


 

IAS Pre- Exam 2014 General Studies Paper-1 

Solved and Explained 
Q1.  The Partition of Bengal made by Lord Curzon in 1905 lasted until 
(a) The First World War when Indian  troops were needed by the British and the partition was ended 
(b) King George V abrogated Curzon's Act at the Royal Durbar in Delhi in 1911 
(c) Gandhiji launched his Civil Disobedience Movement 
(d) The Partition of India is 1947 when East Bengal became East Pakistan 

Answer . b 

The decision to effect the Partition of Bengal was announced in July 1905 by the Viceroy of India, Lord 
Curzon. The partition took place on 16 October 1905 and separated the largely Muslim eastern areas from 
the largely Hindu western areas. The Hindus of West Bengal who dominated Bengal's business and rural 
life complained that the division would make them a minority in a province that would incorporate the 
province of Bihar and Orissa. Hindus were outraged at what they recognised as a "divide and rule" policy, 
where the colonisers turned the native population against itself in order to rule, even though Curzon 
stressed it would produce administrative efficiency. The partition animated the Hindus and led the 
Muslims to form their own national organisation on communal lines. Bengal was reunited in 1911 in an 
effort to both appease the Bengali sentiment and have easier administration. 

Q2.  The 1929 Session of Indian National Congress is of significance in the history of the 
Freedom Movement because the 
(a) Attainment of Self-Government was declared as the objective of the Congress 
(b) Attainment of Poorna Swaraj was adopted as the goal of the Congress 
(c) Non-Cooperation Movement was launched 
(d) Decision to participate in the Round Table Conference in London was taken 

Answer .b 

When the Nehru Report came before the annual session of the Congress in Calcutta in December 1928, 
the left lashed it out on the fact that it did not want the complete Independence and wanted only a 
dominion status. Meanwhile in April 1928, the “Independence of India League” was formed with Jawahar 
Lal Nehru and Subhash Chandra Bose as Secretaries and S. Srinivasa Iyengar as President. The Congress 
session at Calcutta marked an almost split among the leaders who wanted dominion and leaders who 
wanted complete Independence. Ultimately it was resolved that if the British parliament accepts the 
Nehru report by 31 December 1929, Congress would adopt the report as it is. If the report is not accepted 
by the British parliament, Congress would insist in Complete Independence and would organize a 
nonviolent Non cooperation movement. The one year deadline passed and no positive reply came from 
the Government. This was followed by Lahore Session of Congress which was presided by Jawahar Lal 
Nehru. The most land mark resolution was that the Nehru Committee Report had now lapsed and 
Dominion status will not be acceptable. A Poorna Swarajya Resolution was passed and it was Swarajya 
means complete Independence. In pursuance with this resolution, the Central and Provincial Legislatures 



had to be boycotted completely and all the future elections were also to be boycotted. A Programme of 
the Civil Disobedience was to be launched. On the midnight of December 31, 1929 and January 1, 1930, 
the deadline of the Nehru Committee report expired and Jawahar Lal Nehru unfurled the Flag of India’s 
independence on the bank of River Ravi in Lahore. The Congress working committee met on January 2, 
1930 and on that day it was decided that the January 26, 1930 should be observed as Poorna Swarajya 
Day., as on that day, a Poorna Swarajya pledge was drafted by Mahatma Gandhi. 

Q3.  With reference to the famous Sattriya dance, consider the following statements: 
1. Sattriya is a combination of music, dance and drama. 
2. It is a centuries – old living tradition of Vaishnavites of Assam. 
3. It is based on classical Ragas and Talas of devotional songs composed by Tulsidas, Kabir and Mirabai.  

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 1 and 2 only 
(c) 2 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer .b 

Sattriya or Sattriya Nritya, is a major Indian classical dance. It is a dance-drama performance art 
with origins in the Krishna-centered Vaishnavism monasteries of Assam, and attributed to the 15th 
century Bhakti movement scholar and saint named Srimanta Sankardev.One-act plays of Sattriya 
are called Ankiya Nat, which combine the aesthetic and the religious through a ballad, dance and 
drama. The plays are usually performed in the dance community halls (namghar) of monastery 
temples (sattras).The themes played relate to Krishna and Radha, sometimes other Vishnu avatars 
such as Rama and Sita.Recognized in 2000 as a classical dance by Sangeet Natak Akademi of India, 
modern Sattriya explores many themes and plays, and its performances staged worldwide. 

Q4.  Chaitra 1 of the national calendar based on the Saka Era corresponds to which one of the 
following dates of the Gregorian calendar in a normal year of 365 days? 
(a) 22nd March (or 21st March) 
(b) 15th May (or 16th May) 
(c) 31st March (or 30th March) 
(d) 21st April (or 20th April) 

Answer . a 

The Indian national calendar, sometimes called the Saka calendar, is the official civil calendar in use in 
India. It is used, alongside the Gregorian calendar, by The Gazette of India, in news broadcasts by All 
India Radio and in calendars and communications issued by the Government of India.The Saka calendar 
is also used in Java and Bali among Indonesian Hindus. Nyepi, the "Day of Silence", is a celebration of 
the Saka new year in Bali. Nepal's Nepal Sambat evolved from the Saka calendar.The term may also 
ambiguously refer to the Hindu calendar; the Saka era is also commonly used by other calendars. 



Q5.  With reference to the Indian history of art and culture, consider the following pairs: 
Famous work of Site Sculpture 
1. A grand image : Ajanta of Buddha's Mahaparinirvana With numerous celestial musicians above and 
the sorrowful figures of his followers below 
2. A huge image of : Mount Abu Varaha Avatar (boar Incarnation) of Vishnu, as he rescues Goddess 
Earth from the deep and chaotic waters sculpted on rock 
3. "Arjuna's Penance"/ : Mamallapuram "Descent of Ganga" sculpted on the surface of huge boulders 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer . c 

The Udayagiri Caves feature some of the oldest Hindu images and cave temples in India. They are 
located near the city of Vidisha, northeast of Bhopal in the state of Madhya Pradesh. One of India's most 
important archaeological sites from the Gupta period, the Udayagiri hills and its caves are an 
archaeological site under the protection of the Archaeological Survey of India.Udayagiri consists of two 
low hills immediately next to the River Bes. Located a short distance from the earthen ramparts of the 
ancient city site of Besnagar, Udayagiri is about 4 km from the town of Vidisha and about 13 km from 
the Buddhist site of Sanchi.Udayagiri is best known for a series of rock-cut sanctuaries and images 
excavated into hillside in the early years of the fifth century CE. The site is notable for its ancient 
monumental relief sculpture of Hindu god Vishnu, in his incarnation as the boar-headed Varaha, 
rescuing the earth symbolically represented by Bhudevi clinging to the boar's tusk as described in Hindu 
mythology.The site has important inscriptions of the Gupta dynasty belonging to the reigns of 
Chandragupta II (c. 375-415) and Kumaragupta I (c. 415-55). In addition to these remains, Udayagiri has 
a series of rock-shelters and petroglyphs, ruined buildings, inscriptions, water systems, fortifications and 
habitation mounds, all of which have been only partially investigated. The complex consists of twenty 
caves, of which one is dedicated to Jainism and all others to Hinduism. 

Q6. The Ghadr (Ghadar) was a 

(a) revolutionary association of Indians with headquarters at San Francisco 
(b) nationalist organization operating from Singapore 
(c) militant organization with headquarters at Berlin 
(d) communist movement for India's freedom with headquarters at Tashkent 

Answer . a 

The Ghadar Mutiny also known as the Ghadar Conspiracy, was a plan to initiate a pan-Indian mutiny in 
the British Indian Army in February 1915 to end the British Raj in India. The plot originated at the onset 
of the First World War, between the Ghadar Party in the United States, the Berlin Committee in 
Germany, the Indian revolutionary underground in British India and the German Foreign Office through 
the consulate in San Francisco. The incident derives its name from the North American Ghadar Party, 



whose members of the Punjabi Sikh community in Canada and United States were one of the most 
prominent participants in the plan. It was the most prominent amongst a number of plans of the much 
larger Hindu–German Mutiny, formulated between 1914 and 1917 to initiate a Pan-Indian rebellion 
against the British Raj during World War I.The mutiny was planned to start in the key state of Punjab, 
followed by mutinies in Bengal and rest of India. Indian units as far as Singapore were planned to 
participate in the rebellion. The plans were thwarted through a coordinated intelligence and police 
response. British intelligence infiltrated the Ghadarite movement in Canada and in India, and last minute 
intelligence from a spy helping to crush the planned uprising in Punjab before it started. Key figures 
were arrested, mutinies in smaller units and garrisons within India were also crushed 

Q7. With reference to India's culture and tradition, what is 'Kalaripayattu'?    
(a) It is an ancient Bhakti cult of Shaivism still prevalent in some parts of South India 
(b) It is an ancient style bronze and brasswork still found in southern part of Coromandel area 
(c) It is an ancient form of dancedrama and a living tradition in the northern part of Malabar 
(d) It is an ancient martial art and a living tradition in some parts of South India 

Answer . d 

Kalaripayattu is a martial art, which originated as a style in Kerala, India. The word kalari first appears in 
Sangam literature to describe both a battlefield and combat arena. The word kalari tatt denoted a martial 
feat, while kalari kozhai meant a coward in war. Each warrior in the Sangam era received regular military 
training. It is considered to be one of the oldest fighting systems in existence. It was originally practiced 
in northern and central parts of Kerala and the Tulunadu region of Karnataka. In Tulunad region it is often 
called as Garadi. The Sri Lankan martial art Angampora also exhibits strong similarities with 
Kalaripayattu, which explains the extent of patronage this art has enjoyed in the past. Currently many 
other Indian states also practice this martial art . 

Q8. Consider the following pairs: 
1. Garba : Gujarat 
2. Mohiniattam : Odisha 
3. Yakshagana : Karnataka 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer . c 

Mohiniyattam is one of two classical dances of India that developed and remain popular in the state of 
Kerala.The other classical dance form from Kerala is Kathakali. Mohiniyattam dance gets its name from 
the word Mohini – a mythical enchantress avatar of the Hindu god Vishnu, who helps the good prevail 
over evil by deploying her feminine powers.Mohiniyattam's roots, like all classical Indian dances, are in 
the Natya Shastra – the ancient Hindu Sanskrit text on performance arts.However, it follows the Lasya 
style described in Natya Shastra, that is a dance which is delicate, eros-filled and feminine. It is 
traditionally a solo dance performed by women after extensive training.  



Q9. With reference to Buddhist history, tradition and culture in India, consider the following 
pairs: Famous shrine Location 
1. Tabo monastery : Spiti Valley and temple complex 
2. Lhotsava Lhakhang : Zanskar Valley temple, Nako 
3. Alchi temple : Ladakh complex 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 

(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer . c 

The Buddhist temples from the 12th century at Nako, in the Kinnaur region of Himachal Pradesh – 
Western Himalayas of India, have been identified as one of the 100 most endangered heritage sites by the 
Worlds Monuments Fund.The traditional earth architecture of the Himalayan area has been designed for 
arid and cold climate. This architectural heritage of Nako, which has survived for approximately 800 
years, has recently started showing serious signs of deterioration –both physical and cultural. Recent years 
have witnessed a considerable change in the climate and the region now receives regularly rainfall every 
year. This increase of rainfall is affecting adversely all traditional buildings and especially the historic 
temples of Nako. This preservation project is a joint undertaking based on the cooperation with the local 
Nako Chug Lhakhang (Buddhist Temple) management committee, Indian and Austrian conservation 
architects, Romi Khosla Design Studio-New Delhi and the Interdisciplinary Research Unit on the Cultural 
History of the Western Himalaya – University of Vienna, Austria. This project has been funded by the 
World Monument Fund and other private dono 

Q10. Consider the following statements: 
1. 'Bijak' is a composition of the teachings of Saint Dadu Dayal. 
2. The Philosophy of Pushti Marg was propounded by Madhvacharya. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor  

Answer . d 

Bijak is the best known of the compilations of the compositions of Kabir, and as such is the holy scripture 
for followers of the Kabirpanthi religion.The Bijak is one of the earliest of the major texts in modern 
Hindi. The term Bijak is derived from Bija, meaning a document containing sacred texts. Pushti marg[1] 
("the Path of Grace") is a Vaishnav sect of the Hinduism, founded by Vallabhacharya (also known as 
Mahaprabhuji) around 1500 AD.It is based on the Vedant philosophy of "Ekmevadwitiyam Brahm" (the 
ultimate truth is one & only one Brahm) and "Sarvam Khalu Idam Brahm" (whatever is there, is Brahm).  



Ved, Brahma-sutras, Bhagwad Geeta and Shrimad Bhagawat are the four fundamental scriptures.  The 
ultimate reality to which Ved & Brahmsutras refer as Brahm, Geeta refers as Parmatma and Shrimad 
Bhagawat refers as Bhagawan are all essentially one.    This philosophy is called as "Sakar Brahmvad" or 
"Shuddhadwait Brahmvad", which is the fundamental doctrine of Mahaprabhu Shri Vallabhacharya. 

Q11. A community of people called Manganiyars is well-known for their 
(a) martial arts in North-East India 
(b) musical tradition in North- West India 
(c) classical vocal music in South India 
(d) pietra dura tradition in Central India 

Answer . b 

The Manganiar or Manghanhar ] and related Langha are Muslim communities in Sindh, Pakistan and in 
the desert of Rajasthan, India in the districts of Barmer and Jaisalmer, along the border of Sindh province 
of Pakistan. The Manganiars consider themselves descendants of the Rajputs and are renowned as highly 
skilled folk musicians of the Thar desert. Their songs are passed on from generation to generation as a 
form of oral history of the desert. They sing songs about Alexander the Great, about the local Maharajas 
and past battles in the region. Manganiars have survived for centuries on the patronage of wealthy 
merchants in caravan towns, particularly Jaisalmer where there is an important settled community today. 
The traditional jajman (patrons) of the Manganiar are the locally dominant Rajput community, while the 
Langha have a similar relationship with the Sindhi-Sipahi, a community of Muslim Rajputs. At times of 
birth, marriage or any family festivity for their Rajput patrons, the Manganiar musicians are in attendance 
to evoke the right mood with songs of the desert and many specially composed songs to praise the patron 
and his family. 

Q12. What was/were the object/objects of Queen Victoria's Proclamation (1858)? 
1. To disclaim any intention to annex Indian States 
2. To place the Indian administration under the British Crown 
3. To regulate East India Company's trade with India 

Select the correct answer using the code given below 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer . a 

Queen Victoria’s Proclamation – November 1, 1858 October 17, 20118 Comments On November 1, 
1858, a grand Darbar was held at Allahabad. Here Lord Canning sent forth the royal proclamation which 
announced that the queen had assumed the government of India. This proclamation declared the future 
policy of the British Rule in India.A Royal Durbar was held at Allahabad in November 1, 1858. A 
proclamation was issued by Queen Victoria. It was read at the Durbar by Lord Canning, who was the last 
Governor General and the first Viceroy of India. The important features of the Queen’s Proclamation 
were the following. 



• The Act laid down that henceforth India shall be governed by and in the name of the Queen. 

• It abolished the Board of Control and the Court of Directors. The post of a Secretary of State was 
created. He was to be assisted by a Council of India which was to consist of fifteen members. 

• The Doctrine of Lapse was cancelled and the British stopped the policy of annexation. 

• A general amnesty (pardon) was granted to the rebels except those who were directly involved in 
killing the British subjects. 

• The office of the Governor General was changed to that of Viceroy of India. 

Various views were expressed regarding the nature of the Mutiny. Although the British historians did not 
give much importance to the Mutiny, the Indian historians called it India’s First War of Independence. So 
it occupies a unique place in history. Definitely it laid the foundation for the freedom movement in India. 

Q13. Ibadat Khana at Fatehpur Sikri was 
(a) the mosque for the use of Royal Family 
(b) Akbar's private prayer chamber 
(c) the hall in which Akbar held discussions with scholars of various religions 
(d) the room in which the nobles belonging to different religions gathered to discuss religious affairs. 

Answer . c 

The Ibādat Khāna (House of Worship) was a meeting house built in 1575 CE by the Mughal 
Emperor Akbar (r. 1556–1605) at Fatehpur Sikri to gather spiritual leaders of different religious 
grounds so as to conduct a discussion on the teachings of the respective religious leaders. 
 

Q14. In the context of food and nutritional security of India, enhancing the 'Seed 
Replacement Rates' of various crops helps in achieving the food production targets of the 
future. But what is/are the constraint/ constraints in its wider/greater implementation? 
1. There is no National Seeds Policy in place. 
2. There is no participation of private sector seed companies in the supply of quality seeds of vegetables 
and planting materials of horticultural crops. 
3. There is a demand-supply gap regarding quality seeds in case of low value and high volume crops. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 

(a) 1 and 2 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 2 and 3 
(d) None 

Answer . b 



A better seed replacement rate shows a better utilization of the Certified / Quality Seeds. Since 
certified seeds are better in productivity, the Seed Replacement Rate is directly proportional to 
productivity. Thus, higher the Seed Replacement Ratio, higher is production as well as productivity 
and higher are chances of achieving nutritional security, food security and containing food price 
inflation. India’s Seed Replacement Rate Supply of quality seeds is not a onetime affair; they need to 
be produced every new season continuously. The hybrid seeds (those produced by cross pollinating 
of plants) can be sown only once because the seed from their first generation does not reliably 
produce the same copies of their parents. Thus, every new crop season requires purchase of new 
seeds. Producing certified seeds from breeder seeds takes at least three years efforts. Due to huge 
demand supply gap, India suffers from a dismal seed Replacement Ratio. Currently, only around 15 
per cent of India’s total cropped area is planted with freshly obtained quality seeds every year. A 
huge 85 per cent area is sown with farm saved seeds. This ratio varies from crop to crop between 
7% in staple crops to maximum 70% in some vegetables and fruits. For wheat and rice, it is 
between 9 to 18%. 

Q15. With reference to 'Eco-Sensitive Zones', which of the following statements is/are 
correct? 
1. Eco-Sensitive Zones are the areas that are declared under the Wildlife (Protection) Act, 1972. 
2. The purpose of the declaration of Eco-Sensitive Zones is to prohibit all kinds of human activities in 
those zones except agriculture.  

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 only 
(c) Both 1 and 2 
(d) Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer .d 

The Environment Protection Act, 1986 does not mention the word “Eco-sensitive Zones”. The section 
3(2)(v) of the Act, says that Central Government can restrict areas in which any industries, operations or 
processes or class of industries, operations or processes shall not be carried out or shall be carried out 
subject to certain safeguards Besides the section 5 (1) of this act says that central government can prohibit 
or restrict the location of industries and carrying on certain operations or processes on the basis of 
considerations like the biological diversity of an area, maximum allowable limits of concentration of 
pollutants for an area, environmentally compatible land use, and proximity to protected areas. The above 
two clauses have been effectively used by the government to declare Eco-Sensitive Zones or Ecologically 
Fragile Areas (EFA). The same criteria have been used by the government to declare No Development 
Zones. The MoEF (Ministry of Environment & Forests) has approved a comprehensive set of guidelines 
laying down parameters and criteria for declaring ESAs. A committee constituted by MoEF put this 
together. The guidelines lay out the criteria based on which areas can be declared as ESAs. These include 
Species Based (Endemism, Rarity etc), Ecosystem Based (sacred groves, frontier forests etc) and 
Geomorphologic feature based (uninhabited islands, origins of rivers etc). 



Q16. Consider the following statements: 
1. Animal Welfare Board of India is established under the Environment (Protection) Act, 1986. 
2. National Tiger Conservation Authority is a statutory body. 
3. National Ganga River Basin Authority is chaired by the Prime Minister. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 
(a) 1 only 
(b) 2 and 3 only 
(c) 2 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer . b 

The Animal Welfare Board of India is a statutory advisory body advising the Government of India 
on animal welfare laws, and promotes animal welfare in the country of India.It works to ensure that 
animal welfare laws in the country are followed; provides grants to Animal Welfare Organisations; 
and considers itself "the face of the animal welfare movement in the country." 

Q17. Consider the following pairs: Vitamin Deficiency disease 
1. Vitamin C : Scurvy 
2. Vitamin D : Rickets 
3. Vitamin E : Night blindness 

Which of the pairs given above is/are correctly matched? 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1, 2 and 3 
(d) None  

Answer . a 

Vitamin E deficiency is a deficiency of vitamin E. It causes nerve problems due to poor conduction 
of electrical impulses along nerves due to changes in nerve membrane structure and function. 

Q18. There is some concern regarding the nanoparticles of some chemical elements that are 
used by the industry in the manufacture of various products. Why? 
1. They can accumulate in the environment, and contaminate water and soil. 
2. They can enter the food chains. 
3. They can trigger the production of free radicals. 

Select the correct answer using the code given below. 
(a) 1 and 2 only 
(b) 3 only 
(c) 1 and 3 only 
(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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