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Gentle giants

Meet the 
giant of  
the animal 
kingdom—
the elephant! 
Its wrinkled 
skin, and 
tiny but wise 
eyes make it 
look like an 
old man. In 
reality, however,  
the elephant is 
a very strong 
animal, capable 
of  uprooting huge 
trees and lifting 
big boulders with 
complete ease!  

Elephants are 
also the largest land 

animals, and despite 
their bulky structure they 

can walk long distances.  
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An elephant has very strong 
and sturdy legs and can walk both 
forward and backward. It can swim in deep 
water, and even stand on its hind legs. Its four legs 
look like huge pillars, and its long trunk resembles a fat 
snake. Elephant ears are so large that they look like fans. 
These are used to stir up a slight breeze on a hot day. 
Now that’s really smart, isn’t it? 

Take Care
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Just as a human baby 
gradually learns to use 
its limbs for various 

activities, an elephant 
baby also learns to use 

its trunk!

Humans are the 
biggest threat to the 

elephant. By killing 
elephants for their 
tusks and cutting 

down forests, they 
are causing 

a decrease in 
elephant numbers.

LIFE CYCLE OF AN  ELEPHANT

The Sumatran elephant is the 
smallest of all elephants. It is 
light grey in colour, with pink 
spots only on the ears. 

  L
et’s find out More...



Elephants 
are sensitive 
creatures. 
If a baby 
complains, 
the entire 
family will go 
over to touch, 
and caress it, 
and make it 
feel loved.

Baby blues
The elephant baby is born after spending about twenty-
two months in the mother’s womb. The time spent 
in the mother’s womb is called gestation. 
Elephants have the longest gestation 
period among mammals.
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A mother elephant 
usually gives birth to a 
single baby called a calf. It 
is about three feet tall 
and weighs a little more 
than a hundred kilograms 
at birth. It drinks its 
mother’s milk to grow big 
and strong.
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A large 
number of 
elephants 

live in forest 
reserves. 
However, 

many of these 
reserves are 
too small for 
these large 

animals. 

Take Care

  L

et’s find out More...A baby 
elephant can  
drink up to 

eleven litres of 
milk in a day!



Take Care

Mama mia!
An elephant mother loves her calf  just as much as your 
mother loves you. Before giving birth, she carries her 
baby for twenty-two months. After the calf  is born, the 
mother feeds it for four years. She also protects and 
watches over it for another twelve years. 
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Like humans, elephants are very 
attached to their young ones.  

Keeping an elephant 
calf in captivity is very 

painful  not just for 
the calf, but for the 

entire herd. 
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Several years of  love and care result in a very strong 
mother-child bond. Apart from the mother, other 
females in the group also care for the calf, but only the 
mother feeds it. When a calf  is born, the other females 

gather around to welcome the newborn. Within 
minutes of  the birth, the mother and 

other females help the newborn to 
rise to its feet. They trumpet, 

rumble, and scream, almost 
like announcing the new 
arrival to the world!

LIFE CYCLE OF AN  ELEPHANT

  L
et’s find out More...

Baby elephants have 
milk tusks, just like you 
have milk teeth. They 
fall off after about a 
year and a half, and 
the permanent teeth 

begin to grow. 



A matriarch will do anything 
to defend her family. If she 
feels there is danger, she 
can charge and even kill 
the enemy.

Herd huddle 
Most elephants live in groups called herds, either in the 
grasslands of  Africa or in the forests of  Asia.  A herd 
normally consists of  about ten females and their babies.  
The matriarch, or the head of  the herd, is the oldest, and 
the largest female. She is also directly related to all the 
females in the herd. 
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  L
et’s

 find out More...Elephant babies 
grow in a herd of 
females. All male 

elephants leave the 
herd when they are 

twelve years old!
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