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Beautiful butterflies
Butterflies make for a very pretty sight—bright and 
colourful! Like most insects, they have six legs, and 
their body can be divided into three parts—head, 
thorax, and abdomen. 
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The butterfly has 
four wings—two larger 
forewings and two smaller 
hindwings. If  you look 
closely, you will notice that 
the wings are covered with 
tiny coloured scales. It is 
these scales that make the 
butterfly so colourful.

Take Care
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  L
et’s find out More...

Instead of a mouth, 
a butterfl y has a 

long, slender tube-
like structure called 

proboscis. The proboscis 
is used to suck nectar and 

pollen from fl owers.

Butterfl ies can fl y at a speed of up 
to fi fty kilometres per hour.

LIFE CYCLE OF A BUTTERFLY

Butterfl ies help in 
pollination. Without 

pollination, most plants 
would not produce 
fl owers, fruits, and 

seeds. That‛s why, we 
must take care 
of butterfl ies.

Proboscis



Magical makeover
The butterfly starts its life as a tiny egg, and it goes 
through a slow and magical process of  changing into 
a butterfly. This change from a tiny 

egg into an adult  butterfly is 
called ‘metamorphosis’. 
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  L
et’s find out More...

The female Queen 
Alexandra butterfl y, 
with a wingspan of 

over twenty-six 
centimetres, is the 
largest butterfl y in 

the world.



When a mother butterfly 
is ready to lay her eggs, she 
chooses a leaf  on which 
her eggs will be safe. Tiny 
eggs are then laid on this 
leaf. About five days later, 
small worm-like creatures 
called caterpillars hatch 
from these eggs.

Take Care
Insecticides or 

pesticides sprayed 
on plants can harm 
the butterfl y eggs 

laid on them.
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Craving caterpillar 
Butterfly eggs are mostly laid on the underside of  a 
leaf. This protects them from rain, harsh sunlight, and 
animals. The mother butterfly also chooses a leaf  that 
its caterpillar would like to eat! 
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Many caterpillars 
fi rst eat their 
egg shell, and 
then feast on the 
leaves.

Some caterpillars 
have big eye patterns  
that make them look 

dangerous, while 
others emit a very 
bad smell to keep 

enemies away.

  L
et’s find out More...



Take Care
A Monarch butterfl y 
caterpillar is poisonous 

because it eats the 
leaves of the milkweed 

plant. Birds that eat this 
caterpillar get 
sick, and thus

learn to avoid
these caterpillars.
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A caterpillar loves to eat, 
and it does so all day long!  
Sharp cutters on its jaws 
make chopping and eating 
leaves easier.

As the caterpillar eats, it 
grows really fast. Eventually 
its skin becomes so tight  
that it bursts. But luckily, 
it has a brand new skin 
underneath. This process 
is called moulting. It takes 
place four or five times 
before the caterpillar turns 
into a pupa, or chrysalis. 

LIFE CYCLE OF A BUTTERFLY



From the time of hatching till it 
becomes a pupa, a caterpillar grows 
more than thirty thousand times. 

Charismatic chrysalis
Once the fully grown caterpillar is ready to turn into a 
pupa, it suddenly stops eating and crawls to a safe place 
like a branch of  a tree or the underside of  a thick leaf. 
Here, it prepares for a magical trick. 

The caterpillar uses its mouth to make a blob of  glue 
and sticks it under a leaf  or branch. It then attaches the 
end of  its tail to it and hangs upside down, wriggling for 
hours to shed its skin. 

Take Care
Never touch a chrysalis, as it 
is very delicate. Its shell can 
break easily, putting an end to 
the cycle of transformation.
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