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The Current Affairs March 2016 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of March. 

Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including IAS|PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA. 

The lack of preparation for current affairs by the aspirants and candidates often is a main cause of their 

failure. Even though the candidates know it but they are often confused about how to prepare the current 

affairs section of the different competitive exams. It is to clear such doubts and confusion, Jagranjosh.com 

has come up with eBook concept. Although current affairs section per se is very wide to be covered, yet we 

have tried to cover all the possible current affairs for the month of March 2016.

The Current Affairs March 2016eBook is divided into different section keeping in mind the need of various 

exams. The sections covered namely are International, National, Economy, Ecology and Environment, 

Science & Technology, Corporate, Sports, States, and News Capsule. Every news item in each section is 

arranged date wise with the most recent news being covered first and so on. Although there might be some 

deviations but that is solely to give priority to the most important current affairs in each section. 

Presentation of the given current affairs has been planned meticulously. It has been planned in such a 

way that it remains in the minds of readers for a longer duration. Wherever necessary each news item is 

presented along with a background and analysis so as to help candidates contemplate all the important 

current events at the time of exam in an effective way.

Copyright ©Jagranjosh.com

All rights reserved. No part or the whole of this eBook may be copied, reproduced, stored in retrieval system or 
transmitted and/or cited anywhere in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise), without the written permission of the copyright owner. If any misconduct comes in knowledge or brought 
in notice, strict action will be taken.

Disclaimer

Readers are requested to verify/cross-check up to their satisfaction themselves about the advertisements, advertorials, 
and external contents. If any miss-happening, ill result, mass depletion or any similar incident occurs due to any 
information cited or referenced in this e-book, Editor, Director/s, employees of Jagranjosh.com can’t be held liable/
responsible in any matter whatsoever. No responsibilities lie as well in case of the advertisements, advertorials, and 
external contents. 
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Tata Steel announced plans to explore options to restructure its UK busi-

ness 31

Union Government unveiled Defence Procurement Procedure 2016 33
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Aadhaar Act, 2016

Union Government in March 2016 notified Aadhar Act 2016. The Lok Sabha on 11 

March 2016 passed the Aadhaar (Targeted Delivery of Financial and Other Subsidies, 

Benefits and Services) Bill, 2016.

The bill seeks to provide for targeted delivery of subsidies and services to individuals 

residing in India by assigning them unique identity numbers, called Aadhaar numbers.

Features of the Aadhaar Bill, 2016

• Eligibility: Every resident shall be entitled to obtain an Aadhaar number.  A resident 

is a person who has resided in India for 182 days, in the one year preceding the 

date of application for enrolment for Aadhaar.

• Information to be submitted: To obtain an Aadhaar number, an individual has to 

submit his (a) biometric (photograph, finger print, iris scan) and (b) demographic 

(name, date of birth, address) information.  The Unique Identification Authority 

(UID) may specify other biometric and demographic information to be collected 

by regulations.

• Enrolment: At the time of enrolment, the individual will be informed of the manner 

in which the information will be used, the nature of recipients with whom the 

information will be shared and the right to access this information.

After verification of information provided by a person, an Aadhaar number will be 

issued to him.

• Usage of Aadhaar number: To verify the identity of a person receiving a subsidy 

or a service, the government may require them to have an Aadhaar number.  If a 

person does not have an Aadhaar number, government will require them to apply 

for it, and in the meanwhile, provide an alternative means of identification.

Any public or private entity can accept the Aadhaar number as a proof of identity of 

the Aadhaar number holder, for any purpose. However, Aadhaar number cannot be a 
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proof of citizenship or domicile.

Functions and composition of authority: The following are the key functions 
of the UID authority -

1)  Specifying demographic and biometric information to be collected during enrolment

2)  Assigning Aadhaar numbers to individuals

3)  Authenticating Aadhaar numbers

4)  Specifying the usage of Aadhaar numbers for delivery of subsidies and services.

• UID Authority composition: The UID authority will consist of a chairperson, two 

part-time members and a CEO.  The chairperson and members are required to 

have experience of at least 10 years in matters such as technology, governance, 

etc.

• Authentication: The UID authority will authenticate the Aadhar number of an 

individual, if an entity makes such a request.  A requesting entity (an agency 

or person that wants to authenticate information of a person) has to obtain the 

consent of an individual before collecting his information.  The agency can use 

the disclosed information only for purposes for which the individual has given 

consent.

• Response to authentication query: The UID authority shall respond to an 

authentication query with a positive, negative or other appropriate response.  

However, it is not permitted to share an individual’s finger print, iris scan and other 

biological attributes.

• Maintenance of Authentication records: The UID authority shall record the entity 

requesting verification of a person’s identity, the time of request and the response 

received by the entity.  The purpose for which an individual’s identity needs to be 

verified will not be maintained.

• Privacy: Biometric information such as an individual’s finger print, iris scan and other 

biological attributes will be used only for Aadhaar enrolment and authentication 
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and for no other purpose.  Such information will not be shared with anyone, nor 

will it be displayed publicly, except for purposes specified by regulations.

However, in two instances, information may be revealed – In the interest of national 

security and on the order of court.

1. National security: In the interest of national security, a Joint Secretary in the 

Union Government may issue a direction for revealing Aadhaar number, biometric 

information, demographic information and photograph. Such a decision will be 

reviewed by an Oversight Committee (comprising Cabinet Secretary, Secretaries 

of Legal Affairs and Electronics and Information Technology) and will be valid for 

six months.

2. Court order: On the order of a court an individual’s Aadhaar number, photograph 

and demographic information may be revealed.

• Offences and penalties: A person may be punished with imprisonment up to 3 years 

and minimum fine of 10 lakh rupees for unauthorized access to the centralized 

data-base, including revealing any information stored in it.

If a requesting entity and an enrolling agency fail to comply with rules, they shall be 

punished with imprisonment up to one year or a fine up to 10000 rupees or one lakh 

rupees, in case of a company, or with both.

• Cognizance of offence: No court shall take cognizance of any offence except on a 

complaint made by the UID authority or a person authorised by it.

Right to Privacy: A re-look?

In the second week of October 2015, a five-member Constitution Bench of the 

Supreme Court (SC) was formed under the Article 145 (3) of the Constitution to 

debate and decide upon two important questions-

1. Whether there is any “right to privacy” guaranteed under our Constitution?

2. If such a right exists, what is the source and what are the contours of such a right 

as there is no express provision in the Constitution delineating it?
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Why the issue came into limelight now?

The court decided to take up the matter while hearing the Justice K S Puttaswamy 

(Retd.) & Vs Union of India & Others case that dealt with Aadhaar Card Scheme. Under 

this case, it was contended that making the Aadhaar enrolment as a precondition to 

avail social security benefits is unconstitutional as it encroaches upon citizens right 

to privacy.

As per the petitioners, Aadhaar enrolment requires submission of demographic and 

bio metric information and thus, it violates individuals to right to privacy.

Contradictions with respect to Right to Privacy

The Supreme Court took up the matter as it came to its observation that there is an 

apparent unresolved contradiction in the law as declared by this Court in relation to 

the Right to Privacy.

While a nine-member judge bench of the Supreme Court led by the then Chief Justice 

MC Mahajan in 1954 held that Right to Privacy is not recognised by the Constitution 

makers as a fundamental right, and so there is no need to strain to make it one.

This judgment was delivered in the MP Sharma Vs Satish Chandra case which was 

further reinforced in the Kharak Singh Vs State of U.P. case in 1963

However, in later judgments, the SC pronounced that the Right to Privacy is a 

fundamental right as enshrined in the Constitution.

The most important of such cases are R Rajagopal Vs State of Tamil Nadu (1994) 

that is popularly known as Auto Shanker’s case and People’s Union for Civil Liberties 

(PUCL) Vs Union of India case of 1997.

While in R Rajagopal’s case it was held that the “right to privacy” is implicit under 

Article 21 of the Constitution, in PUCL’s case it was stated that the “right to privacy” 

insofar as it pertains to speech is part of fundamental rights under Articles 19(1)(a) 

and 21 of the Constitution
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Arguments in favour of Right to Privacy

1. Right to Privacy is an inalienable part of the Article 21 of the constitution. Further, 

as India is a signatory of the Universal Declaration of the Human Rights of the UN, 

in which the right to privacy is a part, she should respect it.

2. Its breach is an anathema to Democracy as the privacy is a sine qua nun for self 

expression.

3. Since the state agencies are equipped with powerful surveillance apparatus, the 

personal data (like bio metrics) is prone to be misused by the ‘elite’ in the political 

and administrative set up against their opponents.

4. Though the intent of the policy makers to ‘know’ their citizens better is bona 

fide, the lower level bureaucracy may misuse the data for petty monetary gains. 

Frequent news of BPO operators selling information of clients to fraudsters is a 

case in point.

Arguments against Right to Privacy

1. The right has no legal standing as it is no where mentioned in the Constitution of 

India.

2. When citizens/residents have nothing to hide, what is the problem in subsuming 

their privacy to legitimate institutions for greater good of the country?

3. Instead of terming it as a breach of privacy, the initiatives should be understood 

as the government’s genuine effort to know their citizens in a better way which is 

essential for efficient allocation of scarce resources to the needy population in a 

diverse country like India.

Why the re-look is important?

Ambit of right to privacy is no more limited to search and seizure at the physical level 

as construed a few decades ago (1954 MP Sharma Case). With the growing presence 

of individuals and the corporate in the digital sphere, coupled with the ‘monopoly’ of 

the government over the internet it is high time to define the role of the state vis-à-vis 
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citizen in matters of privacy.

Though such instances of abuse of administrative powers or extreme encroachments 

on citizen privacy have not reported in India so far, taking a cue from the international 

experiences like-NSA’s surveillance of citizens as revealed by Edward Snowden in 

the post 9/11 period, Rupert Murdoch-led tabloids snooping in the UK and European 

Court’s order to Google on Right to be forgotten show how vulnerable citizens privacy 

in the modern society.

Conclusion

The Constitution of India begins with and represents We the People. Nevertheless, 

citizens should understand that, even in democracy, no right is absolute and they 

have to subsume a part of their rights to enable the government to function in an 

effective manner. On the other hand, the government should show restraint while 

dealing with citizens’ private space and must establish credible procedures to deal 

with instances of breach of privacy for illegitimate reasons.

Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy

The Union Cabinet, presided by Prime Minister Narendra Modi, on 10 March 2016 

approved the Hydrocarbon Exploration and Licensing Policy (HELP).

The decision will enhance domestic oil and gas production, bring substantial 

investment in the sector and generate sizable employment. The policy also targets 

the enhancement of transparency and reduction of administrative discretion.

The HELP will replace the New Exploration Licensing Policy (NELP).

Four main components of the policy are:

• Uniform license for exploration and production of all forms of hydrocarbon

The uniform licence will enable the contractor to explore conventional as well as 

unconventional oil and gas resources including CBM, shale gas/oil, tight gas and gas 
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