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What Is Home Automation?

As a very basic definition of home automation you could consider it to be anything that is able to

be controlled in your home. If you have a remote or you have automatic control over the function

within your home, you have home automation. Today’s standards are high. There are actually a

number of different ways that you can install this type of automation into your home, which you

will see in later chapters.

What’s important to know is that most of the automation that you will do will not require hard

work. It won’t require tearing apart your home or spending thousands of dollars on a simple

system. Home automation is something that the average person can do. Most of the products

that you will find are simple to install and they don’t have to be more than a few hours worth of a

project.

Home automation can allow you, and your computer, to make the things that you need and do

in your home easier to accomplish. Perhaps you want to control your security system? Or,

perhaps you want to voice automate the lights in your home so that you can get into bed and

then turn the lights out. Or, perhaps you want to be able to control your sound system from

anyplace in your home.

No matter what it is you are looking to accomplish, home automation products are probably

available to help you to make it happen.
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The Benefits Of Home Automation

The reason that many of the home automation products have been developed is that of

convenience. People love being lazy, and in short, that’s just fine when it comes to automation

options.

Do you remember when you were younger not having a remote control for the television. Yes,

there was a time when you actually did have to get up to turn the channels. As difficult as that

was, the television remote was one of the first automation tools and by far one of the most used

automation tools today.

Convenience with home automation goes farther than this, though. You’ll gain the ability to do

more, faster and easier. For example, you can heat your home, run a bath, dim the lights, warm

your bed before you make it up the stairs and so much more. A popular choice is that of the

bathroom and shower models which will actually get your bathroom heater and shower running

five minutes before your alarm clock goes off to wake you up. Yes, no more cold showers and

cold bathroom floors!

Convenience is the reason most people do turn to home automation and even why some

businesses are using it for their needs, too. What things do you do daily that you would love to

avoid? What short cuts would make your life a bit better, even if just minimally?

Although convenience may be why you are considering using home automation, there is likely

to be some safety benefits available to you as well. Depending on the types of products that you

purchase, you can secure your home, with or without the help of an alarm system.

Consider the options. To help protect your home from predators, you can secure motion

detecting lights to surround your home. Not only will they turn on when they detect any type of

movement in an area where there shouldn’t be, but they can alert you to this, too.

You can set it up to alert you with an email to your work account or you can have an automated

recording call you to alert you.
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If you work nights or don’t like coming home to a dark house, you can configure your lighting

system to turn on as you are approaching. Even from down the street, your home is well light,

comfortable and there’s no way anything is lurking in the shadows without your knowledge of it.

Safety is important inside the home as well. If there is something that’s gone wrong and there’s

water in the basement, an alert can be sent to you. Or, if the temperature of the home falls to a

certain level, that too can be alerted to you. Home automation really puts you in charge of your

home’s safety. Without much cost and much trouble, you can set up your home to be safe from

the moment you get up to the moment you fall asleep and beyond.
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Methods Of Home Automation Control

This is where home automation gets a bit technical, but even still it’s easy to understand and it

couldn’t be easier to install into your home. But, when you get out there and start looking at

products to help automate you home’s systems, you’ll want to take into consider several of

these methods. Some may work better for you than others.

These methods also help to define the cost of the product too. Remember, you can automate

much of your home inexpensively. But, there is a different level of automation available in the

various types of tools available. Learning more about each of these will help you to make the

right decision for the product that’s out there for you.

Take a few minutes to compare the different methods of controlling your home automation.

Select the one that seems to fit your lifestyle, your needs and your budget the best.

Most home automation is controlled using some type of remote. Just like turning on your

television or DVD player, using a remote makes life easier.

In home automation, you’ll have one remote (generally) that allows you to control the types of

automation that are available in that home. If you’ve installed kits for automation within your

home, you’ll have a remote to activate and use them as you see fit.

In home automation, your remote control will provide you with the power to control your lights,

your security system, your irrigation system, and your appliances. Many of these remotes work

throughout the home, even from the other end of the room.

Infrared technology is commonly used with home automation. The remote control options are

one of the most affordable choices, and therefore are often used for the smallest budgets. You’ll

find that they start at just $10 and move up, depending on what they are designed for.

Infrared does have the disadvantage of requiring a “line of sight” style of remote control. You’ll

have to point the remote at the application, appliance or device for it to make any changes

happen.
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You’ll find that Infrared is used in many television remote controls as well as other consumer

style electronics and appliances. Most of the remote controls you pick up today will have this

type of technology in them.

You want to set up your Christmas lights to come on at dusk and to turn off at ten. You would

want to use automatic technology to make that happen, so you don’t have to actually get out

there and point a remote to them.

Lighting is heavily done with automatic control both indoor and outdoor. Other appliances can

also have this feature including thermostats, security systems and heating units. 43

Included in automatic control is the ability to press one button on your remote and get several

functions accomplished by it.
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Just What Is X10 Technology?

One of the most popular types of technology for home automation is that of X10. There are

many brands of product on the market that you can use, and by no means is this e-book saying

that X10 is the best. But, it is one of the most popular and the most likely that you’ll begin using.

For that reason, you should look into the benefits that it can offer and understand what it means

to use these products in your home.

X10 is a type of communication. It’s the language that your devices are talking with and

therefore doing the things that you ask them to do. It’s what makes the two products compatible.

Consider it the translator between two people that speak different languages. Without it,

automation simply can’t work because the units can’t tell the other way to do. X10 uses the

electrical outlets and wiring devices that you already have set up in your home. This means that

you don’t have to tear down walls to get the benefits that it can offer to you as you would if you

were to hardwire the devices to work

Of course, not having to use hardwire devices means that the product is also quite affordable to

use. The actual purchase of X10 products is also affordable. The combination of these two

elements makes X10 so important to the world of home automation. Installing this

communication tool in your home is simple. You simply need to install the transmitter, which

plugs right into outlet in your wall and sends out a control signal to the device. The device is

plugged right into a receiver and then into the wall.

When the device receives a signal from the receiver that the transmitter is sending, it performs

the task that’s being asked of it. Really, it’s pretty simple to understand. You can program your

X10 units with one of up to 256 different addresses. The address identifies which product is to

be used to make the change that you are requesting.

Using this technology, you can also assign two products with the same address so that you can

turn them on or off at the same time. This allows you the ability to control many units at once, if

that’s what you need and want to do with your X10 product. The good thing about X10, in

addition to these things, is that all X10 products can be matched together. No matter the brand

name, you can mix them together to get the desired effect.
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Building An Automated Home

Did you know that the expectation by many was that when home automation technology came

onto the market it would be so beneficial and life changing that it would be installed in virtually

every home quickly?

But, there are many things that left it in the dust, including an overrun imagination that many

had. From the “Jetson’s” style of cartoon, many believed that automating the home was going to

be a way to let robots handle virtually all aspects of our days. That didn’t quite make it, or at

least hasn’t to this point. The fact that it hasn’t reached that level yet has frustrated some, but

for others it just means another far researching goal is set.

Yet, do homes have to be so far behind in this technology? Why can’t you have all of the home

automation that you crave? You can, but in most cases, there is a rather steep cost that must be

paid to make it actually happen in your home for you.

The cost of rewiring a home and tearing up the walls to install a home automation tool isn’t

something that you are likely to do. In fact, it could cost you some serious investment to do this

throughout your home. For that reason, many have decided not to install such life altering home

automation tools.

Good or bad, that’s what happened. Yet, if you are building a new home, things have changed

considerably and for that there are many opportunities for success and well being.

If you are building your own home, there is no reason not to consider home automation as part

of it. Because the walls aren’t yet set up, you can make many changes that can help to lay the

foundation for a home that’s completely automated. It is essential to know what goes into these

home building projects, though. You will need to work with a competent builder who will guide

you through the process giving you step by step direction to take.

Even still, it’s important to consider these points about home automation and the building of your

home.
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When building your automated home, the first things you need to take into consideration are

your needs. If you visit an online retailer offering home automation products, you’ll have an easy

time of choosing the right ones for you. In fact, you may just want to install one of each into your

home’s design.

As part of the building process, you should consider your future needs in regards to home

automation. What do you want now and what could you want later? Remember, it is easy to add

these affordable differences into your home when the walls are still going up! That’s not true

when they are coming down!

You will want to develop a proposal that includes all of the pre wiring and home automation

projects to your builder. You’ll want to work on the electrical plans first and foremost because

these will be vitally important to your automation system’s success from the start.

By working out what you would like and how it effects the home’s wiring needs, you can easily

get your home on the right track.
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What Home Automation Can Do for Your Family and Home

It's quite amazing to see movies that feature automated devices. They seem impossible to have

in this real world. But it's not all camera tricks. Because of today's highly advanced technology,

automated devices and gadgets are now possible. You can even have it in your own home.

Home automation is now widely available especially in wealthy countries. People who have it in

their homes say that it's part of the house, like outdoor and indoor decorations. These home

automation gadgets may be very important to some people, but there are also those who regard

it as a waste of money or just a silly device.

Different people have different needs and uses for home automation gadgets. If you have a

habit of buying things that are not useful, then it would be better to invest on HA. Home

automation is divided into categories, the first one is security and the other one is convenience.

Security

Regular alarm systems are not very popular these days. That is why with home automation, the

alarm systems now have built-in HA features. With the old models of alarm systems, they only

make a sound after a burglar broke into the house. This gives the burglar time to ransack your

home and escape even before authorities get there.

If you're using automated alarm systems, you don't have to lurch half-naked at night looking for

the burglar. You will simply push a button, probably located on your bed's side, to turn the lights

on. Or your alarm system automatically turns on the light when an intruder enters your

premises.

With HA alarms, you're adding anticipation of a possible break-in in your homes. With good

lighting, crime can be prevented. Even police authorities agree to that fact. You don't have to

change your porch light or any other light in your home. You simply add the gadget, and there

you have it, a home safe from burglars, vandals, and trespassers.



Home Automation Inside Out!

© Wings Of Success Page 17 of 17

Most traditional alarms are primarily designed to protect your property, but not you. But if you

utilize HA, you can have control over the whole situation. Personal safety is greatly achieved

through home automation. Aside from protecting your property, you also help protect yourself

and your family members from injuries like tripping over/falling down the stairs. One switch is

enough, and you're guaranteed with utmost security.

Convenience

Who wouldn't want to experience convenience; with today's technology, that is the greatest

advantage that you're sure to get. With home automation, everything is done with just one

switch.

For many years, you have been used to walking to and fro inside your home turning on the light,

checking locks on doors and windows, or turning the heat switch on after waking in the morning.

With HA, you don't have to argue who's going to do it. In fact, every one in the house will be

glad to press that switch. But having this much convenience is not a valid excuse for you to

become a couch-potato.

Having HA around is quite neat and elegant. With a remote control or switch, you can turn on

the television, the lights, the VCR, and many more.

If you want to get automated, you just have to set it up. Ask for professional help because there

are hundreds of devices compatible with other pieces that can be put together. Getting your

home automated can help you solve vast problems that have been there for years.

Home automation can improve a person's life. Learn about HA products through application

books and through the internet. Afterwards, you can buy these devices; you may want to stick

with DIY gadgets so that you don't have to pay for professional service fees.

You should first identify what particular area(s) in the house that you want HA placed, and call a

reputable HA company and ask for help in selecting the appropriate devices.
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The best person to know what HA can do for your family and home is you. If you think only

electronic geniuses can use HA, you're quite wrong. Seek the help of professionals and enjoy

the benefits of home automation.

Investing on HA can be rewarding although the payback time is rather long. But you can't put

your family's life at stake; so get your home automated.
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Home Automation: Providing Your Extra Comfort And

Convenience In Your Daily Life

It is a fact that people today are finding new ways to make their lives a little easier to live. Some

people even purchase home spa equipments in order to relax more at the comforts of their own

home. Home entertainment systems are also purchased by people in order to relieve stress and

hardships they went through in their daily lives.

So, if you have all these features inside your home, you can definitely relax and live your life

easier and more comfortable. However, many people are now taking advantage of a new

technology that is now widely available in the market today. This technology can and will

definitely enhance the way you live your life. With this technology, your daily life will be a lot

easier than ever before.

This technology is called home automation systems. As the name suggests, every electronic

devices in your home will be automated. You will be able to control every electronic device in

your home, such as air conditioners, heaters, home entertainment systems, electronic window

blinds, electric ovens, microwave, lights, and even your coffee maker.

Through a control panel, you can control your home anywhere you are. For example, if you are

enjoying your favorite movie in your entertainment room, and you forgot to turn on the lights

outside your home, you can simply turn it on through your wireless touch screen control panel.

This means that you will no longer get up and interrupt your movie to go and switch on the

lights.

Another great thing about home automation systems is that most home automations available

today are now connected to the internet for remote access. Even when you are out in the office,

you can control various electronic devices in your home by accessing a secure website. The

great thing about this is that before you go home after a long day at work, you can have

everything ready once you get home. You can switch on your stereo system to play your

favorite CD, your air conditioning unit, the front porch lights, the garage lights, kitchen lights and

even switch on your coffee maker if you want coffee ready for you once you get home.
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This means that you will no longer worry about forgetting switching on something inside your

home once you are already in your office, such as your home alarm system. For instance, when

you are already parked in front of your office, you suddenly remembered that you didn't switch

on your home security system, upon reaching the office, you access your home via the internet

or through your PDA and easily turn on your home security system.

Some home automation systems are already equipped with security devices, such as CCTV

cameras. This means that you can take a look inside and outside your home whenever you

want with the internet.

You can even time specific electronic devices to automatically switch on or off at a specified day

and at a specified time. This means more convenience and also more security in your home.

This is because when you leave on vacation, you can make your home look as if it's inhabited

with lights switching on and off at a random pattern everyday. You have to consider that

burglars will less likely enter a home that is inhabited. With this kind of system, you can be sure

that burglars will think twice before entering your home.

Home automation systems have existed for quite a while now. However, today's home

automation systems are much more reliable and also much better than its predecessor.

As you can see, home automation systems are very convenient tools that you should have in

your home. Not only that it will make your daily activities a lot easier than before, but it will also

provide additional security inside your home.

So, if you want home automation systems installed in your home, you should contact home

automation systems installer in your area. Make sure that they can provide you with the best

home automation devices by checking the latest home automation technology in tech

magazines and on the internet. You should also consult people who have the home automation

systems in their home and ask if they are satisfied with it and also ask about the different

features and packages available.



Home Automation Inside Out!

Publisher : Author :

Type the URL : http://www.kopykitab.com/product/1906

 Get this eBook

http://www.kopykitab.com/Home-Automation-Inside-Out-eBook

