
The Energy and Resources Institute

W
ONDERS OF INDIA-GEM

S

This book is printed on recycled paper

Ages: 5-8

155

Wonders of India is an interesting look at the natural and 
human-made wonders all over India—from our rich heritage 

in the form of forts, palaces, and other monuments, to 
the sparrow that chirps at our window, the trees along the 

streets, and the animals we love to see. This book takes 
a look at some of the leaders, revolutionaries, scientists, 

thinkers, poets, and other prominent personalities who have 
made us proud to be Indians. 

Other titles in this series:
Wonders of India: Animals 
Wonders of India: Birds 

Wonders of India: Flowers
Wonders of India: Monuments 

Wonders of India: Trees



An imprint of The Energy and Resources Institute

© The Energy and Resources Institute, 2012

First published in 2012 by
The Energy and Resources Institute 

TERI Press
Darbari Seth Block, IHC Complex, Lodhi Road, New Delhi 110 003, India

Tel. 2468 2100/4150 4900, Fax: 2468 2144/2468 2145
India +91 � Delhi (0)11

Email: teripress@teri.res.in � Website: http://bookstore.teriin.org

ISBN 978-81-7993-351-0

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced 
in any form or by any means without the prior permission 

of the publisher.
For sale in the Indian subcontinent only

Author: Mamta Govil
Publishing Head: Anupama Jauhry

Editorial and Production Teams: Arshi Ahmad, Rupak Ghosh; R K Joshi, 
R Ajith Kumar, Aman Sachdeva

Design and Illustration Teams: Priyabrata Roy Chowdhury, Santosh Gautam; 
Yatindra Kumar, Vijay Nipane, Neeraj Riddlan

Image Research: Yukti Garg

Exclusively distributed in India by Goyal Publishers and Distributors Pvt.Ltd.

Printed and bound in India

This book is printed on recycled paper.



The Energy and Resources Institute



A note by Dr R K Pachauri

India has made tremendous progress in the last 
century, with growth in business, industry, and science 

and technology. But our population has increased at a 
tremendous rate, and our cities are expanding rapidly into 
huge concentrations of human activity, often swallowing 
up forests and other natural spaces. 

This series endeavours to acquaint children with India’s 
natural and man-made heritage. We are endowed with a 
wide variety of flora and fauna and have also inherited 
beautiful monuments—forts, places of worship, palaces, 
and tombs—reflecting our glorious and multicultural 
past. Children, especially in towns and cities, are not very 
familiar with these. We need to take pride in these wonders 
around us, and preserve them for future generations. India 
has also been the birthplace of exceptional individuals—
leaders, scientists, poets, and others. These luminaries, 
or gems, are an inspiration for us.  

I hope that by highlighting the rich heritage and natural 
diversity of India, our youth will make personal and civic 
choices that are better for families, communities and our 
natural heritage. Children, being leaders of tomorrow, 
are ideally placed to create a beautiful, peaceful, and 
healthy future for the nation.

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Since ancient times, many Indians have become famous all over the 
world. They include leaders, mathematicians, freedom fi ghters, 
scientists, poets, painters, and musicians. In this book, we will 
learn about a few such inspiring Indians. They are considered gems 
because their achievements made our country proud.

WORDS OF WISDOM

“Life should be great rather 

than long.” 

Leader… lawyer…social 
reformer...writer…Bhimrao 
Ramji Ambedkar is also 
known as the ‘Father of the 
Indian Constitution‛. 

Ambedkar was born into 
a poor Mahar family. 
Mahars were considered 
‘untouchables‛ and ‘outcasts‛, 
and were forced to live outside 
the main village. However, Ambedkar 
was a hard-working student, who 
became one of the fi rst from his 
community to go to a college. 

Ambedkar spent his whole life fi ghting 
against untouchability. When our 
country became independent in 1947, 
he was asked to write the Constitution 
of free India. The same year, he 
became India‛s fi rst law minister.

Dr B R  Ambedkar  
Born: April 14, 1891, in Mhow 

(now in Madhya Pradesh)
Died: December 6, 1956,

in Delhi
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Freedom fi ghter…philosopher…
author…poet…Sri Aurobindo‛s 
teachings and writings continue 
to infl uence people even today.

At the age of seven, Aurobindo 
was sent to England to study. 
After returning to India in 
1893, he joined the Indian 
freedom struggle. In 1907, 
Aurobindo met Vishnu Bhaskar 
Lele, a Maharashtrian yogi. 
He decided to follow the life 
of a yogi himself, and moved 
to Puducherry. 

In Puducherry, he was joined 
by a French woman Mirra 
Richard, who came to be known 
as ‘the Mother‛. Together, they 
founded the Aurobindo ashram. 
Sri Aurobindo wrote about his 
thoughts and views on life in a 
book calledThe Life Divine.

“An aimless life is always a 

troubled life.”

Sri Aurobindo 
(Aravinda Akroyd Ghose)
Born: August 15, 1872, 

in Kolkata
Died: December 5, 1950, 

in Puducherry
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“Since I cannot increase the 

content of life by increasing its 

duration, I will increase it by 

increasing its intensity.” 

Nuclear scientist…engineer…
physicist…teacher…Dr Homi 
Bhabha is known as the ‘Father of 
India‛s nuclear programme‛. 

After fi nishing schooling in 
Mumbai, Homi Bhabha studied 
engineering at England‛s 
Cambridge University. His 
favourite subjects were 
mathematics and physics. 
Dr C V Raman, another famous 
Indian scientist, invited Bhabha 
to teach physics at the Indian 
Institute of Science in Bengaluru. 
It was here that he started his 
research in physics. 

In 1945, Dr Bhabha established 
the Tata Institute of Fundamental 
Research in Mumbai with the help 
of famous industrialist J R D Tata. 
Bhabha devoted his life to working 
in the fi eld of atomic energy, and 
fi nding out how it could be used 
for peaceful purposes. The famous 
Bhabha Atomic Research Centre in 
Mumbai has been named after him. 

Dr Homi Jehangir 
Bhabha 

Born: October 30, 1909, 
in Mumbai

Died: January 24, 1966, 
in Mont Blanc (France)
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Revolutionary leader…freedom 
fi ghter…Subhas Chandra Bose, 
or Netaji, was one of the 
most popular fi gures of India‛s 
struggle for independence.

A brilliant student, Subhas 
Chandra Bose went to study at 
the University of Cambridge. 
However, after hearing about 
the killings of innocent people 
at Jallianwala Bagh in Amritsar, 
he decided to return to 
India, and joined the freedom 
struggle. Bose formed the 
Azad Hind Fauj, or the Indian 
National Army. He wanted the 
Indian youth to join the Fauj 
and bring British rule in India 
to an end.  

How and when Bose died is not 
known for certain. Some people 
believe that a plane crash in 
Taiwan caused his death, but 
his body was never found.

“Freedom is not given, it 

is taken.”

Subhas Chandra Bose  
(Netaji)

Born: January 23, 1897, 
in Cuttack (Orissa)

Died: August 18, 1945, 
(uncertain) in Taiwan (China)
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“The true laboratory is

 the mind.” 

Scientist…botanist…teacher…
author…Jagadish Chandra Bose was 
the fi rst to prove that plants, too, 
have feelings. 

J C Bose studied natural science 
at Christ‛s College, Cambridge. 
After returning to India, he joined 
Presidency College, Kolkata, as a 
physics professor. While teaching, 
he started his research on radio 
signals. He invented one of the 
earliest wireless detection devices. 

Equally interested in botany, 
J C Bose was also the inventor of 
the crescograph, a machine that 
measured growth in plants. Through 
experiments, he showed that plants 
grow faster if pleasant music 
is played. 

J C Bose popularized the use 
of experiments among Indian 
researchers. He founded the 
J C Bose Institute at Kolkata, 
which deals with research 
in science and technology.

Acharya Jagadish 
Chandra Bose  
Born: November 30, 
1858, in Munshiganj 

(Bangladesh)
Died: November 23, 1937, 

in Giridih (Jharkhand)
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