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The Current Affairs April 2016 eBook covers the current events that happened in the month of April. 

Current Affairs is a crucial component of any competitive exams including IAS|PCS, SSC, Banking, MBA. 

The lack of preparation for current affairs by the aspirants and candidates often is a main cause of their 

failure. Even though the candidates know it but they are often confused about how to prepare the current 

affairs section of the different competitive exams. It is to clear such doubts and confusion, Jagranjosh.com 

has come up with eBook concept. Although current affairs section per se is very wide to be covered, yet we 

have tried to cover all the possible current affairs for the month of April 2016.

The Current Affairs April 2016 eBook is divided into different section keeping in mind the need of various 

exams. The sections covered namely are International, National, Economy, Ecology and Environment, 

Science & Technology, Corporate, Sports, States, and News Capsule. Every news item in each section is 

arranged date wise with the most recent news being covered first and so on. Although there might be some 

deviations but that is solely to give priority to the most important current affairs in each section. 

Presentation of the given current affairs has been planned meticulously. It has been planned in such a 

way that it remains in the minds of readers for a longer duration. Wherever necessary each news item is 

presented along with a background and analysis so as to help candidates contemplate all the important 

current events at the time of exam in an effective way.

Copyright ©Jagranjosh.com

All rights reserved. No part or the whole of this eBook may be copied, reproduced, stored in retrieval system or 
transmitted and/or cited anywhere in any form or by any means (electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording or 
otherwise), without the written permission of the copyright owner. If any misconduct comes in knowledge or brought 
in notice, strict action will be taken.

Disclaimer

Readers are requested to verify/cross-check up to their satisfaction themselves about the advertisements, advertorials, 
and external contents. If any miss-happening, ill result, mass depletion or any similar incident occurs due to any 
information cited or referenced in this e-book, Editor, Director/s, employees of Jagranjosh.com can’t be held liable/
responsible in any matter whatsoever. No responsibilities lie as well in case of the advertisements, advertorials, and 
external contents. 
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Navigational satellite IRNSS 1G launched

Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) on 28 April 2016 launched India’s seventh 

navigation satellite of the Indian Regional Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS 1G) 

into a Sub-Geosynchronous Transfer Orbit (Sub-GTO) on-board PSLV-C33.

The satellite was launched from the First Launch Pad (FLP) of the Satish Dhawan 

Space Centre, Sriharikota, which is situated 90 kms from Chennai.

With this launch, India successfully joined the elite group of countries that have their 

own navigation system technology to cater to the mammoth navigational needs.

As in the previous six launches of IRNSS satellites, PSLV-C33 used ‘XL’ version of 

PSLV equipped with six strap-ons, each carrying 12 tons of propellant.

IRNSS-1G

IRNSS-1G is the seventh navigation satellite of the seven satellites constituting the 

IRNSS space segment. Its predecessors, IRNSS-1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E and 1F were 

launched by PSLV-C22, PSLV-C24, PSLV-C26, PSLV-C27, PSLV-C31 and PSLV-C32 

in July 2013, April 2014, October 2014, March 2015, January 2016 and March 2016 

respectively.

Like all other IRNSS satellites, IRNSS-1G also has a lift-off mass of 1425 kg. The 

configuration of IRNSS-1G too is the same as IRNSS-1A, 1B, 1C, 1D, 1E and 1F.

Payloads

The satellite with a design life span of 12 years has two payloads for navigation and 

ranging.

Navigation payload – It will transmit navigation service signals to the users. This 

payload will be operating in L5-band and S-band. A highly accurate Rubidium atomic 

clock is part of the navigation payload of the satellite.

Ranging payload – It consists of a C-band transponder which facilitates accurate 
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determination of the range of the satellite.

Features of IRNSS

• It consists of seven satellites to provide real-time data on the position of objects 

to aid road, air and maritime traffic apart from providing mapping and tracking 

services.

• It is an independent regional navigation satellite system designed to provide 

position information in the Indian region and 1500 km around the Indian mainland.

• It would provide two types of services, namely, Standard Positioning Services 

(SPS), which will be provided to all users, and Restricted Services (RS) that will be 

provided to authorised users only.

• Out of the seven satellites of the system, three are geostationary and four are non-

geostationary.

• By using the IRNSS as a platform, the Government of India is planning to launch 

its own Global Navigational Satellite Services, GINS (Global Indian Navigation 

Satellite) system. It is similar to the Global Positioning System (GPS) of the USA.

While many countries in the world have more than 20 satellites in serving the 

navigational purpose Indian scientists can boast of by achieving the goal by launching 

the seventh satellite which in a way completes the constellation which was earlier 

planned.

This constellation will help ISRO to take help from the civilian needs to security or 

defence needs.

Comment

The Prime Minister Narendra Modi who congratulated ISRO for the launch termed 

the system as NAVIC (Navigate with Indian Constellation). This launch also made 

into the selected nations that have their own GPS (Global Positioning System) or 

navigation system. The other select countries in the league includes

• US Air Force owns Global Positioning System (GPS)
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• Russia owns GLONASS

• China owns BeiDou, which is expanding into a global system. It is also operated 

by its military.

• Europe - GALILEO is a civil global system

175 nations signed historic Paris climate agreement

175 nations of the world on 22 April 2016 signed the historic Paris Agreement 

on Climate Change at the UN headquarters in New York, US. From India, Union 

Environment Minister Prakash Javadekar signed the historic Paris climate agreement.

The agreement will mark as a significant step that brings developing and developed 

nations together to combat global warming by working to cut down greenhouse gas 

emissions.

According to the White House at least 34 countries, representing 49% of greenhouse 

gas emissions have formally ratified the Paris Agreement.

What are the special features of Agreement?

• At 175 nations, the signing ceremony for the climate agreement set the record for 

the most countries to sign an international agreement on one day while previous 

one set in 1982, when 119 countries signed the Law of the Sea Convention.

• The signing is the first step toward ensuring that the agreement comes into force 

as soon as possible.

• After the signing, countries must take the further national (or domestic) step of 

accepting or ratifying the agreement.

• The agreement will come into force 30 days after at least 55 Parties to the UNFCCC 

ratify the agreement which accounts at least 55 per cent of global emissions.

• India has maintained that the burden of fighting climate change cannot be put 
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on the shoulders of the poor after decades of industrial development by the rich 

nations.

• It has announced plans to quadruple its renewable power capacity to 175 gigawatts 

by 2022 as part of the government’s plan to supply electricity to every household.

• India seeks to add 100 gigawatts of photovoltaic capacity, 60 gigawatts of wind 

power, 10 gigawatts of biomass and five gigawatts of hydro projects.

• Indian requirements of fuel are certainly going to increase. Notwithstanding that 

our own standards of protecting the environment are very rigid.

When was Paris Agreement adopted?

Conference of the Parties 21 (COP 21) under the United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) on 12 December 2015 adopted the Paris 

Agreement on Climate Change which was attended by 192 parties.

The agreement facilitated enforcement of global green house emission reduction 

measures in the post-2020 (post Kyoto Protocol) scenario. It was prepared based 

on consensus among the parties incorporating Intended Nationally Determined 

Contributions (INDCs) of the respective parties including that of India.

What are the main Highlights?

•	 Objectives: The primary objective of the protocol is to limit the global average 

temperature to well below 2 °C above pre-industrial levels.

• Efforts will be made to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C above pre-industrial 

levels so that it will be possible to reduce the risks and impacts of climate change.

• Parties should take action to conserve and enhance, as appropriate, sinks and 

reservoirs of greenhouse gases including forests.

•	 Adoption: With a view to contributing to sustainable development and to achieve 

the long term temperature goal of 2 °C the COP established the global goal on 

adaptation of enhancing adaptive capacity, strengthening resilience and reducing 

vulnerability to climate change.
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•	 Mitigation: Parties recognized the importance of averting, minimizing and 

addressing loss and damage associated with the adverse effects of climate 

change, including extreme weather events and slow onset events, and the role of 

sustainable development in reducing the risk of loss and damage.

•	 Technology Transfer: Parties share a long-term vision on the importance of fully 

realizing technology development and transfer in order to improve resilience to 

climate change and to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.

•	 Capacity-Building: It should be country-driven based on and responsive to 

national, sub national and local needs.

•	 Financing: Developed countries will raise finances to the tune of 100 billion US 

dollars per year as the floor by 2020, to help developing nations in both mitigation 

and adaptation activities. And, other nations are encouraged to provide funding 

voluntarily.

•	 Implementation: A mechanism to facilitate implementation of and promote 

compliance with the provisions of this Agreement is hereby established.

•	 Review: The Conference of the Parties serving as the meeting of the Parties to the 

Paris Agreement shall undertake its first global stock take in 2023 and every five 

years thereafter.

•	 Signing	 &	 Ratification: It shall be open for signature at the United Nations 

Headquarters in New York from 22 April 2016 to 21 April 2017. Thereafter, this 

Agreement shall be open for accession from the day following the date on which 

it is closed for signature.

•	 Enforcement: This Agreement shall enter into force on the thirtieth day after the 

date on which at least 55 Parties to the Convention accounting in total for at 

least an estimated 55 percent of the total global greenhouse gas emissions have 

deposited their instruments of ratification, acceptance, approval or accession.

What is the Significance of Agreement?

• The global environmental protocol took into account the principle of common 
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but differentiated responsibility (CBDR) to ensure climate justice which has been 

advocated by India for a long time.

• It strikes the right balance between national developmental needs of developing 

and small island nations and global environmental necessities by incorporating the 

INDCs under which countries will publicly outline what post-2020 climate actions 

they intend to take.

• It was adopted in the light of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development in 

particular its goal 13 that advocates for urgent action to combat climate change.

Will Paris Agreement on Climate Change succeed?

With the record member signing the Paris Agreement on Climate Change, the question 

arises whether it will succeed in light of below given facts raised by the critics.

1.5 degree Celsius target 

As per the Agreement, efforts will be made to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 °C 

above pre-industrial levels so that it will be possible to reduce the risks and impacts 

of climate change.

However, scientists at MIT say that under the current INDCs the global average 

temperature will soar by as much as 3.7 degrees Celsius above pre-industrial levels 

by 2100. This is far above the 1.5 degree Celsius target. 

Anything above 1.5 degrees C is a death sentence for us and for the planet. For 

instance, according to a report released by the Earth Systems Dynamics Journal 

in April 2016, the 2 degree scenario is apocalyptic: extreme weather events, water 

scarcity, reduced crop yields, coral reef degradation and sea-level rise.

So the set target seems to be a half-measure which has no place in light of risks of 

climate change which we all are already witnessing. The time is now but there is no 

Plan B.
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