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This book is intended to cover the major happenings of the world and India in particular, from the 
beginning of 2013 till today. These events shaped our future. They altered the way we live and if we take 
time out and think about them, our understanding of the life around us improves. For those who don’t 
try to make a sense of their surroundings, they are always left at the mercy of others. Political, social, 
technological, economic, environmental – we have tried to cover all the aspects in this book. For those, 
who have their careers depending on general awareness, like the IAS, MBA and other entrance exam 
candidates, this book serves as a handy tool. They can prepare for their Group Discussions and Personal 
Interviews too with this book. For those who want to stay abreast of the world this is a great book. For 
those who want to understand the real reasons behind the actions of some of the most prominent people 
in the news this is a mighty fine book. For those who want to form an opinion on the life around them, 
this is an excellent book.

A lot has been changed in these few months. There have been natural disasters like the floods in 
Uttarakhand and the Pole Vortex, there have occurred instances of aggression like the annexation of 
Crimea by Russia, there have come to fore some great personalities like Edward Snowden and Pope 
Francis, then again personalities like Nelson Mandela are no longer amongst us. All of this and many 
other events shaped our external world. We have tried to document them in one treatise.

This book covers fifty major events that transpired in the last one year or so. The events are covered 
in detail with facts and opinions. The facts that we have documented have all been researched thoroughly 
and the links for the verification of these facts has been provided in the reference section of the book. These 
links form an additional source of study on the relevant topics. The opinions stated alongside the facts 
are the authors’ own. We have tried to be impartial and view the correct side of all occurrences. But in 
some places, we have been blunt and stated what we felt was right. If it hurts someone’s sensitivities, we 
apologize. You are more than welcome to point out our mistakes. On the other hand, we love those who 
agree with us. If you feel we have done something great with a topic, please let us know.

As writers, we have always been inclined to read about the world around us. This is why, we felt the 
need for a book like this. To be effective in writing this type of a book, we have had to read extensively 

Preface



iv

on topics that have/have not been covered in this text. A large amount of reading is essential to connect 
the dots between the major events in a society. Most often, one of the topics becomes a partial subset of a 
different topic covered elsewhere in the book. If we have to make this link, we must view the issues in their 
entirety.

How to make the most out of this book: This book need not be read sequentially. The best way to 
read this book is by starting out with a topic that you feel deeply about. There would definitely be a few 
things that might be new for you. Google them, read more about them, and form an intelligent opinion 
about the event. After you have exhausted all your favorite topics, start with the ones that are totally new 
for you. This way, you can learn about some really helpful stuff that you might have skipped till now. An 
opinionated introduction into something new can bias you, so read our opinions with a pinch of salt. 
This style of reading would ensure that you would be left with the topics that you have heard about so 
much in the media that you are bored with them, or just plain don’t like that type. For these articles, it 
is best to read them with a pencil. Normally, with articles that do not impress us, we read through them 
with zombie eyes, i.e. we gloss over and realize at the last that we have not understood anything. With a 
pencil, we can mark the important stuff, and our concentration doesn’t wane either. After you have read 
everything, you can go over the underlined part and stress on the essential points. Once you have read 
through the whole book, we hope that you get a better picture of the life around you.

Bharat Patodi
MBA, FMS, Delhi

Aditya Choudhary
B-Tech
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You might have known a company which made sturdy mobile frames that could survive the 
tough situations that the Indian users subjected them to. They were Nokia. In 1995, India 
made its first mobile phone call: the Chief Minister of West Bengal, Jyoti Basu made the call to 

Sukh Ram, the then telecom minister on a Nokia mobile. 
Nokia was always considered as a company that had understood the market called ‘India’. 

Nokia’s mobiles had a reputation of being well-built. They were created for durability, priced at the 
low end and were ubiquitously distributed: the Indian consumers’ SST check (Sasta, Sundar, Tikau). 

The World Phone 
Nokia, a communications and information technology company has seen a long history of growth. 
From being started by Eduard Polón in the 1860s to creating electronic devices in 1960s, to 
becoming the world’s leading telecom device manufacturer in the 1990s, to an internet company 
in 2008, it has been a long and successful journey. Over the years, Nokia became a major household 
name in more than 150 countries. It employed more than 130,000 people (2011 figures) and had 
offices in about 120 countries. The positioning was correct, the execution was apt. 
What gave it away? 

How to get it wrong! 
Nokia had it going their way for a very long time. Enjoying a strong lead in a dynamic market was 
an enviable position. Furthermore, this was the market where the most respected companies had 
been unable to shake Nokia’s dominance. All this would have left the upper management of Nokia 
feeling like they were geared for the vagrancies of the future. Well, they probably didn’t see this 
coming: Apple’s iPhone 3G hit the market in 2008 like an asteroid. It doubled Apple’s market share 
by the end of 2008 and this was paralleled with a simultaneous decline of about ten percent in 
Nokia’s market share. 

Nokia’s Hiccups

1 Story
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By 2009, Nokia had tried a lot of things with different variants like the N96 & N97, the 
E71, the 5800 XpressMusic, etc. At one point of time, it started looking like Nokia’s place in the 
smartphone arena was consolidated. But then, along came 2010 and everything changed. The 
Android handset had been launched in 2008, but it wasn’t until the last quarter of 2009, that the 
Google android activations started to increase exponentially. In the May 19, 2010 conference 
in San Francisco, Google announced that it was doing 100,000 activations every day across 59 
carriers. By December 2010, this figure had reached to 300,000 activations per day. The IT research 
and advisory company, Gartner reported that Android achieved 888.8% growth on the back of 
high-end product providers like HTC, Samsung and Motorola. This meant that the Symbian OS was 
losing out fast on market share, taking down Nokia with it. By this time, Nokia was among the last 
few companies who were still utilizing the Symbian OS in their phones. The market share analysis 
in Q4 2010, according to Gartner revealed that Nokia now had 28.9% of the market pie. This was 
the first time that Nokia had gone down below the 30% market share mark.

Company 2010 Market Share 
Units (%) 

Nokia 461,318.20 28.9 
Samsung 281,065.80 17.6 
LG Electronics 114,154.60 7.1 
Research In Motion 47,451.60 3 
Apple 46,598.30 2.9 
Sony Ericsson 41,819.20 2.6 
Motorola 38,553.70 2.4 
ZTE 28,768.70 1.8 
HTC 24,688.40 1.5 
Huawei 23,814.70 1.5 
Others 488,569.30 30.6 
Total 1,596,802.40 100 

The tables above show the worldwide smartphone sales to end users by vendor in 4Q10 & 
3Q13 respectively

This factoid here should not be used to judge Nokia’s growth as in Q4 2010, Nokia did sell 
more smartphones by volumes than they did back in Q4 2009. But it meant that they were not 
reading the market dynamics correctly. Had they seen the smartphone potential, or identified 
the consumer preferences, or were able to shake that low-end mobile seller image (that too 
in developing countries), it would have been different. But ours is just the job of commenting, 
because what really transpired in the minds of the decision-makers is for us, at best a guess.

How to get it horribly wrong! 
By repeating yourself. Practice makes perfect, and Nokia practised its mistakes even after what 
transpired in 2010. The world was ready for a smartphone switch and Apple, Samsung and Google 
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were ready takers. Probably, the people at Nokia thought that mobile phone telephony was still 
a bare necessity and the smartphone market was a luxury. Probably, they thought their efforts 
would be enough with moves like switching to Microsoft Windows instead of Symbian would hold 
their downfall. But the distributors would come up saying that no one really asks for Windows 
phones, or the consumers would say that the hardware may be fine, but the software for the Nokia 
phone has never really taken off. 

The story after 2010 has not even been bad, it has been downright abysmal for a company 
that was once a giant. The decrease in market share has been drastic. They held a smartphone 
market share of 48.7 percent in 2007, while by the end of 2012, the company had slipped to only 
about 3.5 percent market share. Amid all concerns, the market capitalization plummeted from 
€110 billion in 2007 to €14.8 billion in May 2012. The financial situation of the company is poor. It 
is leaking money everywhere and has been posting losses for a string of quarters. 

The reasons for such a historic slide are plenty. The most controversial one is that the CEO 
of Nokia in 2011, Mr. Stephen Elop, who was previously the head of Microsoft business division, 
was somewhere responsible for taking the company closer to Microsoft. He was the one who 
announced the alliance of Nokia with Microsoft, a move away from Symbian OS towards Windows 
Phone operating system along with a slew of other symbiotic moves. It was after this announcement 
that the faith in Nokia became troubled. The share prices fell and most importantly, it fell from 
the place of the world’s largest smartphone manufacturer to the tenth largest. Also, the leak of 
the internal memo aptly titled ‘Burning Platform’ didn’t help either. Eventually, on 2nd September 
2013, its mobile device business was acquired by Microsoft. 

Again, the real reasons are plenty, and the whole situation is more a collage of errors.

Company 
2013 Market Share 

Units (%) 
Samsung 80,356.80 32.1 
Apple 30,330.00 12.1 
Lenovo 12,882.00 5.1 
LG Electro 12,055.40 4.8 
Huawei 11665.7 4.7 
Others 102941.8 41.1 
Total 250,231.70 100 

No Asha 
The Indian market has been a challenge to a lot of Multi National Companies (MNCs) in the past. 
The differences of this market from any other are huge. Nokia seemed to have understood and 
mastered that. But mobile phones is one sector where the Indian consumers have recently come 
up to their European and American counterparts in terms of requirements. They want design, 
innovation, hardware and price all at their terms. The companies are fighting to fulfil this. Even now, 
companies like Micromax and Lava are challenging the transcendent status quo by introducing 
products that are cheaper, yet stand up to the test of applicability. It seems that at least in India, 
Nokia has seen its last glory days. 
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All this talk 
There has been talk about how the product companies are becoming a thing of the past in the 
rapidly changing mobile telephony field. The whole Nokia Microsoft deal will put a different 
light on this picture. The product companies like Apple, which also have a strong presence in the 
services market will stand to gain the most. It is also being said that in the future mobile phones 
will be given away and the  revenues of the telecom companies will be driven by their services. A 
Nokia Microsoft union will have a lot to look forward to, if that happens. But as of now, these are 
all predictions. 

Ponder

Ponder Over These HOT ISSUES  

1. Do you think that Blackberry has also gone the Nokia way?
2. The evolution of Apple's iphone & Google’s Android OS led to Nokia's 

troubles.
3. Reinventing the product continuously is the only way to help the 

companies survive in the long run.
4. Microsoft is the right match for Nokia in the long run.
5. The ability to stay in touch with, and adapt early to, market trends is the 

key to success in today's technologically advanced and competitive world.
6. This could be the start of a bigger change in terms of whose platform 

will dominate the wider internet - Google's Android, Apple's ios or 
Microsoft's Windows. Who do you see enjoys competitive edge over 
the others presently and how do you foresee the future adoption of 
these platforms world-wide?
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Premise 

The National Food Security Bill was passed and presented to the general populace of India on 
10th September 2013: ‘An act to provide for food and nutritional security in human life cycle 
approach…” This means that through this act, the government has decided to take over the 

role of a parent to the masses. A guardian that will not only ensure that its dependants get fed, but 
will also safeguard the nutritional value of the food. This part is important because this is the basic 
premise. Many a time, the government promises to provide food security to common people but 
ends up distributing sub-par grains that are not even suitable for animal consumption. Even if the 
Indian government stands true to its word, the question is not whether they will be able to achieve 
this tall order, rather do they really have the intention to do so? 

Salient Features 
The beneficiaries of the bill will be able to purchase rice, wheat and coarse grains (millet) at INR 
3, 2 & 1 per kg respectively. The stipulated monthly quota per person would be five kilograms of 
each type of the above mentioned grains. Apart from this, nutritional support would be provided 
to pregnant women, lactating mothers and children up to the age of fourteen years. 

Through this scheme, the government intends to cover 75% of rural and 50% of the urban 
population. This is an ambitious goal and one that is fraught with practical difficulties. 

Historical perspective & precedents 
Food Security is one of those rights that most of the governments of the world strive to provide 
to their citizens. The ‘Right to Food’ was recognized by the International Covenant on Economic, 
Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR) as the fundamental right to be free from hunger. The ICESCR 

National Food 
Security Bill

2 Story
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as a treaty was put in force from 3 January 1976. Apart from other stipulations, it commits the 
involved parties to providing a standard of food security to its citizens. India has signed and ratified 
the covenant, thereby, showing its commitment towards more secure food availability to Indians. 

NFSB: Chapter wise analysis 
In the chapter titled, “Provisions for Food Security”, there is a mention of all the beneficiary parties 
that will be affected by this Act. The biggest problem with this is in the scope. The act is created 
to be a populist one. It serves the purpose of pleasing the voters and hence is heavy on promises 
which might be difficult to fulfil. First of all, the Targeted Public Distribution System (TPDS), 
which has always been criticized to be prone to excessive corruption is again the chosen mode of 
delivery. Since nothing has changed from the past, it looks like the ration shops will again hurt the 
hopes of people. Secondly, the identification of correct beneficiaries of the Act will be difficult. 
Ever since the concept of poverty line came into picture, India’s underprivileged have tried aligning 
themselves to the definition of what the policy makers call ‘poor’. There are chances that people 
will start benefiting illegally from an opportunity like this. 

A decision like this also affects the people’s lives in unprecedented manner. Many traders in 
smaller towns complain nowadays that the local labour isn’t interested in working any more. This 
can be traced to the shady practice of getting subsidized foodgrains from the TPDS and selling 
it at market price. The traders say that this causes a shortage of labor and increases the cost for 
them. Factors like these do not get accounted for in the decision making and ruin the results of an 
otherwise well meaning provision. 

The third chapter in the Act guarantees that a person who does not get provisions from the 
TPDS even when he was entitled for them, will be eligible for an allowance within time and manner 
as prescribed by the central government. The distribution of foodgrains is the state government’s 
duty and the state of affairs here look like a possible sticky situation where the compensation can 
get stuck if and when there are conflicting parties at the center and state level. 

Next, in one of the more important and requisite aspects of the Act, the reforms that must 
be established in the TPDS are listed. Although there have been debates on which is better, the 
universal PDS or the targeted one, here for the sake of clarity, we will stick to the targeted PDS, 
although the civil society has time and again made themselves heard in favour of the universal PDS. 
The proposed reforms worthy of attention are: 
(a) Doorstep delivery of foodgrains to the Fair Price Shops (a total of 505,000 shops in 2011, 

according to government data) 
(b) Application of information and communication technology tools including end-to-end 

computerisation in order to ensure transparent recording of transactions at all levels, and to 
prevent diversion; 

(c) Leveraging ‘’Aadhaar’’ for unique identification, with biometric information of entitled 
beneficiaries for proper targeting of benefits under this Act 
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These are the only steps that are fresh and make a move towards a better food security 
situation. Putting these steps in process would aid in the transparency. 

The NFSB also tries to woo the female section by making the eldest woman in the family, the 
head for the purposes of issuance of ration cards. This is no more than a tactic to avoid feminist 
repercussions and gain some brownie points. It seems simple for a family to get the ration card in 
the name of the female and still continue to function as a patriarchal institution. How does getting 
a card change the situation of women in the society is difficult to assess. For families that do not 
have a female above the age of eighteen, the male stays the head. 

Finally, the grievance redressal mechanism decrees that the State Governments will appoint 
a District Governance Redressal Officer and a State Commission (comprising a chairperson, five 
additional members & a Member Secretary) that will look into the problems arising out of improper 
governance and oversee the smooth functioning of the system. The center holds the responsibility 
of procuring the food grains and the state is responsible for distribution. 

Expected Government Spending 
The government has planned to spend INR 10,000 crore on the National Food Security Bill in 2013-
14. The RBI has gone on record to state: “…it is difficult to contain food subsidies within budgeted 
amount even in 2013-14 when the Act will just begin to get implemented.” This clearly shows that 
in the coming years this Act will only be a burden on the common people and not a benefit. If it 
gets stuck in corruption, this would be another way that the honest person’s tax money would be 
siphoned off to fill the corrupt middlemen’s coffers. This Act that is supposed to benefit 67% of 
the populace is in fact rushed in half baked and because of the differences on this, Jean Dreze, had 
resigned from his post as a member of the National Advisory Council (NAC). (The NAC, under the 
leadership of Congress President Sonia Gandhi, was instrumental in framing this bill.) 

Conclusion 
Although, in any proposition, a corrupt person is only limited by his/her imagination, still leaving 
too much to chance and creating an opportunity with little alteration from the previous mistakes, 
guarantees that the Food Security Bill will face bureaucratic hurdles. It also shows that the intention 
behind launching a massive welfare scheme like this is more a political agenda than a serious effort 
on the government’s side to improve living conditions. This thought, coupled with the fact that 
this kind of an Act is going to be too taxing on the country’s resources, clearly shows that the Act 
is tantamount to no glory. 
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