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 • Answers follow the marking scheme and the prescribed word limit 
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Where, When and How
(a) Terms used to describe the subcontinent and

its regions with a map.
(b) An outlining of the time frame and major

developments.
(c) A brief discussion on sources.

New Kings and Kingdoms
(a) An outline of political developments c. 700-1200
(b) A case study of the Cholas, including agrarian

expansion in the Tamil region.

The Sultans of Delhi
(a) An overview.
(b) The significance of the court, nobility and land

control.
(c) A case study of the Tughlaqs.

The Creation of An Empire
(a) An outline of the growth of the Mughal Empire.
(b) Relations with other rulers, administration,

and the court.
(c) Agrarian relations.
(d) A case study of Akbar.

Architecture as Power: Forts and Sacred
Places
(a) Varieties of monumental architecture in

different parts of the country.
(b) A case study of Shah Jahan’s patronage of

architecture.

Towns, Traders and Craftsmen
(a) Varieties of urban centres—court towns,

pilgrimage centres, ports and trading towns.
(b) Case studies: Hampi, Masulipatam, Surat.

Social Change: Mobile and settled communities
(a) A discussion on tribes, nomads and itinerant

groups.

(a) Familiarise the student with the changing
names of the land.

(b) Discuss broad historical trends.
(c) Give examples of the kinds of sources that

historians use for studying this period. E.g.,
buildings, chronicles, paintings, coins,
inscriptions, documents, music, literature.

(a) Trace the patterns of political developments
and military conquests – Gurjara Pratiharas,
Rashtrakutas, Palas, Chahamanas,
Ghaznavids.

(b) Develop an understanding of the connections
between political and economic processes
through the exploration of one specific
example.

(c) Illustrate how inscriptions are used to
reconstruct history.

(a) Outline the development of political
institutions, and relationships amongst rulers.

(b) Understand strategies of military control and
resource mobilisation.

(c) Illustrate how travellers’ accounts, court
chronicles and historic buildings are used to
write history.

(a) Trace the political history of the 16th and 17th
centuries.

(b) Understand the impact of an imperial
administration at the local and regional levels.

(c) Illustrate how the Akbarnama and the Ain-i-
Akbari are used to reconstruct history.

(a) Convey a sense of the range of materials, skills
and styles used to build: waterworks, places of
worship, palaces and havelis, forts, gardens.

(b) Understand the engineering and construction
skills, artisanal organisation and resources
required for building works.

(c) Illustrate how contemporary documents,
inscriptions, and the actual buildings can
beused to reconstruct history.

(a) Trace the origins and histories of towns, many
of which survive today.

(b) Demonstrate the differences between founded
towns and those that grow as a result of trade.

(c) Illustrate how travellers’ accounts,
contemporary maps and official documents are
used to reconstruct history.

(a) Convey an idea of long-term social change and
movements of people in the subcontinent.

OUR PASTS – II

Themes Objective

Social Science Syllabus - Class VII
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(b) Changes in the caste structure.
(c) Case studies of state formation: Gonds, Ahoms.

Popular Beliefs and Religious Debates
(a) An overview of belief-systems, rituals,

pilgrimages, and syncretic cults.
(b) Case Study: Kabir.

The Flowering of Regional Cultures
(a) An overview of the regional languages,

literatures, painting, music.
(b) Case study: Bengal.

New Political Formations in the Eighteenth
Century
(a) An overview of the independent and

autonomous states in the subcontinent.
(b) Case study: Marathas

Environment in its totality: natural and human
environment.

Natural Environment: land – interior of the earth,
rocks and minerals; earth movements and major
land forms. (One case study related with
earthquake to be introduced)

Air – composition, structure of the atmosphere,
elements of weather and climate – temperature,
pressure, moisture and wind. (One case study
related with cyclones to be introduced)
Water – fresh and saline, distribution of major
water bodies, ocean waters and their circulation.
(One case study related with tsunami to be
introduced)
Natural vegetation and wild life.

Human Environment: settlement, transport and
communication.

Human – Environment Interaction: Case Studies
– life in desert regions – Sahara and Ladakh; life
in tropical and sub-tropical regions – Amazon and
Ganga-Brahmaputra; life in temperate regions –
Prairies and Veldt.

(b) Understand political developments in specific
regions.

(c) Illustrate how anthropological studies,
inscriptions and chronicles are used to write
history.

(a) Indicate the major religious ideas and practices
that began during this period.

(b) Understand how Kabir challenged formal
religions.

(c) Illustrate how traditions preserved in texts and
oral traditions are used to reconstruct history.

(a) Provide a sense of the development of regional
cultural forms, including ‘classical’ forms of
dance and music.

(b) Illustrate how texts in a regional language can
be used to reconstruct history.

(a) Delineate developments related to the Sikhs,
Rajputs, Marathas, later Mughals, Nawabs of
Awadh and Bengal, and Nizam of Hyderabad.

(b) Understand how the Marathas expanded their
area of control.

(c) Illustrate how travellers’ accounts and state
archives can be used to reconstruct history.

To understand the environment in its totality
including various components both natural and
human; (Periods-6)
To explain the components of natural
environment;
To appreciate the interdependence of these
components and their importance in our life;
To appreciate and develop sensitivity towards
environments; (Periods-12)
To understand about atmosphere and its elements;

(Periods-10)
To know about distribution of water on the earth;

(Periods-10)
To find out the nature of diverse flora and fauna.

(Periods-5)
To explain the relationship between natural
environment and human habitation;
To appreciate the need of transport and
communication for development of the
community;
To be familiar with the new developments making
today’s world a global society; (Periods-7)
To understand the complex inter relationship of
humanand natural environment;
To compare life in one’s own surrounding with
life of other environmental settings;
To appreciate the cultural differences existing in
the world which is an outcome of interaction,
between human beings and their environment;

(Periods-15)

OUR ENVIRONMENT

Themes Objective

Themes Objective
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UNIT 1: Democracy
This unit will focus on the historical as well as the
key elements that structure a democracy. The
structures in place to make people’s representation
a reality will be discussed with reference to its
actual functioning.
Section 1
Why Democracy
Two main thrusts
• Historical
What were some of the key junctures and
transformations in the emergence of democracy
in modern societies.
• Key Features

– The different systems of power that exist in
the world today.

– Significant Elements that continue to make
Democracy popular in the contemporary
world:

• Formal Equality.
• Decision Making mechanisms.
• Accommodation of differences.
• Enhancing human dignity.
Section 2
Institutional Representation of Democracy
• Universal Adult Franchise.
• Elections.
• Political parties.
• Coalition Governments.
UNIT 2 : State Government
This unit will focus on the legislative, executive
and administrative aspects of state government.
It will discuss processes involved in choosing
MLAs, passing a bill and discuss how state
governments function through taking up one issue.
This unit might also contain a section on the nation-
state.
Section 1: Its working
• Main functionaries-broad outline of the role of

the Chief minister and the council of ministers
Section 2: Its functioning
Through one example:
land reform/irrigation/education/water/health discuss
• The nature of the role played by the govern-

ment –regarding resources and services.

To enable students to:
• develop an understanding of the rule of Law

and our involvement with the law,
• understand the Constitution as the primary

source of all laws,
• develop the ability to distinguish between

different systems of power,
• understand the importance of the idea of

equality and dignity in democracy,

• develop links between the values/ideas of
democracy and the institutional forms and
processes associated with it,

• understand democracy as representative
government,

• understand the vision and the values of the
Constitution.

To enable students to:
• gain a sense of the nature of decision-making

within State government.
• understand the domain of power and authority

exercised by the state government over people’s
lives.

• gain a critical sense of the politics underlying
the provision of services or the distribution of
resources.

DEMOCRACY AND EQUALITY

Themes Objective

Project/Activity
• Collect stories / find out about changes that took place in their areas (identify how things/surroundings

change overnight and why).
• Discuss the topic “How weather forecast helps us” in your class after assigning the role of a farmer,

a hawker, a pilot of an aeroplane, a captain of ship, a fisherman and an engineer of a river dam to
different students.

• Write observations about local area house types, settlements, transport, communication and
vegetation.

Note : Any similar activities may be taken up.
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• Factors involved in distribution of resources/
services.

• Access of localities and communities to
resources/services.

UNIT 3 : Understanding Media
In this unit the various aspects of the role of a
media in a democracy will be highlighted. This unit
will also include a discussion on advertising as well
as on the right to information bill.
Section 1 : Media and Democracy
Media’s role in providing the following:
• providing information,
• providing forum for discussion/debate creating

public opinion.
Media ethics and accountability.
Relationship between Government and
Information A case-study of the popular struggle
that brought about the enactment of this
legislation.
Section 2 : On Advertising
• Commercial Advertising and consumerism,
• Social advertising.
UNIT 4: Unpacking Gender
This unit is to understand the role gender plays in
ordering our social and economic lives.
Secton 1 : Social Aspects
Norms, values that determine roles expected from

boys and girls in the:
• family,
• community,
• schools,
• public spaces,
• understanding Inequality: The role of gender

in creating unequal and hierarchical relations
in society.

Section 2 : Economic Aspects
• gender division of labour within family,
• value placed on women’s work within and

outside the home,
• the invisibilisation of women’s labour.
UNIT 5: Markets Around Us
This unit is focussed on discussing various types
of markets, how people access these and to
examine the workings of an actual market.
Secton 1
• On retail markets and our everyday needs
• On role and impact of wholesale markets how

are these linked to the above
• People’s access to markets depends upon many

factors such as availability , convenience ,
credit, quality , price, income cycle etc.

Secton 2
Examine the role of an observable wholesale
market such as grain, fruit, or vegetable to
understand the chain of activities , the role of
intermediaries and its impact on farmer -
producers.

To enable students to:
• understand the role of the media in facilitating

interaction between the government and
citizens,

• gain a sense that government is accountable
to its citizens,

• understand the link between information and
power,

• gain a critical sense of the impact of media on
people’s lives and choices,

• appreciate the significance of people’s
movements in gaining this right.

To enable students to:
• understand that gender is a social construct

and not determined by biological difference,
• learn to interrogate gender constructions in

different social and economic contexts,
• to link everyday practices with the creation of

inequality and question it.

To enable students to:
• understand markets and their relation to

everyday life,
• understand markets and their function to link

scattered producers and consumers,
• gain a sense of inequity in market operations.

Themes Objective
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OUR PASTS-II

1. Tracing Changes Through a Thousand Years

Let’s Revise
Ø The period from second half of the 8th century up to first half of the 18th century is known as the 

“medieval period” of Indian history.
Ø The term “Hindustan” was first used by a Persian chronicler, Minhaj-i-Siraj, in 13th century.
Ø Basic sources used by historians for learning medieval period are coins, inscriptions, 

architecture and textual records.
Ø Manuscripts and textual records increased during this period as paper gradually became cheaper 

and more widely available.
Ø Prominent groups of people emerged during this period were Rajputs, Ahoms, Marathas, Sikhs, 

Jats and Kayasthas.
Ø People were grouped into jatis or subcastes on the basis of their background and occupations.
Ø  Major development of this period was the emergence of the idea of bhakti.
Ø The teaching of the holy Quran was also brought to India in seventh century.
Ø Followers of Islam were divided in two sub-sects—Shias and Sunnis.
Ø At different moments in this period new technologies made their appearence, like persian wheel 

in irrigation, the spinning wheel in weaving and firearms in combat. New foods and beverages 
also arrived  in the subcontinent in this period.

Ø In the middle of the nineteenth century British historian divided the history of India into three 
periods—“Hindu”, “Muslim” and “British”. This division was based on the idea that the religion 
of rulers was the only important historical change, and that there were no other significant 
developments in economy, society or culture.

Ø Prosperity during this period brought European trading companies to India.

Objective Type Questions (Choose the correct 
answer) :

1. The Medieval period began in India in : 
(a) 9th century AD (b) 8th century AD

 (c) 10th century AD (d) 18th century AD
2.	 For	the	first	time,	the	term	‘Hindustan’	

was used by :  
 (a) Al-Idrisi
 (b) Minhaj-i Siraj
 (c) Muhamad Tughluq
 (d) Ziyauddin Barani
3. In which period the number and 

variety of textual records increased 
dramatically : 

 (a) 600 to 700 CE (b) 700 to 800 CE
 (c) 800 to 1000 CE (d) 700 to 1750 CE
4. Cartographer is the person who draws  :
 (a) Paintings (b) Pictures
 (c) Sketches (d) Maps

5. Script refers to :  
 (a) Written form of language
 (b) Spoken form of language
 (c) Both (a) and (b)
 (d) None of these
6. This is the holy book of Muslims : 
 (a) Gita (b) Ramayan
 (c) Quran (d) Bible
7. Ziyauddin Barani was a chronicles of  :
 (a) 18th century (b) 19th century
 (c) 14th century (d) 15th century
8. Who collected manuscripts in the past ?
 (a) Poor people (b) Wealthy people
 (c) Local people (d) None of these
9. This was the most dominant group in 

the   society : 
 (a) Kshatriyas (b) Traders
 (c) Brahmanas (d) Muslims



2 ] OSWAAL CBSE Question Bank, Social Science, Class-VII

10.	 Difficulties	 faced	 by	 the	 historians	 in	
using	manuscripts	are	:

 (a) Hand writing of manuscripts is not clear.
 (b) Lot of information is provided in            

Manuscripts.
 (c) Manuscripts were copied by hand.
 (d) None of these.
Ans. 1. (b) 2. (b) 3. (d) 4. (d) 5. (a) 
 6. (c) 7. (c) 8. (b) 9. (c) 10. (c)

State whether true or false : (NCERT)

(a) We do not find inscriptions for the period 
after 700 CE.

(b) The Marathas asserted their political 
importance during this peirod.

(c)	 Forest-dwellers were sometimes pushed out 
of their lands with the spread of agricultural 
settlements.

(d)	 Sultan Ghiyasuddin Balban controlled              
Assam, Manipur and Kashmir.

Ans.	(a) False    (b) False    (c) True   (d)	False

Fill in the blanks : (NCERT)

(a) Archives are places where .................. are 
kept.

(b)	 ................... was a fourteenth century 
chronicler.

(c)	 ..........., ..........., ............, ........... and ........... 
were some of the new crops introduced into 
the subcontinent during this period.

Ans. (a)	Manuscripts,      (b)	Ziyauddin Barani
	 	(c)	Potatoes, corn, chillies, tea, coffee.

Very Short Answer Type Questions :

Q. 1. Who was Al-Idrisi ?
Ans.	 Al-idrisi was an Arab cartographer.
Q. 2. Who is a cartographer ?
Ans.	 Cartographer is a person who makes 

maps.
Q. 3. What do you mean by ‘archives’ ?
Ans.	 Archives were the places where 

manuscripts and documents were kept or 
collected.

Q. 4. Who used to collect manuscripts in the 
past ?

Ans.	 Manuscripts were collected by monasteries, 
temple, rulers, wealthy people etc.

Q. 5. What were the new crops and beverages 
that arrived in Indian sub-continent in the 
medieval period ?

Ans.	 Corn, chillies, tea, coffee and potatoes.
Q. 6. Which were the new groups of people 

prominent in the medieval age ?

Ans.	 Prominent groups of the people in this 
age were Rajputs, Marathas, Sikhs, Jats, 
Ahoms and Kayasthas.

Q. 7. Why were only Brahmanas dominated in 
the society during the medieval period ?

Ans.	 Brahmanas were dominated in the society 
because they were the only class of people 
who were proficient in Sanskrit language.

Q. 8. How did Brahmanas and artists got 
protection in the medieval period ?

Ans.	 They got protection from patrons, a group 
of the rulers and rich class of people.

Q. 9. In which three periods the British 
historian divided the history of India ?

Ans.	 British historian divided the history 
of India in the following three periods-            
1. Hindu, 2. Muslim and 3. British.

Q. 10. Who was considered a ‘foreigner’ in the              
past ?   (NCERT)

Ans.	 In medieval period any stranger who 
appeared say in given village, someone 
who is not the part of that society, was 
considered as a foreigner.

Short Answer Type Questions :

Q. 1. Into how many parts is medieval history 
normally divided ?

Ans.	 The time frame of medieval history is 
taken as one thousand years, from roughly 
750 to 1750, which is further divided into 
two    parts :

	 (a)	Early medieval period
	 (b)	Later medieval period
 The medieval history is strongly associated 

with Islamic influence and rule in India. It 
also witnessed the rise and fall of many 
religion and dynasties.

Q. 2. What does the word ‘Rajputs’ stand for ? 
Who were considered as Rajputs ?

Ans.		 Rajputs word has been derived from 
‘Rajaputra’, the son of a ruler. Between 
the eighth and fourteenth centuries, the 
term was applied to a body of warriors, 
who claimed Kshatriya caste status.

 This term not only included rulers and 
chieftains but also commanders and 
soldiers. They served in the armies 
of different monarchs all over the 
subcontinent.

Q. 3. List some technological changes associated 
with the medieval period ? (NCERT)

Ans.	 Technological changes associated with 
this period were :

 (i)	 Use of Persian wheel for irrigation.



Our Pasts–II   [ 3

 (ii) The use of spinning wheel was started 
for weaving clothes.

 (iii) New food and beverages like potatoes, 
corn, chillies, tea and coffee were 
used.

Q. 4. What was the outcome of easy availability 
of paper in the 14th century ?

Ans. (i) Paper was used by people to write 
holy text, letters and teachings of 
saints, ruler’s chronicles, petitions and 
judicial records and for maintaining 
accounts and taxes.

 (ii) Manuscripts were collected by 
wealthy people, rulers, temples and 
monasteries. These manuscripts were 
placed in libraries and archives that 
provided a lot of details to historians.

Q. 5. How were the affairs of jatis regulated ?
Ans. (i) Jatis formed their own rules and 

regulations to manage their conducts.
 (ii) The rules and regulations were 

enforced by an assembly of elders, 
described in some areas as Jatis 
Panchayat.

 (iii) Jatis were also required to follow their 
rules and regulations of their village. 
Several villages were governed by 
chieftain.

Q. 6. What were some of the major religious 
development during the medieval period ?

Ans. The major religious development during 
this (medieval) period were :

 (i) It was this period when major 
changes occurred in Hinduism, which 
includes the worship of new deities, 
the construction of new temples etc.

 (ii) The bhakti movement also emerged 
during this period.

 (iii) Many ruler patronized Islam. Muslims 
regard the Quran as their holy book.

Long Answer Type Questions :

Q. 1. How do historians divide the past into 
periods ? Do they face any problem in 
doing so ?   (NCERT)

Ans. To the historians time is not just passing 
of hours, days or years. But it reflects 
changes in social, economic, cultural and 
religious activities that occur through 
the ages. Division of past into large 
segments—periods, make it easy to 
study time for historians. In the middle 
of nineteenth century British historians 
divided the hisotry of India into three 
periods—Hindu, Muslim and British. This 

division was based on the idea that no 
significant  change other than the religion 
of rulers could occur during these periods. 
But as a matter of fact this division ignored 
the rich diversity of the subcontinent. Few 
historians follow this periodisation even 
today. While most of them also consider the 
economic and social factors to characterise 
the major elements of different moment 
of the past. The history of past thousand 
years has seen considerable changes. As 
a result the sixteenth and the eighteenth 
centuries were quite different from the 
eighth or the eleventh centuries. Hence 
it is very difficult for the historians to 
describe the entire period as one historical 
unit.

Q. 2. In what ways has the meaning of the term 
‘Hindustan’ changed over the centuries ?   
   (NCERT)

Ans. (i) The term ‘Hindustan’ was first used 
in 13th century, by Minhaj-i-Siraj. He 
used this term in political sense for 
lands that were the part of dominion 
of Delhi sultanate. 

 (ii) In early 18th century this term 
was used by Babur to describe 
the geography, the fauna and the 
culture of the inhabitants of the 
subcontinents. 

 (iii) Fourteenth century poet Amir 
Khusrau also used the word ‘Hind’. 
The idea of a geographical and 
cultural entity like ‘India’ existed but 
the term Hindustan did not carry the 
political and national meanings which 
we associate with it today.

Q. 3. What major changes occurred during the 
period between 750 and 1750  ?

Ans. (i) In this period there was a gradual 
clearing of forests and the extension 
of agriculture. Due to the changes in 
habitat many forest dwellers were 
forced to migrate. Other started 
tilting the land and became peasants.

 (ii) These peasants began to influence 
with regional markets, chieftains, 
priests, monasteries and temples 
and became part of large complex 
societies. As a result of these social and 
economic differences emerged among 
these peasants, so society became 
more uneven and were grouped into 
jatis or sub-castes on the basis of their 
background and occupation.
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 (iii) Ranks of these jatis varied according 
to the power, influence and resources 
controlled by members of the jati and 
the status of the same jati varied from 
area to area.

Q. 4. What are the difficulties historian face in 
using manuscripts ?  (NCERT)

Ans. There were no printing press in early days 
so manuscripts were handwritten in those 
days. The scribes used to copy down those 
manuscripts and they used palm leaves 
for writing these manuscripts. They 
presented their version in their own way 
as many of the words and sentences were 
beyond their understanding. They also 
introduced small changes in manuscripts. 
These small changes grew over centuries 
of copying until manuscripts of the same 
text became substantially different from 
one another. Historians interpreted the 
facts as per manuscripts which they 
got. As a result historians have to read 

different manuscript versions of the same 
text to guess the facts.

Q. 5. What does the term ‘pan-regional’ empire 
mean ?   (NCERT)

Ans. Pan-regional rule applies to the trends of 
extending the empire to the region beyond 
one’s own state. Many regional states were 
emerged along with the decline of Mughal 
empire in the eighteenth century. Across 
most of the subcontinent the regions were 
left with the legacies of the big and small 
states that had ruled over them.

 Due to this, chances of sharing different 
traditions in the realms of governance, 
economy, elite cultures and language were 
brightened. Through the thousand years 
between 700 and 1750 the character of the 
different regions did not grow in isolation. 
People learnt a lot of new thing, manners 
etc, without losing their own culture and 
identity.

ll
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Objective Type Questions (Choose the correct 
answer) :

1. Many new dynasties emerged after : 
 (a) Fifteenth century
 (b) Seventh century
 (c) Twelfth century
 (d) Eleventh century
2. These people were expected to bring 

gifts for their king in the 17th century.
 (a) Traders (b) Samanta
 (c) Overloads (d) None of these
3. Rashtrakutas were subordinate to
 (a) Cheras (b) Cholas
 (c) Chalukyas (d) None of these
4. From whom the revenue was also 

collected ?
 (a) Traders (b) Merchants
 (c) Artisans (d) Peasants
5. Land granted to Brahmans was 

recorded on : 
 (a) Silver plates (b) Iron plates
 (c) Betel leaves (d) Copper plates

6. In which language was the Prashasti 
found in Gwalior, written :

 (a) Sanskrit (b) Hindi
 (c) English (d) Urdu
7. Who was considered as the most 

powerful chola ruler ?
 (a) Babur
 (b) Rajendra
 (c) Rajaraja
 (d) Prithviraj Chauhan
8. Brahamanas often received land grants 

called as :
 (a) Jagir (b) Brahmadeya
 (c) Devadana (d) None of these
Ans. 1. (b)        2. (b)        3. (c)        4. (a)       5. (d)
 6. (a)        7. (c)         8. (b)

Fill in the blanks :

1. Revenues was also collected from ………... .
2. In the mid of 8th century ....……………. 

overthrew his Chalukya ruler.
3. Kings often rewarded Brahmanas by grants 

of…....…........... .

2. New Kings and Kingdoms

Let’s Revise
Ø During the period 700-1200 CE, many new dynasties emerged in different parts of the sub-

continents.
Ø The main ruling dynasties were Gurjara-Pratiharas, Palas, Rashtrakutas and Chahamans 

in the North India and the Chola, Pandyas and Chalukyas in the South India.
Ø Administration of these kingdoms were cared by the rulers themselves but their powers were 

shared by their Samantas.
Ø Samantas gradually gained power and wealth and thereafter declared themselves to be maha-

samanta, maha-mandaleshvara.
Ø The three kingdoms-Gurjaras-Pratihara, Pala and Rashtrakuta dynasties were in constant 

struggle to acquire control over Kanauj, termed as ‘Tripartite Struggle’.
Ø Temples were the first target when one ruler attacked over the other.
Ø Four main ruling houses of the Rajputs that emerged at this time were – the Pratiharas, the 

Chalukyas, the Chahamanas and the Solankis.
Ø Mahmud of Ghazni was the earliest Turkish invader in India. He invaded India seventeen times 

between AD 1000—AD 1025. His sole purpose was to plunder the wealth of India.
Ø During this period, Southern part of India also saw the emergence of Chola dynasty.
Ø Chola kingdom was administered through assemblies—Ur, Nadu, Sabha and Samiti.

Ø These assemblies played an important role in village administration.
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4. …………........... containt details that may not 
be literally true.

5. Prashastis were composed by learned ………
6. Chauhan ruled over the region around 

…......……. and …...……… .
7. Many of the new kings adopted high sounding 

title such as …….......... and so on.
8. …………........……composed a poem about 

rulers of Kashmir.
9. .................………….was considered most 

powerful Chola ruler.
10. Prithviraja III was a Chahamana ruler who 

defeted an Afghan ruler named …...………  .
Ans. 1. Traders,     2. Dantidurga,     3. land,
  4. Prashastis,    5. Brahmanas,     6. Delhi, 

Ajmer,  7. maharaja-adhiraj, tribhuvana,    
 8. Kalhana,   9. Rajaraja I,    10. Sultan 

Muhammad Ghori.

Match the contents of Columns ‘A’ with the 
contents given in Column ‘B’ : (NCERT)

 (A)   (B)
(a) Gurjara-Pratiharas (i) Western Deccan
(b) Rastrakutas (ii) Bengal
(c) Palas (iii) Gujarat and   

   Rajasthan
(d) Cholas (iv) Tamil Nadu
Ans. (a) – (iii),      (b) – (i),      (c) – (ii),       (d) – (iv)

Very Short Answer Type Questions :

Q. 1. Who was Dantidurga ? 
Ans. Dantidurga was a Rastrakutas chief who 

turned to be a Kshatriya after performing 
a ritual known as hiranya-garbha.

Q. 2. What is the meaning of hiranya-garbha 
literally ?

Ans. Literally meaning of hiranya-garbha is 
golden womb.

Q. 3. What were the two major cities under the 
control of the Chahamanas ? (NCERT)

Ans. Delhi and Ajmer were the two major eities 
under the control of the Chahamanas.

Q. 4. Who had written the long Sanskrit poem, 
containing the history of kings who ruled 
over Kashmir ?

Ans. Kalhana had written the long Sanskrit 
poem, containing the history of kings who 
ruled over Kashmir.

Q. 5. Who were the parties involved in ‘tripartite 
struggle’ ?   (NCERT)

Ans. The parties involved in the tripartite 
struggle were Gurjaras, Palas and 
Rashtrakutas.

Q. 6. What was Vetti ?
Ans. Vetti was taxes taken in the form of forced 

labour and not in cash.
Q. 7. Who wrote Kitabal-Hind ?
Ans. A great Arab poet Al-Baruni wrote Kitab-

al-Hind.
Q. 8. Who destroyed the temple of Somnath ?
Ans. Sultan Mahmud of Ghazni, a ruler of 

Afghanistan, destroyed the temple of 
Somnath.

Q. 9. Who were called ‘nadu’ ?
Ans. The larger units of the groups of ‘ur’or 

villages were called nadu.
Q. 10. Who defeated Muhammad Ghori ?
Ans. Prithviraj Chauhan defeated Mohammed 

Ghori in 1191 in first battle of Tarain but 
later on in 1192, he was defeated in second 
battle of Tarain by Ghori.

Short Answer Type Questions :

Q. 1. What did the new dynasties do to gain 
acceptance ?   (NCERT)

Ans. The new dynasties gained power and 
wealth. Thereafter they declared 
themselves to be maha-samantas, 
maha-mandaleshwara and so on. 
Sometimes they adopted high-sounding 
titles such as maharaja-adhiraj or 
Tribhuvana-chakravartin. They also 
deputed learned brahmanas to depict 
them as valiant, victorious warriors. Their 
activities were recorded in prashastis. 
They tried to demonstrate their power and 
resources by building splendid temples.

Q. 2. What was the uses of money collected from 
taxes ? 

Ans. (i) This money is used to finance the 
king’s establishment.

 (ii) For the construction of temples and 
forts.

 (iii) Also used to fight wars, which were in 
turn expected to lead to the acquisition 
in the form of plunder and access to 
land as well as trade route.

Q. 3. What were prashastis ?
Ans. Prashastis were the certificates which 

contained details that may be literally 
true.

 They tell us how rulers wanted to depict 
themselves-as valiant, victorious warriors.

 These were composed by learned 
Brahmanas, who occasionally helped in 
the administration.
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