
Wonders of India is an interesting look at the natural 
and human-made wonders all over India—from our 

rich heritage in the form of forts, palaces, and other 
monuments, to the sparrow that chirps at our window, 
the trees along the streets, and the animals we love 

to see. This book takes a look at the animals that 
India is known for—from the magnifi cent tiger and 

elephant to the little squirrel, and many more.
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A note by Dr R K Pachauri

India has made tremendous progress in the last 
century, with growth in business, industry, and science 

and technology. But our population has increased at a 
tremendous  rate,  and our cities are expanding rapidly into 
huge concentrations of human activity, often swallowing 
up forests and other natural spaces. 

This series endeavours to acquaint children with India’s 
natural and man-made heritage. We are endowed with a 
wide variety of flora and fauna and have also inherited 
beautiful monuments—forts, places of worship, palaces, 
and tombs—reflecting our glorious and multicultural 
past. Children, especially in towns and cities, are not 
very familiar with these. We need to take pride in 
these wonders around us, and preserve them for future 
generations. 

I hope that by highlighting the rich heritage and natural 
diversity of India, these books will inspire our youth 
to make personal and civic choices that are better for 
families, communities, and our natural heritage. Children, 
being leaders of tomorrow, are ideally placed to create a 
beautiful, peaceful, and healthy future for the nation.

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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The amazing 
world of 
animals
The animal kingdom 
consists of mammals, birds, 
fi shes, insects, reptiles, 
amphibians, and many other 
creatures.  These live in 
every part of the earth—
on land, in the sea, on 
mountains, and 
in forests.  

Nature links all plants and animals 
together. And it is important that 
this link is not broken. For 
example, animals like the 
elephant that eat fruits 
help spread the seeds of 
trees. So, if elephants 
disappear, trees would 
fi nd it diffi cult to spread 
their seeds. 

India is home to various 
kinds of animals that 
live in different 
areas—from wet 
forests to dry 
deserts, from sandy 
beaches to snowy 
mountains, and even 
in outskirts of cities. 

Tiger

Python

Nilgai



Unfortunately, many 
of these animals 

and their homes are 
under threat. For 

example, there are 
less than 1,400 

tigers left in India 
in the wild. Many 

other wild animals 
are also declining 

in number. This 
is because as the 
human population 

increases, forests are 
being cut and grasslands 

are being cleared to make 
houses, factories, and 

fi elds to supply our needs. 
With nowhere to stay and 

nothing to eat, wild animals 
are vanishing. 

Many national parks and 
sanctuaries have been set 
up to protect our animals 

and birds. Project Tiger was 
started in 1973 to protect the 

tiger—India‛s national animal. 
All of us need to get together 

and help save the animals of 
our country. After all, they, 

too, have the right to live, 
just like us.
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Snow leopard

Gharial

Asiatic black bear
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How can you recognize 
the tiger?
The tiger is a large, 
beautiful animal that 
belongs to the cat family. 
Its skin is orange with vertical black 
stripes. The undersides of its belly and 
throat are white. The tiger has dark 
lines around the eyes and on both sides 
of its face. 

What does the tiger eat?
The tiger‛s main food is large 
animals such as the spotted 
deer (sambar). This ‘big cat‛ 
is also known to eat smaller 
wild animals, pigs, and cattle.

Tiger

I am 
India‛s 
national 
animal.

Scientifi c name: 
Panthera tigris

• Tigers are 
carnivores, that is, 
they eat only fl esh.

• A tiger may have 
more than 100 
stripes, but no two 
tigers have the 
same pattern!



The Chinese believe that tiger 

teeth and claws can cure many 

diseases. Because of this, many 

wild tigers are killed for their 

body parts.

Where does the
tiger live?
It lives in forests, 
grasslands, and mangroves 
(swampy forests that grow 
near coasts). With jungles 
being cut down, the tiger 
is now being forced to 
live close to where people 
stay. This means that it 

often steals domestic 
cattle and sometimes 
accidentally 
kills people. 

 Did you know?
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The Government 
of India launched 
Project Tiger in 1973 
to save the tiger 
but its population 
has declined. Today, 
there could be fewer 
than 1,400 tigers in 
the wild.
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