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(Dedicated to
Shri B .H . Jain ,

Chairman, Jain Irrigation Systems Ltd., Jalgaon, 
a true Gandhian, whose contribution towards 
Indian Agriculture and Rural Development is 

truly commendable.



Preface

Man is the finest creature of Almighty God. Man's life is not 
static. Ups and down, joys and sorrows, rise and fall, fame 
and defame, pleasure and pain, profit and loss, love and hate 
are part of every man's life. These are hard realities of life 
and from which no one can escape. One must learn to live a 
harmonious, peaceful and dignified life in all circumstances 
and for that we need eternal light. The eternal light we get 
either from religious books or from thoughts, ideas and 
adventurous life history of great men to inspire our own lives.

If we turn the pages of history we will find ample examples 
of great men of the world who themselves got inspiration 
from the great men. Inspiration is eternal light and it is 
necessary for human being. We must understand that one 
candle can not remove the darkness of a room but darkness 
of the whole world combined together can not stop the light 
of even one candle. One candle will lit another candle and a 
day will come when whole world will be lit.

Gandhi inspired himself and became Mahatma. He also 
inspired millions of people during his lifetime, and is still 
inspiring people around the whole world. His thoughts are 
everlasting, time tested and written for common man in a 
simple language.

To make it user friendly, all topics have been arranged in 
alphabetical order, and moreover at the end of the book all



(viii)

topics have been indexed so that one can search topics and 
find Quotes of Mahatma Gandhi.

The material for this book has been drawn from the Collected 
Works o f Mahatma Gandhi and other primary sources. This 
book is an outcome of collaborative efforts of four scholars 
working at different places since last four years. This book 
will be very useful for inspiring the young minds to think 
differently, act differently to bring a positive change in the 
world. We hope that the objectives with which the book has 
been compiled will be fulfilled.

Anil Dutta Mishra 
A.B.S.V. Ranga Rao 

Thomas Panakal 
Sohan Raj Tater



A Coward
A coward dies without being dead.

A Starving Man
A starving man, generally, would stand any amount of rough 
treatment to get a crumb of bread.

[CWMG: 2: 34]

Absolute Honesty
Absolute honesty of the trustees is a necessity, but public inertia 
is a crime. Ignorant criticism  must not be mistaken for 
intelligent vigilance. What I would love to see is, that some 
public men, with a knowledge of account-keeping, make it 
a point, now and again, of overhauling the administration of 
public funds, and bringing the administrators to book.

[CWMG: 28: 91]

Abused
Everything in the world can be used and abused.

[CWMG: 77: 3]

[CWMG: 11: 424]
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Action
Action is more necessary than talk.

[CWMG: 6: 378]

Action alone matters.
[CWMG: 10: 166]

A man is one person when speaking and another when the 
time for action comes.

[CWMG: 13: 194]

Strength lies only in action and action is duty alone.
[CWMG: 25: 547]

Selfless action is a source of strength, for such action means 
the worship of God.

[CWMG: 79: 427]

Advancement
The religion of non-violence springs from the fact that the 
advancement of one promotes the advancement of all, and 
the fall of one implies the fall of all.

[CWMG: 34: 334]

Adventure
Adventure is a good thing if undertakes at the right time and 
for a right cause. Otherwise it is sheer rashness.

[CWMG: 62: 401]

Adversary
A man who is truthful and does not mean ill even to his 
adversary will be slow to believe charges even against his 
foes.

[CWMG: 35: 3]

Adversity
Sweet are the uses of adversity. It damages more him who 
inflicts it than him on whom it is inflicted. A learned divine 
has said:
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It is good for a man to suffer the adversity of this earthly 
life, for it brings him back to the sacred retirement of the 
heart where only he finds that he is an exile from his native 
home.

[CWMG: 4: 325]

Adversity is the crucible in which friendship is tested.
[Young India: October 4, 1919]

It is man's privilege to overcome adverse circumstances.
[Harijan: October 20, 1946]

Dharma is put to test in adversity.
[CWMG: 61: 193]

Adversity so-called is not adversity, nor is prosperity what 
we know by that name; the only adversity is to forget God, 
the only prosperity His ceaseless remembrance.

[CWMG: 88: 121]

"Adversity is no adversity 
Prosperity is no prosperity 
Adversity is in forgetting Vishnu 
Prosperity in remembering Narayana".

[CWMG: 93: 397]

Advice
It reminds one of the famous advice 'do it honestly if you 
can but do it'?

[CWMG: 47: 187]

Administration
You assist an administration most effectively by obeying its 
orders and decrees.

[Young India: March 27, 1930]

For administration to be efficient, it must always be in the 
hand of the fittest.

[Young India: May 29, 1924]
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Advertisement
It is a habit with people to treat the printed word in a book 
or a newspaper as a gospel truth. There is need, therefore, 
for extreme caution in drawing up advertisements. Untruths 
are most dangerous.

[Harijan: August 24, 1935]

Affection
Affection has a different kind of effect on man and acts in a 
different manner. It changes man's nature, so that we cannot 
measure its effect with the help of laws of addition and 
subtraction, as we can the effects of different forces on the 
velocity of a body. A knowledge of the laws of exchange is of 
no help in determining the effects of man's social affections.

[CWMG: 8: 242]

Affection may succeed where argument fails.
[CWMG: 35: 236]

Man will give of his best only when his affections are bi'ought 
into play. The master-servant nexus must not be a pecuniary 
one, but one of love.

[CWMG: 8: 258]

Real affection is not shown through praise, but through service.
[Young India: March 14, 1929]

True affection does not demand identity of outlook.
[Letters to Rajkumari Amrit Kaur: p. 147]

Ahimsa
Ahimsa without action is an impossibility. Action does not 
merely mean activity of hands and feet. The mind performs 
greater activity than even hands and feet. Every thought is 
an action.

[CWMG: 40: 192]
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