


 

 

 

HISTORY (027) 

Time:  3 hours          Maximum Marks: 80 

General Instructions:  

a) Answer all the questions. Some questions have choice. Marks are indicated against each 

question.  

b) Answers to questions carrying 2 marks ( Part-A, 1 to 3) should not be exceeds 30 words 

each.  

c) Answer to questions carrying 5 marks (Part-B, section-I to IV, question No. 4 - 11) 

should not exceed 100 words each. Part B, section-IV is a value based question. 

d) Answer to questions carrying 10 marks (Part C, Questions 12 and 13) should not exceed 

500 words each.  

e) Part D questions are based on three sources. ( internal Choice) 

   (Part D, Questions 14,15,16) 

f) Attach the map with the answer scripts. (Part E questions 17.1 and 17.2) 

 

 

 

CLASS-XII    (Theory) 
SAMPLE QUESTION PAPER  



 

 

 

Part – A 

 

Answer all the questions given below:     2x3=6marks 

1. Numismatics is an important source for the historians to reconstruct the past. Give two     

examples.               2marks                                                                                                            

 

2. Bhakti and Sufi traditions came as a challenge to Brahmanical norms, support the 

statement with two arguments.             2marks 

    

  3.  State any two difficulties faced by the Census Commissions appointed by the British in         

       collecting and classifying census data.               2marks 

 

Part – B 

Section – I 

 

Answer any “two” of the following questions.    5x2= 10marks 

4. How do archaeologists trace socio-economic and cultural beliefs of the Harappan 

society?              5marks  

 

5.   Elaborate with examples from the Mahabharata as to how it reflects the norms of 

family and kinship of the ancient times.         5marks 

 

6. “Many people who turned to Buddhism enriched it with their own pre-Buddhist 

and even   non-Buddhist beliefs, practices and ideas.”  
Explain by giving examples from the sculptures at Sanchi.       5marks 

 

Section – II 

Answer any “one” of the following questions.    5x1= 5mark 

7.  Temples played an important role in the life of the ‘Vijaynagar Kings’. Justify the 

     s tatement with suitable arguments                                                             5mark 

8.  Explain with illustrations that ‘Ain-i-Akbari’ is an extraordinary document of its time.    

  5mark 

Section – III                                            

Answer any “one” of the following questions.    5x1= 5 mark 

9.   Describe the life style of the Paharias.                                                     5 mark                                                                                    

10. “Rumours and prophecies played an important part in moving people into action.” 

       Justify   the statement in the context of the revolt of 1857.                    5 mark 

                                                            



 

 

 

Section – IV 

Value based question.       (3+2=5 marks) 

11.1 ‘The policies adopted by Akbar during his rule strengthened values of peaceful 

coexistence in the society’. Explain giving examples from his policies.   

11.2  How far these values are relevant in contemporary India to resolve communalism.    

                        

Part – C                          10x2=20marks 

Long Answer questions.                                                                                                

12.  Zamindars were central figures in medieval India. Justify the statement.      

10marks                                                                                                       

                                                                          Or 

 Examine the distinguishing features of the Mughal Nobility. 

            Analyze their relationship with the Mughal Emperors.  6+4=10marks 

 

13.  Examine the strengths and limitations of oral history. How has it helped in 

understanding the Partition better ?     4+3+3=10marks 

                                                                        Or 

In what way did Mahatma Gandhi transform the nature of the national movement? 

            10marks                                  

 

Part – D 

                                                   Passage based questions  8x3=24 marks 

 

Read the following extracts carefully and answer the questions that follow:   

14. The anguish of the King 

When the King Devanampiya Piyadassi had been ruling for eight years, the( country of the) 

Kalingas (present day coastal Orissa) was conquered by (him).One hundred and fifty 

thousand men were deported, a hundred thousand were killed and many more died. After 

that, now that (the country of) the Kalingas has been taken, Devanampiya (is devoted) to an 

intense study of Dhamma, and to instructing (the people) in Dhamma. This is the repentance 

of Devanampiya on account of his conquest of the (country of the) Kalingas. For this is 

considered very painful and deplorable by Devanampiya that, while one is conquering an 

unconquered (country) slaughter, death and deportation of the people (take place) there… 

i) Who  was called Devanampiya Piyadassi? Give a brief description of his character. 

       2marks 

ii) Mention the  limitations of inscriptions as a source to history                  3marks 

iii) Explain the effects of the war of Kalinga on Ashoka.                              2marks  

iv) Why did the King repent after the war of Kalinga?                                  1marks           

Or 



 

 

 

The wealthy Shudra 
 
This story, based on a Buddhist text in Pali known as the Majjhima Nikaya, is part of a dialogue 

between a king named Avantiputta and a disciple of the Buddha named Kachchana. While it may 

not be literally true, it reveals Buddhist attitudes towards varna. 

Avantiputta  asked Kachchana  what he thought about Brahmanas, who held that they were the 

best caste and that all other castes were low ; that Brahmanas were a fair caste while all other 

castes were dark; that only Brahmanas were pure, not non-Brahmanas; that Brahmanas were 

sons of Brahma, born of his mouth, born of Brahma, formed by Brahma, heirs to Brahma. 

Kachchana replied: “What if a Shudra was wealthy ... would another Shudra ... or a Kshatriya 

or a Brahmana or a Vaishya ... speak politely to him ?” 

Avantiputta replied that if a Shudra had wealth or corn or gold or silver, he could have as his 

obedient servant another Shudra to get up earlier than he, to go to rest later, to carry out his 

orders, to speak politely; or he could even have a Kshatriya or a Brahmana or a Vaishya as 

his obedient servant. 

Kachchana asked: “This being so, are not these four varnas exactly the same?” 

Avantiputta conceded that there was no difference amongst the varnas on this count. 

 

(i) What did Avantiputta want to know from Kachchana’ about Brahmanas ? 4 marks 

(ii) What was Kachchana’s reply? Explain.      2 marks 

(iii) If a shudra had wealth, would Brahmanas  and others speak to him politely? Give reasons.    

           2 marks      
 
15. How tanks were built 

 

About a tank constructed by Krishnadeva Raya, Paes wrote: 
 

The king made a tank ... at the mouth of two hills so that all the water which comes from either 

one side or the other collects there; and  besides this, water comes to it from more than three 

leagues (approximately 15 kilometres) by pipes which run along the lower parts of the range 

outside. This water is brought from a lake which itself overflows into a little river. The tank has 

three large pillars handsomely carved with figures; these connect above with certain pipes by 

which they get water when they have to irrigate their gardens and rice-fields. In order to make 

this tank the  said  king broke down a hill ... In the tank I saw so many people at work that there 

must have been fifteen or twenty thousand men, looking like ants ... 

 

(i)      Where were the tanks being constructed by the king?                                          2 marks 

(ii)      Explain briefly the sources of water for the tanks.     2 marks 

(iii )        What were the advantages of constructing tanks?     4 marks        

 

 

 



 

 

 

OR 

Music in the market 

Read Ibn Battuta’s description of Daulatabad: 

In Daulatabad there is a market place for male and female singers, which is known as 

Tarababad. It is one of the greatest and most beautiful bazaars. It has numerous shops 

and every shop has a door which leads into the house of the owner…The shops are 

decorated with carpets and at the centre of a shop there is a swing on which sits the 

female singer. She is decked with all kinds of finery and her female attendants swing her. 

In the middle of the market place there stands a large cupola, which is carpeted and 

decorated and in which the chief of the musicians takes his place every Thursday after 

the dawn prayers, accompanied by his servants and slaves. The female singers come in 

successive crowds, sing before him and dance until dusk after which he withdraws. In 

this bazaar there are mosques for offering prayers…One of the Hindu rulers…alighted 

at the cupola every time he passed by this market place, and the female singers would 

sing before him. Even some Muslim rulers did the same. 

 
 

a) What was Ibn Battuta’s desire that made him leave his home?                            2marks  

b) How does this passage helps us to understand the market place of the times?     4marks                                                              

c) According to Ibn Battuta, Indian cities were prosperous. What made him believe that?                                                                                                              

                 2marks                                                                                                                                                                                        

 16. “I believe separate electorates will be suicidal to the minorities”  

 During the debate on 27 August 1947, Govind Ballabh Pant said: 
 

I believe separate electorates will be suicidal to the minorities and will do them 

tremendous harm. If they are isolated forever, they can never convert themselves into a 

majority and the feeling of frustration will cripple them even from the very beginning. What 

is it that you desire and what is our ultimate objective? Do the minorities always want to 

remain as minorities or do they ever expect to form an integral part of a great nation and as 

such to guide and control its destinies? If they do, can they ever achieve that aspiration and 

that ideal if they are isolated from the rest of the community? I think it would be extremely 

dangerous for them if they were segregated from the rest of the community and kept aloof 

in an air-tight compartment where they would  have to rely on others even for the air they 

breathe... The minorities, if they are returned by separate electorates, can never have any 

effective voice. 

(i)  How will separate electorates prove suicidal to the minorities? Explain the views of                 

Mr. G. B. Pant.         4marks 

(ii)  Will the creation of separate electorates solve the problem of the minorities?  

 If  so, how?         3marks 

(iii) Suggest any one way to solve the problem of minorities.   1marks 

Or 



 

 

 

 A ryot petition  

This is an example of a petition from a ryot of the village of Mirajgaon, Taluka Karjat, to 

the Collector, Ahmednagar, Deccan Riots Commission: 

The sowkars (sahukars)…have of late begun to oppress us. As we cannot earn enough to 

defray our household expenses, we are actually forced to beg of them to provide us with 

money, clothes and grain, which we obtain from them not without great difficulty, nor 

without their compelling us to enter into hard conditions in the bond. Moreover the 

necessary clothes and grains are not sold to us at cash rates. The prices asked from us 

are generally twenty-five or fifty per cent more than demanded from customers making 

ready money payments…The produce of our fields is also taken by the sowkars, who at 

the time of removing it assure us that it will be credited to our account, but they do not 

actually make any mention of it in the accounts. They also refuse to pass us any receipts 

for the produce so removed by them. 

(i)  What are the complaints that the ryot is making in his petition.  3marks             

(ii)  Why was the harvest taken by the moneylenders not credited to the peasants’ 

accounts? Why were peasants not given any receipts?  2+1=3marks              

      (iii)     What helped the money lenders to adopt such practices?  2marks                   

 

PART-E   Map Question       5marks 

17.1 On the given political outline map of India, Locate and label the following. (2marks )  

   a) Chauri –Chaura  

   b) Dandi  

 

17.2 On the same map three places related to Indian National Movement have been marked 

as 1, 2 and 3. Identify them and write their names on the lines drawn near them.             

  (3marks) 

 
 



 

 

 

Questions for Visually Impaired 

In lieu of Question 17.1 and 17.2 

17.1& 2          5marks 

 

1) Write the name of the kingdom, which emerged as the most Powerful Mahajanapada.  

1marks 

2) Write the name of the place where Gandhi ji broke the salt law.   1marks 

3) Write the name of the place of evidence  of agriculture under the Harappans. 1marks 

4) Write the name of the place where water reservoir has been found under Harappans. 

1marks 

5) Write the name of the capital city of Lodi dynasty.    1marks 

 

 

                                                        

             

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

MARKING SCHEME 

CLASS-XII(code-027) 

History (Theory) 
 

Part A 

 

 (Any two value points can be taken) 

 

Ans.1 Numismatics is an important source for the historians to reconstruct the past: 

a) Studying coins help to establish dynastic linkages. 

b) The discovery of coins in certain areas can be used to reconstruct commercial networks. 

c) The kind of metal used in minting throws valuable light on the economy of the particular 

period. 

d) The inscriptions on the coins sometimes mention the titles of the Kings and describe their 

military achievements. 

e) Any other relevant point.                                                               2 marks 

(Pg. – 43- 44, Book 1) 

    

Ans. 2   Sufi and Bhakti traditions, a challenge to brahmanical norms: 

a) Both the traditions attacked orthodoxy in religion. 

b) Sufi and Bhakti saints both chose to preach in the language of the masses.  

c) Both stressed on devotion to God instead of following rituals. 

d) Both of these traditions advocated the equality of humanity, overriding all man-made 

distinctions.   

e) Any other relevant point.                                         2 marks 

(Pg. – 143- 146, 153-160, Book 2) 

 

Ans. 3   The census commissions appointed by the British faced a lot of difficulties while 

collecting and classifying census data : 

a) The categories framed to classify the various strata of the society failed to capture the 

diversity of the population, especially in occupational categories. 

b) People being doubtful of the census exercise, sometimes gave false information. 

c) They were hesitant of providing information about the female members of their family, 

especially the upper castes. 

d) The figures for births and deaths were difficult to gather as these were not always 

reported and recorded. 

e) Any other relevant point.                                                             2 marks 

(Pg. 320-321, Book 3) 

                                                                  

 

 



 

 

 

Part B, Section I 

Answers for 5 marks questions - 100 words. 

(Value points given and these are to be explained by the candidates) 
 
 
Ans.4 Historians trace the socio economic and religious beliefs of the Harappans by 

reconstructing the past through the relics available: 

a) The discovery of pots and querns in the Harappan sites and their burial sites provide 

enormous information. 

b) Traces of cotton, combined with the dresses depicted on seals and sculptures, give us an 

idea about the sartorial style of the Harappan people. 

c) The female figures on seals indicate towards the phenomenon of worship of mother 

goddess. 

d) Plant motifs seem to suggest the practice of nature worship. 

e) The discovery of conical stones indicate linga worship and recurrence of a figure 

surrounded by animals, points towards the existence of the cult of ‘proto-Shiva’. 

f) The study of weights - measures and seals found in Harappan sites gives valuable 

information about their economic status 

g) Any other relevant points.                                                                  5 marks   

Any 5 points       (Pg. 23, Book 1)  

Ans.5   Mahabharata reflects the norms of family and kinship of the ancient times: 

a) The societal structure depicted in the Mahabharata is predominantly patrilineal as 

witnessed in the cases of succession among the Kauravas and Pandavas.  

b) It shows the prevalence of exogamy being practiced by the society as the women are 

shown to be married off to men not from their gotras. 

c) It throws light on the patriarchal control over property as can be witnessed in the case of 

Yudhishtra staking his wife Draupadi in a game of dice. 

d) It also gives two contrasting social norms in the relationship between the mother and 

son. The relationship between the Pandavas and their mother is different from that of the 

Kauravas and Gandhari. 

e) It also alludes to the practice of polyandry prevalent as Draupadi is shown to be married 

to five men. 

f) Any other relevant point.                                                     5 marks         

Any 5 points            (Pg. 55-57, Book 1) 
 

Ans.6 “Many people who turned to Buddhism enriched it with their own pre-

Buddhist and even   non-Buddhist beliefs, practices and ideas.” It can be 

shown by observing the sculptures on the stupa at Sanchi : 

a) The figure of Shalabhanjika, whose touch caused trees to bloom, has been taken 

from the Sanskritic tradition. 

b) The Jataka stories that have been engraved on the railing of the Stupa showing 

Buddha in various reincarnations are not all recorded in Buddhist texts indicating 

a derivation from other beliefs.   

c) The figure of a woman surrounded by elephants and lotuses can be taken to be 
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