
One type of living being disappears from the face 
of this earth every twenty minutes. Species that 
have survived millennia are dying out, and these 
may include many we haven’t even discovered 
yet! SOS: In Extreme Danger reveals the most 
critically endangered plants and animals in the 
world as well as places and cultures in danger 
due to climate change.

Answer the distress call. Act now to save 
the earth!
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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

It has been proven beyond doubt that the earth’s climate is warming. 
And, there is strong evidence, backed by science, which shows that 

the actions of human beings are responsible for this.

The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) is the world’s 
leading organization working on assessment of climate change. The 
Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC has projected changes in the 
climate and their impacts, which are already a source of concern in 
several parts of the world. If climate change is not checked, these will 
become far more serious in the future. 

This reality poses grave danger for the current generation and those 
to follow. They will bear the brunt of the impacts which are to take 
place. So children have an interest in seeing steps being taken that 
will stabilize the earth’s atmosphere and climate. Apart from that, they 
too can take action, which will influence adults to carry out measures 
to meet the growing challenge.

It is, therefore, important that children understand the influence of 
human actions on the earth’s climate and the measures that can be 
taken to control it. It is with this in view that the Save Planet Earth 
series is being published. It is hoped that children who read this will 
also take action within their schools and communities to implement 
steps that could mitigate climate change, help adapt to its impacts, 
and reduce the emissions of greenhouse gases.

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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Just drowned

As glaciers melt, more water fl ows into rivers and seas. 
And so, sea levels are rising. Rise in sea levels are 
threatening the future of Kiribati, a 
low-lying Pacifi c nation. Since 
the highest land in 
Kiribati is no more 
than 2 m above 
sea level, the 
government is 
contemplating 
relocating 
the people 
of Kiribati 
to man-
made 
islands 
that 
look like 
massive 
oil rigs. 

Many creatures, many problems, one source

Global warming is causing the ice in the Arctic and Antarctic regions to 
melt faster than ever. If this continues, the tip of the Arctic, the earth’s 
ice cap, might have no ice in summer by 2040! People like the Inuit are 
losing their livelihood. Even monuments like the Parthenon that have 
stood the test of time for hundreds of years, are now under threat from 
acid rain, caused by increasing greenhouse gases that 
human activities have unleashed into the atmosphere. 

There’s change in the air
The earth was never as warm as it is today. The 
warmest year between 1991–2000 was 1998. 
The period 2001–10 was 0.200C warmer than 
the decade 1991–2000. After 1998, the next nine 
warmest years all fall in the decade 2001–2010 
And the blame is on us. 



The average 
temperature today 

is about 0.90F 
warmer than it was 
in the 1880s. The 
earth's surface is 
currently warming 
at a rate of about 
2.90F per century.

Will we be on that list soon?  

IUCN, or the International Union for Conservation of Nature, was founded in 1948. 
World’s fi rst and largest global environmental network, it regularly releases the Red 
List on the status of animals and plants. It places its fi ndings under categories like: 

Nations like the Maldives 
and Bangaldesh are at 
risk of being completely 
submerged by the
rising sea!

Mercury rising 

Extinct (EX): When the last individual member of a particular species has died
Extinct in the wild (EW): Found only in captivity or in  cultivation
Critically endangered (CR): Facing extremely high risk of extinction 
in the wild
Endangered (EN): Facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild
Vulnerable (VU): Facing high risk of extinction in the wild
Near threatened (NT): Close to being a threatened category in 
the near future
Least concern (LC): Widespread and abundant
Data defi cient (DD): Inadequate information to make 
a true assessment of its risk of extinction
Not evaluated (NE): Not studied
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Human activity, 
especially since 
the Industrial 
Revolution, has 
harmed the 
environment 
and led to a 
global rise in 
temperature. 



Yo! That’s me!

The short-furred sun bear has a tiny, 
three-inch tail. It is about a metre and 

a half tall and 
weighs about 
30–70 kg. This 
nocturnal animal 
uses its large 
paws and sharp, 
curved claws 
to scramble 
up and down. 
Its feet turn 
inward, so 
the bear 
walks with 
a waddle. It 

has an extremely long 
tongue—the longest among all bears. 

Sun bear: will the sun set 
on him?
They say, when the sun rises, it kisses the 
smallest bear in the world on its chest. 
That is why the black-haired sun bear has 
a pale mark on its chest. The sun bear is a 
rare breed. It does not hibernate! 

Quite at home!

The sun bear lives in dense lowland 
forests of Borneo, the Malay Peninsula, 
Myanmar, Sumatra, China, Cambodia, 
Laos, and Thailand. Its diet includes 

fruits, berries, insects, smaller 
animals, and honey.

The talons of a sun bear can grow 
up to four inches and are useful in 
digging out honey and insects. 

Hungry sun bears that amble into 

plantations and villages are often 

killed or captured. 



Hey, that was my home!

The sun bear has recently been reclassifi ed as Vulnerable on 
the IUCN Red List.

The sun bear is up against many enemies. The two main 
threats to the sun bear are loss of habitat and poaching. 
Mother sun bears are killed to capture baby bears, which are 
sold as pets. As they grow up, these fi erce bears often attack 
their owners, so they are put down. 

Organs of the sun bear and its bile are used in traditional 
medicine in China, South Korea, Taiwan, and Japan. The 
Chinese now get about hundred times more bile from a living 
bear by making a slit in the stomach. But if the incision gets 
infected, the bear dies.

Countries like Cambodia 
make a soup out of the 

paws of sun bears. A bowl 
of paw soup can cost more 

than Rs 63,000!

In a soup!

The bear’s cake and ours?

Bears are losing their habitat to coffee, banana, and palm 
plantations. Fortunately, the Smithsonian Migratory Bird 

Centre has come up 
with a solution. It 
encourages farmers 
to plant shade-loving coffee for which trees 
do not have to be cut. The sun bear is 
protected under national wildlife protection 
laws, but little enforcement of these laws 
takes place. If more bile is made artifi cially, 
the bear will not be killed for it. The sun 
bear is also part of an international 
captive breeding programme.

The sun bear loves honey, which is why 
it is also called ‘honey bear’. 

The organs of the sun 
bear are used to make 
traditional medicine.
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Coelacanth: older than 
the dino!
The coelacanth (pronounced, seelakanth) is a mysterious fish. It 
gets its name because of its hollow, pipe-like spine. (Coelacanth, 
in Greek, means ‘hollow spine’!) This fish has been around longer 
than the dinosaur, and scientists thought that it was extinct. 

A strange fi sh

An adult coelacanth weighs 
up to 90 kilograms and can 
be two metres long. The 
coelacanth is an elusive 
deep-sea creature that 
lives in depths up to 2,300 
feet below the sea. This is 
the reason why fi shermen 
could not catch it. Another 
reason for earlier scientists 
not spotting it could be 
that the coelacanth is a 
nocturnal fi sh!

Victim of science

In 1938, Dr JLB Smith, a renowned 
ichthyologist (a fi sh expert), received a 
sketch of a strange fi sh from Marjorie 
Courteney Latimer, curator of a museum 
in South Africa. The fi sh had been caught 
alive on December 22 in River Chalumna 
in South Africa. Smith recognized the 
coelacanth and announced a 100 pound 
reward for the next one. The second catch 
occurred 14 years later in December 1952. 

Though the fi sh is not caught for food, 
today it gets caught in deep-fi shing nets 
and dies in the struggle to free itself. Due 
to their slow reproductive rate and small 
number of offsprings, scientists believe 
this fi sh might soon become extinct.

The coelacanth got its scientifi c name 
Latimeria chalumnae after Marjorie 
Courteney Latimer, the then Director 
of the East London Museum. 

Since the introduction of deep-sea fi shing, many 
coelacanths get caught in fi shing nets. 
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