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Today, we can travel across the world in very short periods of 
time through fast-moving vehicles. It was not possible a few 
decades ago. But have you ever wondered how this became 
possible? The Story of Transport takes you on a journey, 
spanning the invention of wheel to modern-day marvels 

of speed. It also makes you aware that although vehicles 
have contributed to humankind‛s progress, their overuse is 
polluting the environment. Indeed, they are contributing to 
global warming and suffocating our planet. So get, set, go, 

and fi nd some fast, green ways for futuristic travel!
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From the Desk of Dr R K Pachauri

We live in a world where our concept of a good life is defi ned largely by the 
extent to which we have access to and use of a range of goods and services. 
We also see all around us a substantial expansion of the means by which 
transportation and communication make it possible for us to achieve mobility 
across space and gain access to information and knowledge in very short 
periods of time which were unimaginable several decades ago. We are living in 
a period of unprecedented change with major implications for the environment.
 A large range of human activities have resulted in damage and degradation 
of our ecosystems. The Working Group-I Report which forms part of the 
Fifth Assessment Report of the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change 
(IPCC), which was released in September 2013 has clearly stated “Human 
infl uence has been detected in warming of the atmosphere and the ocean, in 
changes in the global water cycle, in reductions in snow and ice, in global mean 
sea level rise, and in changes in some climate extremes. This evidence for 
human infl uence has grown since recent past. It is extremely likely that human 
infl uence has been the dominant cause of the observed warming since the 
mid-twentieth century”. The term extremely likely applies to a probability of over 
95 percent, which should provide compelling evidence to human society that 
we need to reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases in order to stabilize 
Earth’s climate. 
 In particular, the youth of the world who have their lives ahead of them need 
to take the lead in ensuring that fi rstly we create awareness on the scientifi c 
reality of climate change and secondly in mobilizing action to deal with this 
challenge. “The story of” series deals with subjects like food, paper, cloth, 
computers, home, and transport. Essentially we human beings have become 
addicted to consuming a range of products and then throwing them away for a 
variety of reasons, often not even dictated by the economic life of the product 
involved, but for other reasons which essentially constitute our current lifestyles 
and are part of the inertia in our systems which inhibit change and the adoption 
of new directions. The youth of the world are in a unique position to make use of 
existing knowledge and make contributions to the protection of our ecosystems 
throughout their future. They have to become agents of change by conquering 
the inertia in our minds and established systems.

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change

A journalist and children‛s author, Benita Sen has written several books – 
fi ction and non-fi ction – for children and young people. A couple of her stories 
have been included in English textbooks by a leading publisher. And some 
of her stories have earned recommendations internationally. Her fact book 
on Polar Creatures has been recommended by a university in North America 
as an excellent source for individual reading and research, and her story 
Yakity Yak was selected for the Fifth Nami Island International Children‛s 
Book Festival in Korea in 2010. Also, her stories fi nd a place in compilations 
of well-known organizations like Association of Writers and Illustrators 
and National Foundation for Communal Harmony.

SMART TIPS FOR GREEN TRAVEL

To reduce 
your wingprint

 Try and take a 
direct fl ight

 Travel light

 Take public transport 
to the airport 

 Reduce waste 

To reduce 
your roadprint

 Opt for public 
transport, carpool, 
cycle or simply walk

 Keep vehicle well 
maintained

To reduce 
your railprint

 Opt to travel by train. 
It is one of the best 
eco-friendly modes of 
transportation.

 Keep the surroundings 
clean

 Reduce waste
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How do you return home 
from school everyday? By 
school bus, your parents’ 
car, the metro, or on foot? 
For thousands of years, 
people did not have so many 
choices. When they had to 
cross land, they walked. 
If they had to cross water, 
they swam. If they were 
too young, too old, or ill, 
they were carried by others. 
Since that was not easy, 

WHAT IS TRANSPORT?
Want 

transport?

Hop on!

people began to depend on human-powered transport. Swimming, 
skating, cycling, rowing, and skiing are examples of such transport.

“Transport” means moving people, animals, and things from 
one place to another. The litter was the first humanmade human-
powered transport. It was a box in which someone sat, and was 
then carried by two or more people. In India it is called palki.

ON THE TROT
Did you know people can 
also travel using cables?

Even today, thousands 
of people across the 
world live in places 
where there are no 
roads, bridges, petrol 
pumps, or bus stands. 
So, they have no other 
choice but to walk. 

Yes please...
I missed my 

bus.
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Most of these people 
are from poor countries, 
but people from rich 
countries also walk. In 
fact, people of Singapore 
are among the fastest 
walkers in the world! 

Modern transport 
has made the world a 
smaller place. Your 
great-grandparents 
probably never left the 
city where they lived. 
Your grandparents 
may have 
travelled to 
different parts 

Most of these people 
are from poor countries, 
but people from rich 
countries also walk. In 
fact, people of Singapore 
are among the fastest 
walkers in the world! 

Modern transport 
has made the world a 
smaller place. Your 
great-grandparents 
probably never left the 
city where they lived. 
Your grandparents 

different parts 
of India by train. Your parents may have visited various 
parts of the world by aeroplane. And you may visit the 
Universe in a spacecraft one day!

In olden 
days, walking, 
cycling, and 
swimming 
were the most 
common 
ways to travel. 
Animals and 
humans were 
also used to 
run carts and 
lift carriages 
like the litter 
and palki.

In 2001, a Russian named Mikhail 
Shchennikov covered 5 km in 18 minutes 
and 7.08 seconds in racewalking, which 
means he crossed 15ft in every second!

Bullock cart

Swimming

Walking

Palki



6

GET GOING WITH ANIMALS! 
As people learnt to tame wild 
animals, they also trained 
them to work — to commute 
or till the land. Donkeys, 
horses, mules, yaks, llamas, 
bullocks, oxen, and camels 
began to be used to carry 
people or goods. Such 
animals are called draft 
animals, working animals, 
or beasts of burden. 

At first, people used to 
ride on animal back. To 
travel more comfortably, they 

Free ride 
with dinner! 

Help! 
Get me a 

boat! 

And a free 
drink! 

ON THE TROT
The word automobile means a vehicle 
that moves on its own, without being 

pulled by humans or animals.

designed seats. While the saddle on a horse was meant for one 
person, the howdah on an elephant could fit more people. Then 
came carriages like sledges pulled by two or more animals. 
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Animals are still used for transport. In Norway, you can ride a 
sled pulled by four or six dogs. In Asia, you can trek on an Asian 
elephant. In countries like India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh, you 
can ride a horse-driven carriage, called “tonga”. 

Today, the use of animal transport is decreasing. This is because 
animals are slower than cars, trucks, and other machines. People 
are also worried about the injuries animals suffer while working. 
For example, reins hurt their nostrils. They get blisters on their feet 
while walking on hot roads during summer. Sometimes, these poor 
creatures even get killed by speeding cars and other vehicles. 

The oldest known vehicle is Queen 
Puabi’s (around 2,500 BC) Sumerian 

sled. Pulled by oxen, it was used 
to plough fields.

DRAFT ANIMALS

Elephant Yak Camel Donkey



8

ON ROAD
A road is a humanmade way 
that connects places. A road 
inside a town or city is a street, 
while a road joining two or 
more cities is a highway. Most 
roads are highest at the centre, 
and slope down at the sides 
so that rainwater and melting 
snow can flow off. 

The first roads were formed 
when people chose a path that 
made their journey shorter. 
Called trail, these roads became 

ON THE TROT
Harmful gases released by cars, 

buses, trucks, and other vehicles are 
known as emissions. 

inside a town or city is a street, 

roads are highest at the centre, 

when people chose a path that 

Don’t cross 
the signal!

When on 
road, follow the 

traffic lights.

Why not? 

muddy, slippery, and more uneven when it rained. And during 
summers, they were dusty and bumpy. One way of making them 
smooth was covering (paving) them — first with stones, and later, 
with bricks and logs. The oldest paved roads were built in Egypt 
over 4,600 years ago. 
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