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The bilby is a cute, rat-like marsupial, which eats many 
different things like insects, plants, and fungus. The moisture 

from plants is enough for it, and it never has to drink water! 

Do you know that the olm salamander can go without eating for 
ten years! And that the cuttlefish, which changes its colour to 
blend in with its surroundings, is colour blind! This book is full 
of amazing facts on earth’s wonderful creatures, many of them 
endangered. Learn more about them so that you can protect 
them. Discover how you can be a good citizen of the earth! 
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A note from Dr R K Pachauri

Human society has reached a stage of prosperity, which was not 
expected several decades ago. Yet, a large number of people live 

in poverty and are barely able to keep alive. It appears that they have 
not been touched by human progress at all. At the same time, what 
we regard as progress has resulted in damage and destruction of 
our natural resources and caused serious problems such as human-
induced climate change, which threaten all forms of life in different 
parts of the world in the form of sea-level rise, heatwaves, floods, 
droughts, and melting of glaciers. 

All of this provides a strong reason for us to re-examine what we 
have mistakenly believed as human progress and change the way we 
have been pursuing human activities. For instance, we must now use 
renewable sources of energy and eco-friendly methods of production 
and consumption, make efficient use of water in every activity, and 
protect biodiversity. 

It is in the hands of the children to try to change their own lives 
towards greater protection of the environment and all our natural 
resources. They can also take active part in changing the thinking 
of adults. Children can take the lead in organizing actions, which 
support conservation of resources, recycling of waste water, and 
greater use of renewable sources of energy, at the community level. 

This series of children’s books is aimed at providing children with 
knowledge on what needs to be done in all these areas. I hope 
those who read these books will not only enjoy them greatly but are 
inspired to implement actions that are described in these pages, 
so that we create a beautiful, peaceful, and healthy future for the  
human race. 

R K Pachauri
Director-General, TERI
Chairman, Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change
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1 Frozen with   
    time
The wood frog is the 
most widely distributed 
amphibian in North 
America. The wood 

frog can freeze its tissues 
during winter to survive the 

cold. It can freeze its heart 
and stop breathing. When 

warm weather returns, its heart 
starts beating again and the frog 
starts breathing once more! 

2 Dig with your head

The Cooper’s black caecilian has a small, limbless, and flattened body, but its 
eyes are distinct. It is often mistaken for an earthworm! The caecilian has a bony 
skull, which helps it build burrows. It has two tentacles, which help it find its way or 
sense danger. Its strong sense of smell helps it hunt by picking up the smell of the 
chemicals of its prey.



3 Killed for a cure

The Chinese giant salamander is the largest 
living amphibian reaching a length of up to 

1.8 metres! It lives in cold water either in the fast 
flowing streams or in mountain lakes. It generally 
feeds on fish and crustaceans. The Chinese giant 
salamander is used in making Chinese medicine, 
and is critically endangered today.

4 Rain, rain come again

The purple frog has short limbs and has 
webbed legs. It has a wart on its hind 
legs, which helps it dig burrows. The frog 
spends most of the year underground 
and come out only in the monsoons to 
mate. It lives only in Kerala, India, and 
was discovered in 2003. 

5 Strings attached

The Mallorcan midwife toad is 
known as the living fossil be-
cause until 1977 humans had 
only seen its fossil. This toad is 
very small with a flattened body, 
so it makes it easy for it to hide 
in crevices. It is the male mid-
wife toad, which carries the eggs 
till they are hatched, tied with a 
string on its legs! 
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6 Make some  
 noise

The natterjack toad is 
known as the noisiest 
amphibian in Europe. 
The call of the male 
toad can be heard 
up to two kilometres 
away. The toad has a 
distinguishable yellow 
line on its back and has 
shorter legs as compared to 
common toads. The short 
legs make it difficult for it to 
hop. So it just runs or swims 
in shallow pools. 7 As old as young

The Mexican axolotl, unlike other 
salamanders, always lives in water. Even 
when it grows up, it retains some of the 
physical features, such as its tadpole-like fin 
and feathery external gills, that it had as a 
larva. The Mexican axolotl can also grow 
back its limbs and tail if they are cut off. 
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9 I am not well

The Myer’s Surinam toad looks 
unwell even when it is healthy 
because it carries its eggs on its 
back till they turn into tadpoles. 
Unlike other frogs, it stands 
with its legs splayed outwards. It 
does not have a tongue, but it 
catches its prey with the special 
lobes in its hands. 
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8 Padded up

The Kihansi spray toad does not lay 
eggs like other toads but instead just 
produces tiny young toads. It lives near 
the waterfalls in the Kihansi Gorge of 
Tanzania. Since the rocks there are 
slippery due to the constant spray 
of water from the waterfall, the 
toad has friction pads on its 
palms, which help it to climb.

10 Smell the   
 danger

The Luristan newt gives out 
a bitter smell to keep its 
predators away. It is very 
colourful and attractive, but 
these colours are a warning 
for other animals to keep 
away because it is poisonous.



12 A decade without food

The olm salamander can go without eating for ten years! It eats more than it 
needs and stores it in its liver for future use. It also has the strongest sense of 
smell among amphibians. 

11 Inside out

The Texas blind salamander is white and translucent, and all its inner organs 
can be seen through its skin. It lives in underground water caves, where it is 
too dark. So, though the salamander has eyes, it has not developed sight. To 
catch prey, it just moves its head side to side and senses its prey by the waves it 
creates in water.On
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