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Preface

Indian agriculture is a symbiosis of various production systems,
a way of life, a family enterprise, and a tradition that for centuries
has shaped the attitudes, way of thinking, the culture and the socio
economic forces of rural life. Agriculture is well known for its multi-
functionalities of providing employment, cultural heritage,
livelihood, social security, family bondage, nutritional and food
security. Agriculture, the single largest production endeavour in
India is contributing 27 per cent towards GDP. It is the main
employer of women informal workers, with 75 per cent of the total
female workforce and 85 per cent of rural women employed in
agricultural sectors as wage earners or workers on own/contracted
household farms. The contribution of both men and women farmers
is substantial, complimentary and essential to agricultural
development. However, rural women despite playing an important
role in this sector as producers and processors of food and taking
care of family responsibilities don’t get equal benefit as male farmer
from extension services and programmes. Thus to achieve a
balanced contribution, gender mainstreaming is the appropriate
strategy. Gender mainstreaming is defined as the process of ensuring
that women and men have equal access and control over resources,
development benefits and decision–making, at all stages of the
development process.

Women farmers generally have less control over resources as
land, machinery and technology. Achieving agricultural
development goals of efficiency, sustainability and equity is hindered
by the predominant practice of directing extension services primarily
to men farmers based on the implicit assumption that the male
farmers are the main participants. This results in exclusion of
women as participants and beneficiaries of planned change in
agriculture sector. Women farmers despite their significant
contribution in agriculture sector receive only 2 - 10 per cent of all
agricultural extension services including involvement in decision
making, trainings, exposure visits, credit, subsidies etc. For this
purpose, gender sensitization is needed from highest level of
planning to the grass root level, involving various stakeholders.

This book touches upon a set of core areas in the field of gender
mainstreaming such as Genesis of gender concepts,  Gender issues
in agricultural  Research and Development, Gender analysis tools

and techniques, Mainstreaming gender need and relevance,
Approaches for gender mainstreaming, Mainstreaming gender
impact and parameters, and Appropriated technologies for rural
empowerment.

T.N.A.U.
Coimbatore Dr.R.Ganesan

Director, Agri-Business Development/
Short Course Director

Dr.R.Premavathi
Assistant Professor (Agril. Extension)
Associate Course  Director
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About the Book

Gender issues in agriculture have become important areas of
discussion and debate among researchers, development experts and
policy makers as well. To be precise, it is the prevailing inequities
between men and women that are causes of concern for all of us.
Whether it is productivity of worker or access to productive
resources and services or access to technologies and information
or remunerative opportunities and benefits, gender differences are
quite discernible. It is apprehended that such inequities, if allowed
to persist and perpetuate, would push a large section of workers
particularly women into a vicious circle of poverty and poor health.
Certainly, this would not augur well for Indian agriculture that is
waiting for a second green revolution to usher. Considering the
fact that women are an important and integral segment of
agricultural work force. Gender mainstreaming in agriculture has
been accepted as an instrument and change process. What is
required is conscious and concerted efforts to push forward the
process that would promote technologies, policies and institutions
of the realistic assessment of gender roles and needs. In such an
endeavour, scientists and extension specialists have larger roles to
play. There exists a need to equip them with understanding on
new knowledge, skill and tools to face the challenge.

In this context, a short course on “Gender mainstreaming
through technology empowerment” was organized at the Department
of Agricultural Extension and Rural Sociology, TNAU, Coimbatore
to discuss on various issues related to tools and techniques of gender
analysis, gender issues in agricultural research and development,
participatory approaches for gender mainstreaming, appropriate
technologies for women empowerment and alike.

The book is therefore, likely to be useful to researchers, policy
makers, decision makers, administrators, extension personnel,
planners and development officials of agriculture and allied sectors
and students of social sciences.

About the Editors

Dr.R.Ganesan, Director, Agri-Business
Development, TNAU, Coimbatore has 31 years
of service to benefit the different stake-holders
of farmers, entrepreneurs, extension
professionals, academics and students. His
specialization comprises of vital areas of
Agricultural Extension such as participation
studies, Training and Development and

technology transfer. He has 3 awards to his credit, one International
and two National. He has guided 6 Ph.Ds and 15 M.Sc (Ag) scholars
in the field of Agricultural Extension. He visited UK and other EU
countries on FAO fellowship under AHRDP. He served as Dean,
Faculty of Rural Development in Gandhigram Rural University
during 1992-94. He is presently Vice-Chairman, International
Extension Forum. He has published 105 articles of Research and
popular including one text book titled “Reaching the Unreached:
Basics of Extension Education”.

Dr.R.Premavathi, Assistant Professor of
Agricultural Extension, TNAU, Coimbatore is
graduated during 1990 and obtained her M.Sc
(Agri) and Ph.D., during 1997 and 2002
respectively. She has five years of experience in
Teaching, Extension and Research. Her
specializations are gender studies and technology
transfer. She completed research projects on

Gender role in Decision - making and Media studies on farm women.
She attended a Banner programme on gender mainstreaming at
MANAGE, Hyderabad. She has acquired specialized skills in gender
issues and project planning. She has been recognized as a Master
trainer in ATMA Projects. The author has published articles specific
to women in farming in reputed journals and published extension
literature useful to the farming community. She was awarded
Kirupabai Williams medal for her best doctoral research.
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