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Note : (i) All questions are compulsory.

  (ii) Figures to the right indicate full marks.

  (iii) Question Nos. 1 to 5 belong to History and Question Nos. 6 to 9 belong to Political Science.

1. (A) Complete the following statements by choosing the appropriate alternatives from those given in the 
brackets :  3

  (i) Portuguese King …………………… motivated the navigation.

   (William, Henry, Nicholas)

  (ii) Triple Alliance Agreement was signed between Germany, Austria and …………………… .

   (France, Japan, Italy)

  (iii) Upto 18th century …………………… was regarded as a dark continent.

   (Asia, Africa, America)

 (B) Match the correct pairs of Columns 'A' and 'B' :  3

   Column 'A'  Column 'B'

  (i) Scientist Godard (a) Fascist Party

  (ii) Adolf Hitler (b) March to the Royal palace in St. Petersburg

  (iii) Father Gapon (c) Nazi party

    (d) Father of Missiles Science

2.  Answer the following questions in 25 to 30 words each (any two) : 4

  (i) The discovery of interior part of Africa did not take place, why ?

  (ii) Why did the European countries increase weapons and ammunities ?

  (iii) What were the objectives of the League of Nations ?

3.  Give reasons for the following statements in 25 to 30 words each (any two) : 4

  (i) The Portuguese couldn't set up their empire in India.

  (ii) The condition of common people and workers in Russia was a miserable one.

  (iii) The democratic governments in Europe started to collapse after the First world war.

4.  Answer the following question in 30 to 40 words each (any two) : 6

  (i) Give the detailed information about the UNO before its foundation.

  (ii) How did Hitler acquire power in Germany ?

  (iii) What are disadvantages of globalization ?

5.  Answer the following questions in 60 to 80 words each (any two) :  8

  (i) Write about the constructive effects of Imperialism.

  (ii) What were the contribution of extremists and moderates in India's freedom movement ? 

  (iii) Explain the causes of Cold War.

6.  Fill in the blanks with a suitable word from those given in the bracket :  3

  (i) India has …………………… form of Democracy.

   (direct, indirect, presidential, mixed)

  (ii) …………………… is a country homogenous in the case of language.

   (India, Switzerland, China, Sri Lanka)
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  (iii) Extreme …………………… endangers democracy.

   (inequality, vigilance, unity, tolerance)

7.  Answer the following questions in one sentences each (any three) : 3

  (i) When is referendum adopted ?

  (ii) What is regional inequality ?

  (iii) What is the main aim of the political party ?

  (iv) Name any two religions existing in India.

  (v) State any one difference between ruling party and the opposition party.

8.  State whether the following statements are True or False with reasons (any two) : 4

  (i) Nationalist Congress Party is regional party.

  (ii) Caste system is like a hierarchy.

  (iii) There are no restriction on citizens holding arms in US.

9.  Answer any one of the following questions in 25 to 30 words :  2

  (i) What are the different ways of having people's participation in Democracy ?

  (ii) Explain the dual nature of the questions before democracy.
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SOLUTIONS
1.  (A) (i) Portuguese king Henry motivated the navigation.

  (ii) Triple Alliance Agreement was signed between Germany. Austria and Italy.

  (iii) Upto 18th century Africa was regarded as a dark continent. 3

 (B) (i) Scientists Godard — (d) Father of Missiles Science

  (ii) Adolf Hitler — (c) Nazi Party

  (iii) Father Gapon — (a) March to the Royal palace in St. Petersburg. 3

2.  (i) (a) Because the trade of slaves carried on by Europeans brought the European nations in association with the 
coastal regions in Africa. 

  (b) Till the middle of the 19th century the westerners didn’t have any idea of the interiors of the African continent. 

  (c) Africa had dense forests, big lakes, perennial rivers and large tracts of deserts. 

  (d) The composition of Africa was not known to the world at large as no explorations were carried out. 

  (e) This unknown or dark continent failed to arouse curiosity in the Europeans and they made no attempts to 
discover its interiors. That’s why it was called the unknown or dark continent until the 18th century.  4

 (ii) The European countries began the arms race due to the following reasons : 

  (a) The belief that only militarily powerful nations could retain their supremacy in European politics led to the 
rise of militarism. 

  (b) The European nations started increasing their military strength to outwit each other in the race of expansion. 

  (c) Large number of new destructive weapons, warships, tanks came to be manufactured. 

  (d) Every European nation argued that, this vast arms accumulation was only for the safety and not for war. 

  (e) Yet, the storage of large amount of arms and ammunitions made the situation in Europe explosive. 

 (iii) The objectives of the League of Nations were : 

  (a) To establish world peace and security. 

  (b) To establish friendly relations and promote co-operation among the nations. 

  (c) To resolve international disputes by peaceful means and thereby avoid the outbreak of war.  4

3.  (i) (a) The Portuguese initially had greater importance in the Indian politics. 

  (b) However, the Portuguese tried to propagate their religion, expand their rule and business at the same time. 

  (c) Therefore, they couldn’t set up an empire in India. They got restricted to Goa, Daman and Diu islands only. 

 (ii) (a) In the beginning of 20th century, Tsar’s empire spread on large scale. 

  (b) Social conditions in his period were extremely unequal. 

  (c) Due to feudalism and serfdom, common people were living in miserable condition 

  (d The workers were troubled by the unfavourable conditions created by scanty wages, longer working hours 
and insecure and inferior living standards. 

 (iii) (a) After the First World, War there was unrest, discontent and instability in the world.

  (b) The financial depression gave rise to dissatisfaction among the common people.

  (c) People lost their faith in democracy.

  (d) The democratic governments also were not able to solve the rising problems before the nations.

  (e) Thus, the democratic governments in Europe started to collapse one after another. 4

4.  (i) (a) President Roosevelt of USA and Winston Churchill, the Prime Minister of England announced the Atlantic 
Charter in 1941. 

  (b) This was followed by meeting heads of state / govt. of Allied powers at Washington, Quebec, Tehran and Yalta 
to plan the formation of the organization. 

  (c) On 25 April, 1945 representatives of 50 states (given as 51) attended the San Fransciso conference. 

  (ii) (a) Hitler formed the Nazi Party in 1920 and propagated Nazism. 

  (b) He aroused the passions of the German people condemning the Treaty of Versailles. He criticised the Weimer 
Government as anti-German for signing the humiliating treaty of Versailles. 



12 |  OSWAAL SSC Maharashtra Question Bank, History and Political Science, Class-10

  (c) The Nazi party secured the largest number of seats in German Parliament. 

  (d) Hitler was appointed as the Chancellor in 1933. 

   He later combined the offices of President and the Chancellor.

  (ii) (a) The disadvantages of Globalization are as follows : 

  (b) It has caused uncontrolled competition, endan-gering the existence of small industries. 

  (c) It has led to unrestricted exploitation of natural resourc es of poor countries by multi national companies. 

  (d) Consumerism has entered and basic values are declining. 

  (e) It has widened the gap between the rich and the poor countries. 

  (f) Globalization in its practical form, has become a new form of colonialism.  6

5.  (i) (a) Physical Reformations : The European nations brought some reformations like making of roads for quick 
military movement and internal transportation, railway, post, telegraph, aeroplanes, canal, etc. It also helped 
local people creating a kind of interaction among people. 

  (b) Spread of Education : The colonies came under the impact of western education. 

   The colonizers began to educate the local people for raising qualified manpower necessary in assisting 
administration. 

  (c) Intellectual Change : The people of the colonies were brought abreast of the western thoughts of their 
colonizers. They got acquainted with the innovative ideas, technology, science, philosophy, literature, laws 
and politics. Colonization also introduced the people to the principles of liberty, equality and fraternity and 
the philosophies of nationalism, socialism, communism and democracy. 

  (d) National Integrity : The Imperial nations brought various parts of the colonies under one reign. 

   This centralized governing system integrated the colonies. The Imperial nations brought the scattered regions 
and reigns under one banner and established one governing system, uniform rules and regulations and one 
legal system. 

   Consequently, there came into being national integrity. Especially, the undeveloped colonies were benefitted 
by Imperialism. 

  (e) Rise of New Leadership : The European nations created their domination over the nations of Asia and Africa. 
The royal regimes and the feuds of the colonies were put down and brought a monopolistic governance. The 
newly educated middle class started to oppose the western Imperialism. As a result, the progressive minded 
members of the middle class led many struggles for freedom. 

  (ii) Contribution of Moderates and Assertives (Extremists) in the freedom struggle were as follows : 

  (a) The Moderates were considered as the founders of the Indian National Congress. 

  (b) Their main objective was to bring about national unity. 

  (c) They held discussions on national problems and requested the British government to fulfil their demands. 

  (d) The Assertives (Extremists) also played an important role in the freedom movement. Leaders like Lokmanya 
Tilak aimed at organizing public opinion and by trying to put pressure on the government. 

  (e) The radical nationalists were opposed to the Partition of Bengal. 

  (f) Their programme included peaceful demonstrations, Swadeshi and Boycott of foreign goods. 

  (g) The harsh policies of the British government were mainly responsible for revolutionary nationalism. This was 
done by protesting against anti-government measures. 

  (h) The pressure that was exerted by the radical nationalists forced the British government to grant a new set of 
political rights to the people. 

  (iii) (a) Cold War was an intense struggle for power between USA and USSR, who had emerged as super powers 
after the Second World War. It continued till 1991. 

  (b) The Western European countries regarded the formation of the socialist state in Russia in November, 1917 as 
a potential danger and threat to their democratic and capitalist ideologies. 

  (c) The influence of Russia over the Eastern European countries made Western Europe fearful of the expansion 
of communism. 

  (d) To prevent the socialist expansion, Winston Churchill made an appeal to Western democracies.

  (e) American President Truman, immediately announced the Truman doctrine and the Marshall Plan, to curb 
socialism. 
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  (f) America formed military alliances like NATO, SEATO and CENTO with like-minded nations. 

  (g) Seeing this as a challenge to its existence Socialist Russia also offered economic aid to other socialist countries 
and signed the Warsaw Pact.  8

  (h) Cold war was nothing but a supremacy conflict between capitalism and communism. Explosive situations 
were caused due to conflicting mutual interests and ambitions of the super powers.

6.  (i) India has indirect form of democracy.

  (ii) China is a country homogeneous in the case of language.

  (iii) Extreme inequality endangers democracy.  3

7.  (i) The democratic form in which elected representatives run the government is called indirect or representative 
democracy.

  (ii) When some regions of a country are more developed than other regions, this is described as regional 
inequality.

  (iii) The main aim of the political party is to secure and retain power.

  (iv) (a) Hinduism, (b) Sikhism.

  (v) The party which wins the majority of seats and forms the government is known as 'ruling party', whereas the 
party which is not able to get the majority seats is known as 'opposition party'. 3

8.  (i) False, because Nationalist Congress Party is a recognized national party that was formed after the split in 
Indian National Congress in 1999. 

  (ii) True, because in this hierarchy, some castes are supposed to be upper and some lower.

  (iii) True, because The U.S. government takes extra caution about the security of people in the view of organized 
crime and terrorism. So, there is personal liberty given for security in U.S. 

9.  (i) (a) Recall—To call back the representatives. 

  (b) Initiative—Proposal of law through public. 

  (c) Referendum—To take opinion of people on public issues. 

  (d) Plebiscite—People’s opinion on proposal of law. 

 (ii) (a) In democracy, issues have to be resolved only democratically.

  (b) All problems have to be resolved on the basis of law, personal liberty and tolerance.

  (c) Otherwise issues may get resolved but democracy would not remain.

  (d) Every question has to be done in a democratic manner. i.e. through internal discussions, negotiations and by 
taking everyone together.   2
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General Instruction :

  All questions are compulsory.

  Figures to the right indicate full marks.

  Questions 1 to 5 are based on History and Questions 6 to 9 are based on Political Science.

 1. (A) Fill in the blanks by choosing the correct alternative from those given in the brackets, complete 
the sentences and write the statements in the answer sheet (three out of three):  3

   (i)  It is considered that __________________ is the origin of Industrial Revolution.

    (France, England, Germany)

   (ii)  __________________, a nation is called the ‘Land of Rising Sun’.

    (India, Japan, China)

   (iii)  ‘An axe in the bunch of sticks’ is a symbol of the _________________.

    (Fascist, Japan, Janata)

Ans.

 

  (B)  Match the correct pairs:   3

          Column ‘A’ Column ‘B’

   (i)  Nelson Mandela  (a) Father of Indian Atomic Age

   (ii)  Walter Lippman   (b) Africa

   (iii) Dr. Homi Bhabha  (c) Mirage War

     (d) Father of Computer

*

*  Answers have been redrafted by Toppers exclusively for Oswaal Books.
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