


Dimensions of

AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION

(Incorporates ICAR Recommended Syllabus)

O.P. Sharma
L.L. Somani

Agrotech Publishing Academy
UDAIPUR

Published by : 
Mrs. Geeta Somani 
Agrotech Publishing Academy
11A-Vinayak Complex-B 
Durga Nursery Road, Udaipur 
Mob. : 9414169635, 9413763031
Email : agrotechbooks@rediffmail.com
Website : www.agrotechbooks.com

DISCLAIMER

Information contained in this book has been published by
Agrotech Publishing Academy and has been obtained by its
authors believed to be reliable and are correct to the best of
their knowledge. However, the publisher and its authors shall
in no event be liable for any errors, omissions or damage arising
out of use of this information and specially disclaim any implied
warranties or merchantability or fitness for any particular use. 
Disputes if any, are subjected to Udaipur jurisdiction only.

First Edition 2012 
© All Rights Reserved

ISBN : (13) 978-81-8321-262-5
ISBN : (10) 81-8321-262-X

Typeset by : 
Image Print Media, Udaipur
imageprintmedia@rediffmail.com
Contect No. : 9413467622, 2413922

Printed at India

http://www.a-pdf.com/?pc-demo


Dimensions of

AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION

(Incorporates ICAR Recommended Syllabus)

O.P. Sharma
L.L. Somani

Agrotech Publishing Academy
UDAIPUR

Published by : 
Mrs. Geeta Somani 
Agrotech Publishing Academy
11A-Vinayak Complex-B 
Durga Nursery Road, Udaipur 
Mob. : 9414169635, 9413763031
Email : agrotechbooks@rediffmail.com
Website : www.agrotechbooks.com

DISCLAIMER

Information contained in this book has been published by
Agrotech Publishing Academy and has been obtained by its
authors believed to be reliable and are correct to the best of
their knowledge. However, the publisher and its authors shall
in no event be liable for any errors, omissions or damage arising
out of use of this information and specially disclaim any implied
warranties or merchantability or fitness for any particular use. 
Disputes if any, are subjected to Udaipur jurisdiction only.

First Edition 2012 
© All Rights Reserved

ISBN : (13) 978-81-8321-262-5
ISBN : (10) 81-8321-262-X

Typeset by : 
Image Print Media, Udaipur
imageprintmedia@rediffmail.com
Contect No. : 9413467622, 2413922

Printed at India



Extension means to extend to spread or disseminate useful
information and ideas to rural people outside the traditional
schools and classrooms. Its purpose is to educate rural masses
to produce desirable change in their behaviour. It involves
working with people from their present level on what they have
and adding to what they know. It will raise their standard of
living.

“Extension can play a powerful role in helping people meet
rapid change headon… and get ahead of it. Through a stronger,
more broad-based role, we can be key players in helping people
and units of Government meet change with new, creative
solution”. -Patrick G. Boyle and Sheila Mulcahy (1994)

Extension Education as a subject of study in India owes its
origin mainly to the Community Development Programme
initiated in the early fifties. It was desired then that the
Extension Officers as change agents and professional leaders
must be conversant with extension methods in addition to the
technological backup. This had contributed mainly to the
introduction of the subject, “Extension Education” as a subject
of study in all the training centres and educational institutes,
which offered agricultural and other development oriented
sciences.

Transformation in the development scenario is now
observable which is due to newer initiatives by extension
professionals. Change is imminent in any developing society.
The process of change is fostered by the planned extension
approaches. The practicing of extension is in transition which

warrants not simply the ‘extension workers’ but the ‘knowledge
workers'. This is to inculcate the professionalism in every aspect
of the development.

As the title of the book implied, any technology package or
any development strategy should reach the unreached with
minimal time lag through effective TOT systems which alone
can provide a right base for the development workers to prove
their mettle qualitatively and quantitatively.

It is often emphasized that some kind of metamorphosis has
to take place in this emerging scenario as farmers change
themselves to ‘entrepreneurs’; extension workers to ‘extension
professionals’; farmer groups to ‘commodity groups’ and so on.
This change perspective warrants strong conceptual base for
all those involved in agricultural/rural extension.

Large number of rural development programmes are being
undertaken by the government, corporate and private sectors
for the upliftment of the masses. However, there is always dearth
of good extension workers and entrepreneurs to manage these
programmes. This book is expected to provide guideline to all
those engaged in the task of rural upliftment. This book will
help in understanding the concepts, philosophy, objectives and
methods of working with the rural people.

By extension approach, education is stretched out beyond
the four walls of the institution into the community. Therefore,
if education were not to remain the exclusive privilege for the
elite, if it were to be made accessible to many, then the need
for extension education can scarcely be minimised. It can serve
the varied complementary needs of the local community along
with education. By breaking the barriers between institutions
and community, it makes life-long learning a reality. Extension
education assists people in analysing their own problems and
in developing their own leadership, while enabling the
researchers to get closely acquainted with the people’s problems.

Many people in technologically less advanced areas are
reluctant or unable to accept change. To overcome this problem
various programmes of rural development are initiated.
However, in most of the programmes there is absence of
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understanding, philosophy, objectives and method of working
with rural people among the field workers. Many times it comes
as a surprise to them that in spite of providing the best technical
staff in these programmes, they are not making much headway.
Close evaluation of these programmes will show the absence of
the extension educator, who would have taken care of the factors
that determine the motivations and resistance to change.
Increasing recongnision  needs to be given  to these human
factors in technological development.

Experiments show that it is not only technologies which have
to be relevant to fit into agro-climatic and socio-economic
conditions of the ruralites, particularly the farmers, but also
the extension approaches and methodologies. It is the right
context to quote the statement of Leagans (1960). “Rural
development in democratic societies is not a matter only of plans
and statistics, targets and budgets, technologies and methods,
material aid and professional staff, or agencies and organisations
to administer them. Rather, it is an effective use of these
mechanisms as educational means for changing the mind and
actions of people to attain economic and social improvements.
Agricultural Extension is central in formulating and
disseminating knowledge and in teaching farmers to be
competent decision makers. Extension plays an important and
significant role in most of the agriculture and other development
projects.

The primary focus of concern for extension education is the
community and its problems. A difficult task like this- can be
accomplished only by greater mobilisation, organisation and
planning at the community in which it is located or initiated.
For generating desirable changes in human behaviour in a
community, extension education adopts both informal and
nonformal methods. Extension work is voluntary, flexible,
undertaken in actual life situations, involves teaching-learning
process and it is a service.

Large number of extension programmes are in progress.
Inspite of importance given to these programmes people are
reluctant or unable to accept change. A close scrutiny of the

constraints shows the absence of understanding of the concepts,
philosophy, objectives methods and entrepreneurship in
managing these programmes.

Agricultural extension is a professional method of non-formal
education aimed at inducing behavioural changes in the farmers
for increasing their income through increased production and
productivity by establishing firm linkage with research for
solving the problems of the farmers ensuring adequate and
timely supply of inputs and using proven methods of
communication for speeding up the process of diffusion and
adoption of innovations.

This book is intended for the college students who may not
yet encountered a course in extension education. Thus, it is
really an “Introduction” to extension education. It is not intended
to develop any new theories but introduce the students with
the existing know-how in this area. Extension Education courses
have been introduced in most of the agricultural universities
for students of agriculture, horticulture, forestry, home science,
veterinary science, dairy science, engineering and fisheries. The
Indian council of Agricultural Research has recently revised
the syllabus for the graduate students and added new dimensions
to the courses. This syllabus is made common for all the
universities in India. With the inclusion of new courses in the
syllabus the old books on this subject became obsolete. The
need for new books with recent concepts and information became
the need of the hour. It is hoped that this book will be helpful to
these students in a preliminary understanding of this subject.

This book incorporates DIMENSIONS OF AGRICULTURAL
EXTENSION  to acquaint students, extension workers, planners
and administrators about rural development programmes,
community development programmes, Panchayat Raj system,
agricultural development programmes, extension privatization,
women development programmes, T & V system and broad
based extension.

The course DIMENSION OF AGRICULTURAL EXTENSION
has been introduced recently at undergraduate level in the faculty
of agriculture in all agricultural universities in India. We are
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ABOUT THE BOOK

The book provides an introductory knowledge about
education, extension education and agricultural extension by
incorporating their definition meaning concepts, objectives and
principles which is basic to learners of extension education. The
concepts have been depicted through adaquate number of tables
and figures to facilitate a structured reading and effect a
functional understanding by the learners.

This book also provides basic knowledge about the concept,
objectives, principles, importance, philosophy and problems,
limitations, achievements, strengths and weaknesses of various
community or rural development programmes implemated from
time to time for the benifit of rural mass both prior to
independence and after the independence. The book also deals
with the objectives and salient features of various Agricultural
development programmes viz. IADP, HYVP, IVLP, WDP, NATP,
ATMA, ATIC, ITDA, IRDP, SGSY, PMEY, DWCRA, MSY, RMK,
ICDS, T&V system, BBE.

This book has been written to serves as a Handbook of
Extension Education for Horticulture, Forestry, Fisheries, Dairy
Science and allied desciplines in all the SAUs and Extension
Education Institutes, planners, administrators, policy makers,
NGOs, extension workers, etc. involved in rural development
in general and agricultural development in particular.

This book is expected to equip and arm the learners of
extension education with the Dimensions of Agricultural
Extension to promote virtual education in agriculture and rural
development. The virtual education would proceed from class
room education to mass education and would cover distance
learners from unreached communities including farmers and
farm women.

happy to let readers know that the book has been planned to
cover the contents of this course in the new curriculum so that
this can serve as a text book for the UG students. This could
also be used as a reference book by students at post-graduate
level in agricultural universities as the book contains advance
level of subject matter over and above the requirement of UG
students. We acknowledge valuable contribution of the pioneers
whose work has been referred and cited in this book.

We hope that the contents of this book would provide the
needed inlightment to all those, ranging from the students to
policy makers who would be stake-holders in any form of the
change process.

Benefits of the valuable work of outstanding scholars and
other publications more than can be acknowledged by name
have been taken quite full. I acknowledge with thanks this
valuable debt.

O.P. Sharma
L.L. Somani
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