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 Going by the old adage by renowned thinker Francis Bacon, “Reading 
maketh a full man....,” and to inculcate good reading habits among the children, 
Central Board of  Secondary Education (CBSE) introduced novels for classes IX 
to XII from the 2012-13 academic session.

 In a recent circular issued by the Board, emphasis has been laid on reading 
novels as this could help children in acquiring important skills of imagination, 
expression and appreciation of literature. It further states that though all the skills 
of gaining proficiency in a language are equally important, nevertheless, reading 
tremendously helps in improving comprehension, accuracy, fluency and diction.

 For class XI, the recommended books are The Invisible Man by Herbert 
George Wells or Silas Marner by George Eliot. 

 This book on 'The Invisible Man' has been designed with utmost care 
considering the student’s need to comprehend the text better. It contains the 
Original Text from the Novel as well as a Question Bank at the end of every 
chapter. About the Author, About the Novel and Chapter review for every 
Chapter is given to facilitate better understanding of the novel. At the end of every 
chapter, important questions and answers are incorporated in order to assist the 
student in systematic revision of the chapter.

 Original & Unabridged Text along with Chapter Summary.

 Chapterwise Questions based on understanding.

 Questions based on Character, Plot, Theme, Incidents and Episodes are given 
in the end.

 The language used in the book is simple and accurate in order to enhance 
comprehension of the novel

 The book will enable the amalgamation of reading & writing skills of the 
students

 We sincerely hope this book will assist every student in better comprehension  
of the prescribed novel thereby facilitating examination oriented learning.

 We are always open to suggestions for improvement from teachers and
students alike!

 Wishing you luck for the forthcoming Academic Year.

Publisher
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ABOUT THE AUTHOR

Herbert George Wells was a prolific English writer of his 
own days and is remembered today as an innovative writer in the new genre 
of science fiction. Born in 1866, he came from a poor background, which 
was unusual for a writer at that time. He won a scholarship to study science at 
university with a first-class degree in Biology, he became a teacher for a short 
span. He, then, lived on a small income from journalism and short stories, 
until his literary career took off with his first science fiction genre, ‘The Time 
Machine’, in 1895.Wells wrote with tremendous energy throughout his life, 
producing many science fiction stories, short stories, sociological and political 
books, autobiographical novels and histories. He became very successful as a 
writer, perhaps because his work was both popular and intellectual. 

Contemporary political and social issues underline the plots of Wells’ 
stories. ‘The War of the Worlds’ (1898) and ‘The Time Machine’ (1895) were 
attacks on the self-satisfaction of society rather than genuine attempts to predict 
the future. The Invisible Man (1897) marked a move towards more realistic 
subject matter. Although the idea of ’The Invisible Man’ is obviously a fantasy, 
the reader meets him through the eyes of the ordinary villagers rather than 
the aliens of his earlier books. Wells often reaches pessimistic conclusions in 
his work, as in this story, but he said that he was neither a pessimist nor an 
optimist, he was rather an observer.

– H. G. Wells –
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ABOUT THE BOOK

THE Invisible Man is a science fiction novel by H. G. 
Wells published in 1897. Originally serialised in Pearson’s Weekly in 1897, 
it was published as a novel in the same year. The Invisible Man of the title 
is Griffin, a scientist who has devoted himself to research on optics and invents 
a way to change a body’s refractive index to that of air so that the body absorbs 
and reflects no light and thus becomes invisible. He successfully carries out 
this procedure on himself but fails in his attempt to reverse the procedure.

 Wells has created a gripping masterpiece on the destructive effects, the 
invisibility has on the scientist; the insane and murderous chaos left in his 
malicious wake.

While its predecessors, The Time Machine and The Island of Doctor 
Moreau, were written using first-person narration, Wells adopts a third-person 
objective point of view in The Invisible Man.

PLOT OVERVIEW

A mysterious stranger, Griffin, arrives at the local inn of the English 
village of Iping, West Sussex, during a snowstorm. The stranger wears a long-
sleeved, thick coat and gloves, his face hidden entirely by bandages except for a 
fake pink nose, and a wide-brimmed hat. He is excessively reclusive, irascible, 
and unfriendly. He demands to be left alone and spends most of his time in his 
rooms working with a set of chemicals and laboratory apparatus, only venturing 
out at night. While staying at the inn, hundreds of strange glass bottles use 
to arrive that Griffin calls his luggage. Many local of the town people believe 
this to be very strange. He becomes the talk of the village (one of the novel’s 
most charming aspects is its portrayal of small-town life in southern England, 
which the author knew from his first-hand experience).

Meanwhile, a mysterious burglary occurs in the village. Griffin has run 
out of money and is trying to find a way to pay for his boarding and lodging. 
When his landlady demands, he pays his bill and quits the premises. He 
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reveals part of his invisibility to her in a fit of pique. An attempt to apprehend 
the stranger is full of frustration when he undresses to take advantage of his 
invisibility, fights off his would-be captors, and flees to the downs.

There Griffin coerces a tramp, Thomas Marvel, into becoming his 
assistant. With Marvel, he returns to the village to recover three notebooks 
that contain records of his experiments. When Marvel attempts to betray the 
Invisible Man to the police, Griffin chases him to the seaside town of Port 
Burdock, threatening to kill him. Marvel escapes to a local inn and is saved 
by the people at the inn, but Griffin escapes. Marvel later goes to the police 
and tells them of this “Invisible Man,” then requests to get him locked up in 
a high security jail.

Griffin’s furious attempt to avenge his betrayal leads to his being shot. He 
takes shelter in a nearby house that turns out to to be of Dr. Kemp, a former 
acquaintance from medical school. To Kemp, he reveals his true identity : 
The Invisible Man is Griffin, a former medical student who left medicine to 
devote himself to optics. Griffin recounts how he invented medicine capable 
of rendering bodies invisible and, on impulse, performed the procedure on 
himself.

Griffin tells Kemp of the story of how he became invisible. He explains 
how he tried the invisibility on a cat, then on himself. Griffin burns down the 
boarding house he is staying in, along with all his equipment that he used to 
turn humself invisible in order to cover his tracks; but soon realises that he is 
ill-equipped to survive in the open. He attempts to steal food and clothes from 
a large departmental store, and eventually steals some clothing from a theatrical 
supply shop and heads to Iping in attempt to reverse the invisibility. But now 
he imagines that he can make Kemp his secret confederate, describing his plan 
to begin a “Reign of Terror” by using his invisibility to terrorise the nation.

Kemp has already denounced Griffin to the local authorities and is 
watching for help to arrive as he listens to this wild proposal. When the 
authorities arrive at Kemp’s house, Griffin fights his way out and the next day, 
leaves a note announcing that Kemp himself will be the first man to be killed 
in the “Reign of Terror”. Kemp, a cool-headed character, tries to organize a 
plan to use himself as bait to trap the Invisible Man, but a note, that he sends, 
is stolen from his servant by Griffin.



Griffin shoots and injures a local policeman who comes to Kemp’s aid, 
then breaks into Kemp’s house. Kemp bolts for the town, where the local 
citizenry comes to his aid. Griffin is seized, assaulted, and killed by a mob. 
The Invisible Man’s naked, battered body gradually becomes visible as soon 
as he dies. A local policeman shouts to cover his face with a sheet, after this 
the book concludes.

In the final chapter, it is revealed that Marvel has secretly kept Griffin’s 
notes.

 THEME ANALYSIS 

Corruption of Morals in the Absence of Social Restriction
The narrator uses the Invisible Man to experiment with the depth to 

which a person can sink when there are no social restrictions to suppress his 
behaviour. When Griffin first kills his father, he excuses it away by saying 
that the man was a “sentimental fool.” When he takes the potion himself, he 
endures such pain that he “understands” why the cat howled so much in the 
process of becoming invisible. Moreover, he has no compassion for the cat, 
for his father or for any of the people; he takes advantage of in the course of 
trying to survive invisibility. On the contrary, he descends from committing 
atrocities because they are necessary to his survival to committing them simply 
because he enjoys doing so.

This theme of corruption in the absence of social law has become a motif, 
explored in this literary works, though. H. G. Wells created his story with very 
little psychological elaboration or character development.  

Science without Humanity 
Although Wells does not have his characters elaborated on this idea, the 

concept is represented in the character of Kemp as well as in Griffin himself. 
Kemp wants to stop Griffin more out of fear for himself than out of concern 
for the community, but he is, nonetheless, fascinated by the accomplishment 
of this misguided college student. The problem with the entire experiment is 
that Griffin pursued the idea of invisibility without any regard to the concept 
whether there would be any real benefit to society because of it or not.

Long Reading Text, Class XII10



 The Invisible Man 11

DRAMATIS PERSONAE

MAJOR & MINOR CHARACTERS

Griffin or The Invisible Man
The title of the book suggests that he is the protagonist of the story, 

however as the novel progresses, he turns into the main antagonist in the book. 

He is an eccentric scientist who symbolizes science without humanity. 
He is cruel and violent towards others while striving to achieve his own 
goals and aims. By the end, he loses all sense of conscience and plans to 
start a reign of terror, through threats and murder. He meets a violent 
death, is lynched by a mob.

Dr. Kemp
Like Griffin, Dr. Kemp also belonged to the scientific community. 

He, however, embodies science with a sense of morality, responsibility and 
rationality. Dr. Kemp lives in Burdock. He is described as a tall and slender 
young man with flascen hair and an almost white moustache. He is a very calm 
and sensible man who uses the knowledge that Griffin has imparted to him, 
to set a trap to catch the invisible man. He even decides to use himself as bait 
to catch him, when Griffin threatens to kill him for his betrayal.

Thomas Marvel
Thomas Marvel is a tramp. He is described as a short, fat man with a 

spotted face. He is bullied and beaten up by Griffin and is forced to become 
an accomplice to his crime. He becomes Griffin's partner in crime but later 
betrays him and runs away. He is greedy and opportunist. In the end, after 
Griffin's death, he is left with the stolen money with which he opens up an 
inn, called 'The Invisible Man'. He also has all of Griffin research and keeps 
going through the diaries, in order to discover the way to invisibility. 

Mrs. Hall
Mrs. Hall is the owner of the Coach and Horses inn in Iping. She 

accomodates Griffin and puts up with his behaviour, as long as he pays her 
money. She comes across as a greedy, dominating and bold lady.
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Mr. Hall
He is Mrs. Hall's husband and drives the conveyance. He is a drunkard, 

is dominated by his wife and appears to be not very intelligent. 

Mr. Teddy Henfrey
He is a clock repairman. When taken into Griffin's room, he is struck 

by the unusual appearance of the stranger. He tries to talk but is snubbed. He 
loves to gossip and spreads all kinds of rumours about Griffin.

Mr. Cues
He is the general practinioner at Iping. He wants to talk to the stranger 

at the Coaches and Horses to satisfy his curiosity. But during the interview, he 
is scared out of his wits when Griffin shows him his empty sleeve. 

Mr. Bunting
He is the vicar at Iping. His house is robbed by the Invisible Man. Later, 

he is also beaten up and humiliated by him.

Mr. Jaffers
He comes with a warrant to arrest Griffin, and is serious about his work. 

However, he is hurt by the Invisible Man, who escapes arrest. 

The Hunchback
The Hunchback enters the novel when Griffin narrates the incidents at 

Drury Lane. He is a short, slightly hunched, beetle-browed man who has a 
remarkable hearing power. He almost caught Griffin several times in his shop. 

Colonel Adye
He is the Chief of Police in Burdock. He is brave and responsible, but 

sometimes appears to be foolish. He also tries to catch the Invisible Man but 
fails. 

Mr. Heelas
He is Dr. Kemp's neighbour. He had refused to believe in the Invisible 

Man until he saw Dr. Kemp being attacked. He comes across as a coward man 
who refuses to help Dr. Kemp, when he was being chased by the Invisible Man.



– H. G. Wells –
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