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FOREWORD TO THIRD EDITION
Agronomy, one of the prominent branches of Agriculture, assumed new 

dimensions to its varied fields of specialization considering enormous 
breadth and diversity of the subject. A number of books have been written by 
different authours encompassing various fields of agronomy. However, due 
to cost involved and limited availability of time with the students, these books 
remains unread.

The experience shows that there is a need for a book exhaustively 
covering different aspects of agronomy presented in a lucid and accessible 
manner. To fill up this gap, a book was written by the author "AGRONOMY 
AT A GLANCE" during the year 2001, which was very much liked by the 
students. This book was further expanded and published in two volumes on 
the name of “Agronomy at a Glance Vol-1 Basic and Applied Fundamentals 
and Vol-2 Objective Fundamentals” to make it more  usefiul for the students. 
The book is written by experienced teachers and well known agronomists. 

The abridged information in two volumes of this book provides an 
instant material for all inquisitive minds to prepare for different examinations, 
competitions, interviews, viva-voce in the discipline of agronomy and allied 
subjects. It is entirely satisfying that this book covers almost all the aspects 
of agronomy in question-answer form. The answers are self explanatory. Fill 
in the blanks and multiple choice questions embodied in the second volume 
of the book will not only enable the readers to revise knowledge quickly but 
will also inculcate an understanding of the subject in depth. In nut shell it can 
be gleamed that a scholar seeking knowledge in any branch of agronomy 
will readily find the desired information in two volumes of the book. All the 
chapters in this book have been meticulously comprehended, compiled and 
presented by the authours with a fine skill. I am over whlelmed with the 
contents of this book and tempted to comment that the authours have 
attempted successfully reflecting a sea into pot.

I earnestly hope that this concise monumental compilation will go a long 
way serving the need of teachers, students, competitors and agricultural 
experts pursuing their interests in the field of agronomy. I wish the 
endeavours a grand success and wide acceptability of this book by the 
readers.

S.S. Chahal
Vice-Chancellor

MPUAT, Udaipur

PREFACE TO THIRD EDITION

Agronomy, one of the most important branches of Agriculture, 
assumed newer dimensions to provide favourable environment to the 
crop for higher productivity. A number of books have been written 
dealing with specific branches of agronomy such as 
agrometeorology, crop management, soil managemet, nutrient 
management, water management, weed management, dryland 
agriculture, etc. The experience shows that either these books are 
not available to most of the students or if available they remain 
unread due to lack of adequate time. Therefore, to cater the needs of 
students competing for various examinations/ interviews the book 
"AGRONOMY AT A GLANCE" has been written.

The book "AGRONOMY AT A GLANCE" written during 2001 
was well accepted by the readers. Therefore, it was decided to 
further expand the book, in the form of two volumes “Vol-1 Basic and 
Applied Fundamentals and Vol-2 Objective Fundamentals” 
separately.

The book covers almost entire field of agronomy in ten chapters
both in subjective as well as objective question/answer forms. The 
questions are framed very critically in a manner they cover the entire 
main topics step by step. No doubt the two volumes of the book 
would be of paramount importance for students appearing for 
interviews, viva-voce, comprehensive and other competitive 
examinations as it would help them to revise the entire agronomy 
within a short time and recollect the vast knowledge they gained by 
reading different books of agronomy. The glossary of agronomic 
terms, list of important books of agronomy, common weeds 
associated with different crops, conversion factors for different units, 
area, production and productivity of crops, important abbreviations,
etc. are appended at the end which will be of added advantage. 

We sincerely thank the Agrotech Publishing Academy, Udaipur 
for publishing this book. Suggestions for improvement of the present 
book from worthy teachers and students will be greatfully 
acknowledged.

P.L. Maliwal

S.L. Mundra
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1
Introductory Agronomy

I. Multiple Choice Questions

1. First Agriculture Minister of independent India was

a. T. C. Pant b. K. C. Pant

c. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai d. None of the these

2. First KVK in India was established in 

a. Rajasthan b. Punjab

c. Tamil Nadu d. U.P.

3. Who is considered as the president of ICAR?

a. President of India b. Central Agriculture Minister

c. Director General of ICAR d. Governor of Delhi

4. Who was the first Director General of ICAR?

a. Dr. B. P. Pal b. Dr. R. S. Paroda

c. Dr. A. M. Michel d. Dr. T. C. Jain

5. Net sown area of India is

a. 306 million ha b. 141 million ha

c. 328 million ha d. 100 million ha

6. Mg+2 is a component of

a. Protoplast b. Chlorophyll

c. Both a & b d. None of these

7. Blue revolution refers to

a. Agriculture b. Fisheries

8 Agronomy at a Glance

c. Poultry d. Flood control

8. ICRISAT is situated at

a. Manila b. Trinidad

c. Hyderabad d. Allahabad

9. Red colour in the petals of a rose flower is due to the 
presence of

a. Chlorophyll b. Xanthophyll

c. Carotene d. Anthocyanin

10. Bordeaux mixture is a

a. Insecticide b. Herbicide 

c. Pesticide d. Fungicide

11. Penicillin was discovered by

a. Louis Pasteur b. Alexander Fleming

c. Ronald Ross d. Roentgen

12. Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) is located at

a. Geneva b. Hyderabad

c. Rome d. New York

13. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai award is given in the field of

a. Social science b. Agricultural science

c. Space science d. Atomic science

14. First Agricultural University in India is established in the 
year

a. 1945 b. 1960 c. 1965 d. 1970

15. The All India Agricultural Research Services (ARS) was 
established in the year

a. 1973 b. 1980 c. 1985 d. 1990

16. Norman E. Borlaug got Nobel Prize in the field of

a. Peace b. Physics

c. Chemistry d. Economics

17. APEDA stands for

a. Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Authority

b. Agricultural and Processed Food Products Export 
Development Agency
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Introductory Agronomy 9

c. Agricultural Products Export Development Authority

d. Agricultural Products Export Development Agency

18. Golden revolution associated with

a. Fish b. Milk

c. Cereals d. Horticulture

19. ISOPOM (Integrated Scheme of Oilseeds, Pulses, Oil 
Palms and Maize) was started in 

a. 1965 b. 2000 

c. 2004 d. 2008

20. Yellow revolution is associated with

a. Oil seeds b. Pulses

c. Milk d. Petrol

21. Tikka disease is associated with which crop?

a. Soybean b. Moong

c. Groundnut d. Wheat

22. Most common green manuring crop in North India is

a. Sunnhemp b. Dhaincha

c. Cowpea d. Guar

23. The indicator plant used for diagnosis of Mg is

a. Maize b. Sunflower

c. Mustard d. Potato

24. Which of the followings is known as king of spices?

a. Black pepper b. Small cardamom

c. Cinnamon d. Ginger

25. Chicory and Cuscuta are associated with

a. Berseem and lucerne b. Lucerne and berseem

c. Sorghum and pearlmillet d. None of these

26. Sucrose % is calculated as

a. 
Brix reading 3.06

0.97

-
b. 

3.06 0.97

Brix reading

-

c. 
3.06 Brix reading

0.97

-
d. 

0.97 Brix reading

3.06

-

10 Agronomy at a Glance

27. Tirak is associated with

a. Jute b. Rice

c. Sugarcane d. Cotton

28. One square km consists of

a. 10 ha b. 100 ha 

c. 1000 ha d. 2000 ha

29. The world environment day is observed on

a. May, 17 b. June, 5 

c. September, 8 d. March, 8

30. Minimum error degree of freedom required to find
treatment difference reasonably

a. 10 b. 12 

c. 15 d. 20

31. Who is the founder of relay cropping in India?

a. Dr. Balwant Raj b. Dr. M.S. Swaminathan 

c. Dr. N.E. Borlaug d. Dr. S.S. Bains

32. Out of the total reporting area of India, forest occupy 
about ….. % area

a. 15 b. 22

c. 35 d. 40

33. Total reporting area of India is

a. 306 Mha b. 328 Mha 

c. 382 Mha d. 392 Mha

34. Practicing agriculture without manipulation of soil and 
without the use of chemicals, machines and fertilizers so 
as to protect ecological balance is known as

a. Inorganic farming b. Natural farming

c. Organic farming d. Intensive farming

35. Which is the staple food of world?

a. Wheat b. Rice 

c. Maize d. Sorghum
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