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Preface

Extension Education is certainly one of the most rapidly 
advancing of the agricultural sciences, and probably no other 
field has stimulated so many diverse disciplines. The fact that 
Extension Education has attracted scientists from different 
spheres such as agriculture, animal husbandry, psychology, 
nutrition & Health, Journalism, Rural Management, forestry, 
nuclear and other scientists of diverse backgrounds to 
contribute to its development is one of the chief reasons for its 
prodigious growth. Such growth is of course, accompanied by 
a proliferation in terminology, and this terminology constitutes 
a problem to the beginning agriculture students. Most of the 
words and abbreviations are not to be found in a standard 
collegiate dictionary and many are not present in dictionaries 
of biology. This is because many of the terms are newly coined. 
Such subject dictionaries like this Dictionary of Extension 
Education have fascinated the teacher and the taught 
everywhere. They stimulate us in knowing the unknown. In fact 
a dictionary of such a kind has an ocean of information which 
tries to satisfy us of our unending thirst for knowledge.

The task of selecting the terms to be included in any 
branch of science offers many difficulties particularly in this 
case of Extension Education which draws upon from several 
diverse fields of agriculture. How far it is advisable to include 
terms from those overlapping sciences which lie on the border 
land is a question on which no two people might think alike. We 
have given every word an independent examination, so as to 
take in all, in fact, which really belong to another science, 
which otherwise, would have extended this dictionary to an 
inconvenient size. We have, therefore only enumerated those 
best known or of more frequent mention in literaturwe, or 
interesting for special reasons.

While in the process of writing and compilation, we 
have carefully considered the criticisms of this work which 
have come under our notice, and have adopted all those all
those suggestions which could be taken up, so far as they did 
not contradict the plan on which this volume was drawn. Some 
critics were mutually destructive, others were due to 
insufficient knowledge on the part of the critic, whilst others 
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advocated radical changes, which would have made this, not 
our book, but some other person’s product.

We have tried to furnish the terms in use in various 
periods, so that a paper or book of any period can be read, and 
its special expression understood; to cut down the volume 
would have been therefore unwise, and the attempt would 
have failed to gain the approval of competent judges, as no two 
teachers would have an obsolete term. In more than one case 
an obsolete terms has been lately revised. Several newly 
coined terms also finds their place in this book.

It has been our duty to condense the definitions, often a 
difficult matter when a longer explanation would have been 
easier to draw up. We trust that we have in each case 
succeeded in setting out the main or central meaning, but 
many writers have their own modified or restricted meaning of 
even well-known terms. Occasionally where a term was 
specifically coined by some authority, the name of the authority 
and the date of original usage are given. It is appreciated that 
there is still debate about the exact meaning of some terms, 
notably those which have apparently undergone some 
evaluation of meaning; this dictionary guided by advice from 
students, teachers and researchers, takes a firm line and 
proposes in a number of cases a definition which seems to be 
accepted by reputable authorities. It is hoped that the 
students, teachers, researchers and all those interested in 
agriculture in general and extension in particular will find many 
of the terms commonly encountered in the extension and allied 
literature defined in this book, and that it will encourage the 
development of a vocabulary which will aid him in pursuing 
further studies in this fascinating field.

In every volume of similar character to this which we 
have had to consult, we have found errors, sometimes 
numerous, occasionally serious. This much larger volume 
offers a greater chance of error, but we trust that 
comparatively few errors will be found.

UDAIPUR-313001 S.L. INTODIA,
L.L. SOMANI,

J.P. LAK
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USER’S GUIDE

Main Features Illustrations have been given only where 

the definitions by themselves would be inadequate to convey 

the full meaning of the term important relevant terms of local 

common usage in different countries have been included in the 

dictionary for completeness and in order to avoid the 

inconveniences of having to refer to other source for their 

definitions.

Where equivalent English terms conveying the intended 

concept are unknown, terms of other languages in current use 

have been included.

Limitations the dictionary is not intended to standardise 

or freeze the usage of terms, and the authors, as such, accepts 

no responsibility for the legal validity of the definitions.
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A

A Stratified sample A statistical sample is a miniature picture 
or cross section of the entire group or aggregate from which 
the sample is chosen is known as the “population” “universe” 
or “supply”.
Ability- Means the power to perform an act. It can be innate or 
it may be due to the result of practice. Ability, as distinguished 
whereas aptitude implies that training or education will be 
necessary before an act can be performed at some future time.
Ability Grouping – (i) Refers to procedure of grouping the 
children into separate groups depending upon intelligence, 
mental age, or reading age, (ii) Separating peoples or students 
in different groups for the purpose of teaching depending upon 
their intellect.
Ability Profiles: Refers to the diagram or chart, which 
represents an individual’s score graphically.
Ability Tests – These are standardized tests, which are carried 
out in order to ascertain a person’s mentally overall efficiency.
Abreaction – Refers to expression or release of repressed 
feeling by re-creasing experience in imagination.
Absorbability – It is one of the five attributes that are the most 
important characteristics of innovations, past research 
indicates, in explaining rate of adoption. “It is the degree to 
which the results of an innovation are visible to others. The 
easier it is for an individual to ‘see’ the results of an innovation, 
the more likely he is to adopt it”.
Abstract – A short piece of writing which contains the main 
ideas in a document.
Academic Education: (i) Refers to education of an abstract, 
type generally requiring a high degree of academic ability. (ii) 
Academic education for adults can be defined as type of 
education that involves attainment of credit in a number of 
courses, is systematic and cumulative, and leading to a 
certificate, a diploma or a degree.
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Acceleration - It means placement of a child ahead of his age 
group.
Accidental Errors- Refers to mistakes in experimental 
observation due to unknown variables which effects the results 
of an experiment/research study.
Accidental Sample – Procedure of sampling in which the 
researcher selects any case that comes across to him/her.
Acclimatization- It is the process in which migrants become 
originally adjusted to a new climate, or the state of such 
adjustments. Also, figuratively, mental and social adjustments 
to a social environment that is new.
Accommodation- In this form of social process some kind of 
mechanism is developed for temporary agreement between 
the conflicting parties. It is a process of developing temporary 
working agreements between conflicting individuals or groups. 
It is a process of getting along despite differences. The 
conflicting parties arrange for alternative to conflict to bring 
about termination of hostilities or conflicting relationships and 
to enable some form of cooperation. Thus, accommodation 
may be viewed both as a process of social interaction as well 
as the result of social interaction, and it is one of the important 
and inevitable outcomes of a social situation of competition or 
conflict. Accommodation, then, refers to a permanent or 
temporary termination of rivalries parties to function together 
without open hostility at least in some respects.
Accommodation Forms – Accommodation may be achieved in 
various ways and take several forms. The more important of 
these are: (i) Compromise, (ii) Conversion, (iii) Tolerance (iv) 
Arbitration, (v) Truce (vi) Sub-ordination and Super-ordination, 
(vii) Displacement and (viii) Institutionalized Safety Values for 
Release of Hostility.
Acculturation – Refers to those phenomena that occur when 
people of different cultures come into continuous contact, 
resulting in subsequent changes in the original culture patters 
of either one culture or both”. For example, Change in food 
habits, dress, form of speech, values, etc.
Acculturation Results – (a) Acceptance – The assimilation of 
both behaviour patterns and inner values of a new culture by 
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an individual or group. (b) Adaptation – The combination of 
original and foreign traits either in a harmonics whole or with 
retention of conflicting attitudes. (c) Reaction - The growth of 
movements or feelings against accumulation with emphasis on 
psychological factors involved.
Achievement Curve – Refers to a graph of achievement in a 
specific task or study as plotted against time or trail’s number.
Achievement Quotient (AQ) – Refers to the ratio between 
expected and actual measured performance level in an 
educational or training programme. It is also known as 
educational ratio or accomplishment quotient.
Achievement Rating - Refers to comparing achieved 
performance and the ranking assigned to the performances 
compared.
Achievement Test – Refers to test that has been designed for 
measurement of the effects of specific teaching or training in 
an educational/training program’s effectiveness.
Acquired Behaviour – The behaviour which resulting from the 
factors modified through previous action of the organism or 
through environment’s influence.
Acquired Character – Means a feature induced during the life 
of an individual by environmental factors.
Acre – It is a unit of land referring to an area of 43560 ft2 or 
0.405 ha is known as acre.
Acre – inch -  Refers to a measure of quantity of flow of water 
and is equal to flow which will cover one acre to a depth of one 
inch.
Activator - Means a substance that accelerates the effect or 
increase the total effect of a product.
Active Adapter - It refers to the person who rejects an 
innovation and influences others also for its rejection.
Active Variable – It is a variable, which can be changed or 
manipulated by an investigator conducting a research.
Activity - It is a particular method of producing some specified 
type of output.
Activity Budget - Refers to a summary of the technical and 
economic characteristics of a farm activity, Used in farm 
budget and programme.
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Acts - Means the actions available to a decision maker among 
which she or he must choose.
Actual Farm Yield – The term pertains to yield of a crop/variety 
on the farmer’s field under the optimum management 
practices.
Adaptability - It is the capacity of adjusting a farm system to 
cope with the changing conditions.
Adaptability Test – Referring to specific or general ability test 
used to determine performance in a wide range of 
occupations.
Added-recall Techniques – Means research devices which 
consist in presenting the informant with the printed list of items 
from which the informant is asked to select those that are 
relevant to him.
Additive Colour – Refers to colour mixture by combination of 
light of the three primaries viz. red, green and blue colour.
Administered Price - Pertaining to the price that is not 
determined by competitive market forces, but by an 
administrative body viz. marketing board, of a trading group, 
the Govt., etc.
Admission Criteria - Refers to the rules and regulation laid 
down for selection of the students for admission in and 
educational institution.
Adolescence – Means a period in the development of the 
human being between puberty, the beginning of the greatly 
accelerated development in sex, and full maturity, Community 
commonly uses as a synonym for the youth.
Adult Education – (i) Education provided to adults for general 
educational, rather than vocational purposes. (ii) It is a 
process by which the people who no longer attend school on a 
regular and full time basis (unless full time programmers are 
especially designed for adults) undertake sequential and 
organized activities with the conscious intension of bringing 
about desirable changes in knowledge, attitude, and skill both 
mental and physical skill.
Aesthetics – (i) Concern with beauty and art and the 
understanding of beautiful things. (ii) The discipline, which 
makes us judge an object as beautiful or guly. (iii) The branch 
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of philosophy that studies the principles of beauty, specially in 
art.
Affection - Means a person’s feeling of love. It is the feeling of 
liking or loving something very much and carrying about them.
Affiliation – (i) Referring to a state of legal, formal or 
cooperative relationship between two or more organized 
social groups; the process or establishing same, (ii) To linking 
a group, a company, or an organization very closely with 
another larger one, (iii) A person’s connection with a political 
party, religion, etc. (iv) One group or organization’s official 
connection with another.
Affinity - (i) It means a strong feeling that one understand about 
some persons/thing and like them or it. (ii) The close 
relationship between two persons or things that have similar 
qualities, structures, or features: For example, there is a close 
affinity between Rajasthani and Punjabi.
Aggregating Bias – Pertains to the bias resulting from the 
aggregation to a population level of results based on a case-
study, representative – farm or sample survey approach. Bias 
occurs because such approaches do not necessarily reflect 
population values exactly.
Agricultural Clinic – It is like camp of administrative staff of 
various government departments in villages for on spot 
solutions of the villager’s and village problems. Agricultural 
clinics can be arranged with advance planning in the rural 
areas where various experts of different disciplines of 
agricultural and allied aspects participate and solve the 
problems of the villagers or different problems faced by them 
as well as to provide necessary guidance needed on the spot. 
It needs advance planning, publicity and punctuality. This can 
be an effective method in communication of innovation, 
problem faced in the adoption of new technology, their 
solutions and scientists who may have the advantage of 
knowing the first hand problems of the villagers. It is being 
adapted in some of the Agricultural Universities where the 
farmers who approach are attended to provide the solutions 
desired. It can be made an advantageous effort by advance 
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