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Introduction 

Uttarakhand Public Service Commission conducted the Uttarakhand PCS Prelims Exam 2012 on 
30 November 2014. Present e-book provides the exhaustive and comprehensive explanation to 
each question asked in Uttrakhand PCS Prelims Exam 2012 General Studies Paper I. 

Indian Polity Questions had a substantial portion in General Studies Paper I of Uttrakhand PCS 
Prelims Exam 2012. Around twenty two questions were asked from this section. This was just in 
line with the trend as candidates did expect such as good number of questions from this 
section. Questions were based on current issues and were relatively simple. Candidates did not 
find it difficult to answer these questions.  

Further, Geography and Environment related questions were given huge importance. 
Approximately twenty four questions were from this section as expected by the candidates. 
Equal importance was also paid on the Sciece and technology and Computer Questions. Around 
sixteen questions were asked for these two sections.  

Directly and indirectly, thirty questions appeared from Current Affair Section of Jagranjosh.com 
in Uttrakhand PCS Prelims Exam 2012. These questions were related to the Economy, 
Environment, Science and Technology, Polity and other events of National and International 
Importance. Pattern of Current Affairs Questions being asked was simple. Around fourteen 
questions were related to the Economy Section which was of medium difficulty level. 

Jagran Josh not only covers the current events but also provide lucid description about 
historical background and there ramifications.  

All the Best!  

 

Copyright ©Jagranjosh.com All rights reserved. No part or the whole of this eBook may be 
copied, reproduced, stored in retrieval system or transmitted and/or cited anywhere in any 
form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or otherwise), without 
the written permission of the copyright owner. If any misconduct comes in knowledge or 
brought in notice, strict action will be taken.  

Disclaimer: Readers are requested to verify/cross-check up to their satisfaction themselves 
about the advertisements, advertorials, and external contents. If any miss-happening, ill result, 
mass depletion or any similar incident occurs due to any information cited or referenced in this 
e-book, Editor, Director/s, employees of Jagranjosh.com can’t be held liable/responsible in any 
matter whatsoever. No responsibilities lie as well in case of the advertisements, advertorials, 
and external contents. 
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Uttarakhand PCS Prelims Exam 2012: GENERAL STUDIES 
Paper I: Solution with Explanation 

1.   The earliest reference of ‘Magnetic Compass’ is found in 

(a) Miftahul Fuzala      

(b) Chachnama 

(c) Ranazatu’s Safar   

(d) Jawamiul Hikayat 

Answer. d 

Explanation - Earliest reference of magnetic compass is found in Sadiduddin Muhammad Aufi’s 
second magnum JAWAMI UL-HIKAYAT. He lived during the reign of Iltumish who was the 
Turkish sultan of the sultanate of Delhi. With the coming of Portuguese Spanish Dutch and the 
English the development of compass came to India. 

2.  After the downfall of the Delhi Sultanate, who was the first ruler to issue the gold coin? 

(a) Akbar                    

(b) Humayun 

 (c) Shahjahan    

(d) Sher Shah 

Answer. a  

Explanation - After the end of the Sultan of Delhi, the Mughals Administration brought about 
uniformity and (consolidation of the system of coinage throughout the country. During Delhi 
sultanate period along with silver coin Rupiya) gold coins (Mohr) were also issued. But later 
Mughals coinage had originality and innovative skills in it. 

3. Match the following monuments with their concerned ruler and select the correct code given 
below: 

A. Double dome          i. Sher Shah 

B. Octagonal tomb      ii. Muhammad Adil Shah 

C. True arch tomb       iii. Balban 
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D. Gol Gumbad           iv. Sikandar Lodi 

Codes: 

      A       B        C       D 

(a) iv      iii         i        ii 

(b) iv       i         iii       ii 

(c) i         iii        iv      ii 

(d) ii        iii        i       iv 

Answer. b 

Explanation - Sikandar Lodi controlled Ganga valley to western Bengal. Most important 
structural feature of the tomb is the double dome, which was borrowed from Iran.    

The tomb of Sher Shah Suri which is in sasaram town of Bihar was built according to Indo 
Islamic style in octagonal shape. 

First true arch made its appearance in India during the period of Balban and also during his 
period true dome was made. Balban was 9th sultan of Mamluk dynasty of Delhi.              

Gol Gumbaz which is a type of Persian architecture is mausoleum of Adil shah who was sultan 
of Bijapur. Its structure is of said as structural triump of Deccan architecture. 

4. Which monument is not at Fatehpur Sikri? 

(a) Golden Palace           

(b) Panch Mahal 

(c) Jodha Bai Palace      

(d) Akbari Mahal 

Answer.d 

Explanation - Most of the monuments at Fatehpur sikri is the contribution of Akbar. It is also 
the most preserved collections of Indian mughal architecture. It has Buland Darwaza, Jama 
Masjid, Salim Chishti Tomb, Ibadat khana (house of worship) , Panch Mahal, Birbal’s House, 
Golden Palace, Jodha Bai Palace etc. but Akbari Mahal is in Agra Fort is an important 
monument in Agra. 
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5.  Which one of the following Ashrams related to Mahatma Gandhi, is the oldest? 

(a) Sabarmati        

(b) Phoenix 

(c) Wardha              

(d) Sadaqat 

Answer. b 

Explanation - Phoenix Ashram at Durban in South Africa is the first ashram of Gandhiji. It was 
built way back in 1904. Today the same museum is named “Sarvodaya” which represents 
Gandhi’s role played by him in promoting justice, peace and equality to the people of South 
Africa. 

6.  The first Chief Justice of Supreme Court established by the East India Company was: 

(a) Elijah Impey         

(b) Courtney Ilbert 

(c) Phillip Francis      

(d) None of the above 

Answer. a  

Explanation - Regulating Act of 1773 empowered the crown to establish a Supreme Court of 
Judicature consisting of a Chief Justice and three puisine judges for which Sir Elijah Impey was 
the First Chief Justice. 

7.  Who was the author of ‘Neel-Darpan’? 

(a) Ishwar Chandra Vidyasagar     

(b) Bankim Chandra Chatterji 

(c) Nabagopal Mitra                        

(d) Dinabandhu Mitra 

Answer. d 

Explanation - Nil Darpan is a Bengali play written by Dinabandhu Mitra during Indigo Revolt in 
Bengal. It was during that time when farmers refused to sow indigo in their fields as it was an 
exploitative farming practice of British. 
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8.  Azimullah Khan was an advisor to 

(a) Nana Saheb              

(b) Tantya Tope 

(c) Rani Laxmi Bai          

(d) Kunwar Singh 

Answer. a  

Explanation - He was Dewan, appointed as secretary and later Prime Minister to Nana Sahib. 
He also led the troops of Nana Sahib in 1857 revolt 

9.   Who established ‘Satya Sodhak Samaj’? 

(a) B.R. Ambedkar      

(b) Santram 

(c) Jotiba Phule           

(d) Bhaskar Rao Jadhav 

Answer. c  

Explanation - Satyashodak Samaj is an religious association set up Jyotibha Phule with a main 
aim to liberate untouchables and religious lower classes from the exploitation and oppression. 
It is also called Society of Seekers of Truth. 

10. Muzaffar Ahmad, S.A. Dange, Shaukat Usmani and Nalini Gupta were jailed for which 
conspiracy? 

(a) Kakori train heist                

(b) Chittagong Armoury raid 

(c) Meerut conspiracy case   

(d) Kanpur Bolshevik conspiracy case 

Answer.d 

 Explanation - This case brought to the light the introduction of communism to the people of 
India. The newly emerged communists were arrested as it was said that “the communists were 
seeking to deprive the king Emperor of his sovereignty of British India, by complete separation 
of India from imperialistic Britain by a violent revolution”. 
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11. The longest glacier in Uttarakhand is 

(a) Pindari Glacier   

(b) Chorabari Glacier 

 (c) Yamunotri Glacier     

(d) Gangotri Glacier 

Answer.d   

Explanation - Gangotri Glacier which is located in Uttarakhand bordering China is considered as 
longest glacier of Uttarakhand. It is the major source to Ganges. It is also origin to Hindu pilgrim 
town on the banks of the River Bhagirathi. 

12.  According to 2011 Census, which of the following districts of Uttarakhand had negative 
population growth-rate? 

(a) Pithoragarh           

(b) Almora 

(c) Rudraprayag          

(d) Uttarkashi 

Answer. b 

Explanation - According to Planning Commission and 2011 census the population of the 
districts of Almora and Garhwal showed negative growth by -1.73 and -1.51 respectively. This is 
because of migration of people from the hills. 

13.  Which are called ‘Duns’ in Uttarakhand? 

(a) Structural valleys      

(b) River valleys 

(c) Alpine grasslands      

(d) Narrow valleys 

Answer.a  

Explanation - Flat floored structural depressions found in Uttarakhand are called Duns. Hence 
Uttarakhand is also called Doon valley.  
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14.  In which of the following rivers’ confluence is Gobindghat located? 

(a) Alaknanda and Bhagirathi 

(b) Alaknanda and Khirongad 

(c) Alaknanda and Laxman Ganga (Bhyundar Gad) 

(d) Alaknanda and Dhauli Ganga 

Answer. c  

Explanation - Govindghat is located in Chamoli district of Uttarakhand. It is located on the 
confluence of Alaknanda and Lakshman Ganga. It is also the starting point to valley of flowers 

15.  Which of the following is a biosphere reserve in Uttarakhand? 

(a) Gobind  

(b) Corbett 

(c) Rajaji         

(d) Nanda Devi 

Answer.d  

Explation - Biosphere Reserve is an ecosystem with plants and animals recognized by UNESCO 
to protect them. According to Man and Biosphere programme of UNESCO there are 18 
Biosphere Reserves. Of which Corbett is National Park in Uttarakhand. Gobind is a wetland 
reserve located in Chhattisgarh. Rajaji National Park located near foothills of Shivaliks of 
Himalayas in Uttarakhand.  Nanda Devi is the biosphere reserve in Uttarakhand and also world 
heritage site by UNESCO 

16.  Which one is the most extensive part of the oceanic floor? 

(a) Ocean Deeps                 

(b) Continental Slope 

(c) Continental Shelves   

(d) Deep Sea Plains 

Answer. d 
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Explanation - Deep sea plains are the extensive plains of ocean floor which lie between the 
continental margins and mid oceanic ridges. These are the areas where the continental 
sediments move beyond the margins and get deposited. 

17.  Grenada is located in 

(a) Pacific Ocean           

(b) Indian Ocean 

(c) Caribbean Sea         

(d) Mediterranean Sea 

Answer. c 

Explanation - Grenada is an island consisting of 6 smaller islands in Caribbean Sea. 

18.  A telegram was sent from Greenwich at 12.00 Noon. The time for transmission was 12 
minutes. It reached a town at 6.00 p.m. The longitude of the town will be 

  

Answer. b 

Explanation - We know earth makes one revolution of 360 degree in one day or 24 hr, it passes 
through 15 degree in one hour or 1 degree in 4 min. also earth rotates from west to east. 
Moving 15 degree east-wards local time gets advanced by 1 hr. Hence from Greenwich at 12 
noon to 6 pm it covers 90 degree also it is given that transition time is 12 min therefore -4 
degree. Hence the town will be at longitude 87 degree east. 

19.   Which one of the following is not a member of ‘BRICS’? 

(a) India                   

(b) China 

(c) Saudi Arabia   

(d) Brazil 
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Answer. c  

Explanation - BRICS is a group of emerging national economies i.e. Brazil, Russia, India, China 
and South Africa. Hence Saudi Arabia is not in the group. 

20.  Which one of the following is not associated to the ‘group’? 

(a) Gneiss                

(b) Sandstone 

(c) Limestone         

(d) Shale 

Answer. a 

Explanation - Sandstone, limestone, shale are mechanically formed but gneiss are organically 
formed. 

21.  The state having highest literacy rate as per 2011 Census is 

(a) Uttar Pradesh    

(b) Manipur 

(c) Rajasthan            

(d) Mizoram 

Answer. d  

Explanation - Literacy Rates of the states are as follows- Uttar Pradesh (69.72), Manipur 
(79.85), Rajasthan (67.06), and Mizoram (91.58). Hence Mizoram has highest literacy among 
the given states. 

22.   Which of the following is not properly matched? 

Biosphere Reserves           State 

(a) Similipal               –       Odisha 

(b) Nokrek                  –      Meghalaya 

(c) Agasthyamalai      –      Kerala 

(d) Kanchenjunga       –      Himachal Pradesh 
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