
Ancient civilizations are a rich source of 
environmental wisdom. This unique series explores 
the past and brings out the green lessons hidden in 
ancient life—rainwater harvesting; use of natural 

materials for building, pottery, art and craft; use of 
solar energy and wind; agriculture, food, and clothing. 

Join little Teri as she travels into the fascinating 
world of ancient civilizations.

 
Other titles in this series:

Ancient America 
Ancient China
Ancient Egypt 
Indus Valley 

Ancient Mesopotamia
Ancient Rome

This book is printed on recycled paper.
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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

Human civilization in its race towards progress has at times ignored 
its adverse effects on nature. With every passing century, man has 
intensified his quest for a tomorrow better than today, and issues like 
environment-friendly living, usage of clean energy and preventing 
the harmful effects of chemicals on nature are becoming increasingly 
important. Contrary to popular belief, these can be tackled without 
compromising on our comforts. All we need to do is turn a few pages 
of history and relearn lessons that civilizations from various parts of the 
world have left behind.

This series provides a unique and interesting perspective of history 
from the eyes of an environmentalist. It highlights the environmental 
wisdom of ancient people. These books bring alive ancient civilizations 
and their simple, earth-friendly lifestyles—building bright and airy 
houses from mud bricks, using the sun’s energy to heat homes, utilizing 
plants to make natural dyes, applying manure to grow crops, and many 
more such techniques.  

Exploring the fascinating civilizations of the ancient world and bringing 
forth little known ‘green lessons’ from the past, I hope these books will 
ensure that young readers put to use the knowledge of yesteryears to 
lay the foundation for a prosperous future. 

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Teri meets 
Zeus 

Greece lies in south-eastern 
Europe. It is home to one of 
the earliest civilizations, or 
human settlements, dating 
as far back as the Stone 
Age, when humans had 
started using stone tools. 
The best years, when most 
of the developments in art,  
architecture, and science took 
place, were from 2000 BC to 
146 BC. 

The ancient Greeks 
developed new ideas on cities, 
rulers, the arts, sports, and 
medicine. The earliest Greeks 
were called Minoans after 
their famous King Minos. 
The Myceneans, who were 
excellent soldiers, came 
next. Around 480 BC, the 
civilization had developed 
ideas on politics, philosophy, 
art, architecture, and science 
that infl uenced many other 
civilizations across Europe and 
even Asia. 

The ancient Greeks worshipped Nature. They were the first to study natural things like water.   

� The ancient Greek civilization, 
divided into small city states, also 
included parts of today‛s Turkey and 
Bulgaria, regions of Italy, France, 
and North Africa.

Teri was startled 
by the clap of 
thunder. She 
wondered why 
thunder was 
always heard 

after lightning. 
Just then, 

another streak of 
lightning fl ashed 
across the sky.

Teri felt herself 
being lifted. 

The bolt of 
lightning stopped 

at a towering pillar.

You have been chosen to
travel acrossancient greece.Zeus, king ofGods, will
explain all... 



6-7
Ancient Greeks believed we could understand the world around us by imitating Nature. Today, people are realizing 
the importance of living in harmony with Nature.TH

EN
 and NOW 
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SMART GREEN CIVILIZATIONS

The Greeks were curious about everything. They studied different subjects. We 
learn a lot about them from the writings of historians like Herodotus, Thucydides, 
and Xenophon. The Greeks also made buildings, temples, statues, and pottery. 
Some of them stand even today. The infl uence of ancient Greece can be seen far 
and wide—from Europe to North Africa and some parts of Asia as well.  
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The ancient Greeks lived in hundreds of city 
states like Athens, Sikyon, Olympia, Delphi, 
Sparta, Thebes, Argos, and Corinth. They 
respected Nature and tried to utilize natural 
and renewable sources of energy like the sun 
and wind. 

The Greeks planned their cities after 
studying the seasons. That is why 

entire cities faced the south. 
Socrates, the scholar, wrote, ‘In 
houses that look south, the sun 
enters the portico in winter.‛ 
This kept houses warm and saved 

burning wood, which was scarce. 

Ancient Greek plumbers used the force of water from aqueducts to build stone fountains, baths, and 
personal shower rooms with running water. 

Smart cities

� Greek cities were well planned, with homes and public buildings like temples, open air theatres, 
stadiums, and gymnasiums.

and renewable
and wind. 
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Welcome to Mount Olympus. 
I‛m Zeus, god of sky and thunder.... 

Light travels faster than sound, 
so you see lightning before you 

hear thunder. Now let me show you 
around Greece. I know that‛s your 

next assignment.
around Gre

ne

I wish I‛d brought 
my notebook!
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The designs did not allow sunlight to enter in summer, keeping the houses cool. 
Through the year, the houses were well lit. 

The Greeks also studied wind movements and placed doors and windows in such 
a way that houses were airy. The north of the house was sheltered to keep out 
cold winter winds. Windows had marble shutters that could control the amount of 
breeze and sunlight that entered the house. This kept the house cool in summer 
and sunny in winter. The shutters could be bolted at night for safety or during 
storms, to keep rainwater out. 

Most Greek buildings made good use of natural sunlight in their buildings. Today, some modern buildings use this 
technique, called passive solar design.TH

EN
 and NOW 

SMART GREEN CIVILIZATIONS

� Greek 
homes were 

made of wood, 
stone or mud bricks. 

Open courtyards allowed more 
light and air. They had thick walls 

to keep them cool in summer and 
warm in winter. Heliocaminus, or 
sun rooms, trapped the heat of 
the sun. 
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