiti Polls will have to be Class
X-pass and those contesting Sarpanch elections will have
to be Class VIII-pass and in the Scheduled Areas the
eligibility will be Class-V pass. ■



Pratiyogita Darpan Current Events Round
Up Volume I

Publisher : Upkar Prakashan Author : Editorial Board
Pratiyogita Darpan

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/5102

 Get this eBook

31%
OFF

http://www.kopykitab.com/Pratiyogita-Darpan-Current-Events-Round-Up-Volume-I-by-Editorial-Board-Pratiyogita-Darpan

