


PREFACE
Floriculture and Landscaping are of great antiquity. Flowers not 

only enliven our surroundings but also help in ameliorating the 
polluted environment. The importance of flowers has been realised 
throughout the world and today, flower cultivation has developed into 
an initiative form of Agriculture. Although total area under flower 
crops in our country is around 92 thousand hectares but our share in 
the international flower trade is less than one percent. On 
commercial basis flower business in our country is still in infancy and 
has geared up in recent years after liberalization in exim policy. With 
fast changing life style globally, floriculture can become a lucrative 
business in India in view of the low labour cost, varied agro-climatic 
conditions and vast wealth of native plants.

Competitive examinations have become a procedure of 
recruitment and admission for higher studies or initial placement in 
educational institutes. The question asked in these tests are either 
short descriptive or/and objective types, large in number and of 
varied nature, which require quick answering for success within 
limited period. This poses a tough task both for paper setter and 
examinee who have to burn midnight oil in true literary sense.

Keeping the overall requirement in view, I have made an attempt 
to compile objective questions and questions requiring short answers 
on all faces of Floriculture and landscaping based on my experience.

Floriculture and landscaping are important components in 
examinations of JRF, SRF, NET, ARS, interviews and viva voce. 
Since all the facets of floriculture have been covered in the present 
book Floriculture and Landscaping at a Glance, it will be very useful 
for the students studying Floriculture & Landscaping and appearing 
in various competitive examination, viva-voce and interviews.
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About the Book
Floriculture and Landscaping, one of the prominent branches of 

Horticulture, has expanded by leaps and bounds during the last two 
decades and has assumed new dimentionas with respect to its 
different disciplines. Due to enormous breadth and diversity of the 
subject, a number of books has been written dealing with specific 
branches of Floriculture and Landscaping such as Plant Propogation, 
Cultural Practices, Potted Plants, Plant Growth Regulators, Dry 
Flowers, Bonsai, Flower Arrangement, Foliage Plants, Cut Flowers, 
Bedding Plants, Garden Planning, Pests and Disease Management, 
etc. The experience tells that either these books are not available to 
most of the students of the country or if available remains unread 
due to the broad coverage of the tropics. To cater the needs of such 
student the book “Floriculture and Landscaping At a Glance” has 
been written.

The book covers almost entire field of Floriculture and 
Landscaping from the History of Floriculture and Landscaping in 
India to the advances in Insect Pest Management in the form of 
question and answer. The questions are framed very critically in a 
manner that they cover the entire main topic step by step.

No doubt the book would be of paramount importance for 
students appearing for interviews, viva-voce, comprehensive and 
other competitive examinations as it would help them to revise the 
entire course of Floriculture and Landscaping within short time and 
recollect the vast knowledge they gained by reading different books 
of Floriculture and Landscaping. Inclusion of a large number of 
objective type questions viz., fill in the blanks, multiple choice, true 
and false and matching, would be added advantage.

I am sincerely thankful to Agrotech Publishing Academy, Udaipur 
for publishing this book. Suggestions for improvement of the present 
book from worthy readers and students will be gratefully 
acknowledged.

Udaipur L.L. Somani



a
Introduction

Q. What is floriculture?

Ans. It is the culture of flowers based on flowering and foliage 
plants. It is a major part of a larger industry called ornamental 
horticulture.

Q. What is ornamental horticulture?

Ans. It is the practice of growing and using plants for decorative 
purposes.

Q. What is floral production?

Ans. It involves the growing of flowering or foliage crops to sale 
size or maturity.

Q. Who is a grower?

Ans. Floriculture . production involves people with an 
understanding of plants and plant growth. The person in charge of 
the crop production is called a grower.

Q. What is plant propagation?

Ans. Production begins with some form of plant reproduction, 
whether by seed or by a portion of a plant. Plant reproduction is 
known as plant propagation.

Q. What is a green hose?

Ans. A green house is a framed or an inflated structure covered 
with a transparent or translucent material admitting natural light for
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plant growth in which crops could be grown under the conditions of 
at least partially controlled environment and which is large enough to 
permit persons to work within it to carry out cultural operations. They 
can be heated or cooled depending on the needs of the plants. 
Watering, fertilization and pesticide application are also carefully 
controlled by the grower. Greenhouse allows plants to be grown 
throughout the year.

Q. Mention factors that govern the decision to grow certain 
crops in the greenhouse?

Ans. The most important factor determining which crops are 
produced is profit. The climate is another very important factor. The 
greastest concern with climate is the amount of sunlight and the 
average temperature. Nearness to market also influcing decisions as 
what crops are grown. Cut flowers can be grown far from the market 
place as the cost of shipping cut flower by air is afforadable as they 
are light weight.

Q. Why is the cut-rose and cut carnation flower, industry is 
located in Columbia (SA)?

Ans. Because the climate is perfect for growing these crops. 
Green house are not needed to produce these crops in Columbia.

Q. What does ‘greens means’ to floriculture industry?

Ans. Leatherleaf, lemonleaf, and hucklecherry are common 
foliage materials used in floral work. Those in the industry often 
refers to cut foliage as ‘greens’.

Q. What do you mean by potted flowering plants?

Ans. It is the production of flowering plants in pots. The young 
plants are grown to the flowering stage in a greenhouse. The entire 
plant and the pot are then sent to market.

Q. Name some popular potted flowering plants?

Ans. Poinsettias, chrysanthmums, Easter lily and African violets.

Q. What are foliage/house plants?

Some growers produce potted plants to be sold as foliage plants.
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Foliage plants are grown for their leaves rather than for their 
flowers.They are also called house plants.

Q. Name some common foliage plants?

Ans. Figs, scheffleras, and dracaenas.

Q. What are bedding plants?

Ans. Bedding plants are herbaceous, annual flowers and 
vegetables. They lack the ability to survive freezing temperatures 
and therefore must be planted outdoors after the risk of spring frost. 
They are usually started by seed and grown in a greenhouse during 
the late winter and spring. Gardners transplant the fairly mature 
plants in the landscape.

Q. Name some popular bedding plants?

Ans. Beeding plants include impatiens, petunias, marigold 
tomatoes, etc.

Q. Where is the cut-flower wholesale market located?

Ans. The international wholesale market for cut-flower and 
foliage is located in Holland.

Q. Who is a wholesale florist?

Ans. The wholesale florest purchases cut flowers, cut foliage 
and hard goods from a number of suppliers.

Q. What is the role of buyer in florist business?

Ans. The buyer locates sources of products and places bids or 
offers for purchase. The buyer must be very knowledgeable because 
the variety of available cut flowers and foliage number in the 
thousands.

Q. What is the role of a wholesale floral manager?

Ans. He overseas the operations of the business besides 
supervising the staff, estimates retail demand for products, and 
prepare long-range plants.
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Q. Mention the role of salesperson?

Ans. He has direct and usually frequent contact with the retail 
florist. He takes orders and arrange delivery of the products. 
Wholesale florist generally do not sell directly to the public.

Q. Mention the role of retail florist?

Ans. Floricultural crops are sold to consumers through retail 
outlets. Traditionally the retail florist provides floral design services, 
cut flowers and other floriculture crops. Retail florists have typically 
been small independent business.

Q. What is the responsibility of retail floral manager?

Ans. He has the responsibility of coordinating the operations of 
the business.Tasks associated with this position include managing 
personnel, working with budgets, and maintaining stores inventory.

Q. How are floral arranger, and designers helpful? How do they 
differ?

Ans. Highly skilled position in the florist trade involve floral 
arrangers and designers. These people are artists that use flowers 
and other materals in their art work. Floral arrangers have the 
training required to make and copy floral designs. Floral designers 
are considered to be more skilled than arrangers in that they have 
the ability to create and design unique floral art.

Q. What do you mean by floral processing?

Ans. Floral processing involves the handling and preparation of 
floral products for sale. Porcessing occurs primarily with the cut 
flower industry. Growers process floral crops for shipping.

Q. Mention the role of conditioning?

Ans. The wholesaler conditions cut flowers and foliage upon 
receipt of the materials. Conditioning involves treatments that extend 
the life of the flowers. Further processing of cut flower and foliage is 
done by retail florist before sale to the public.
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Q. What are floral preservatives?

Ans. Cut flowers should be moved from the grower to the 
consumer as quickly as possible because flowers begin to die once 
they are cut from the plant. Handling the flowers involves keeping 
them cool. Lower temperatures slow the life processes of the 
flowers. Floral preservative provides the flower with food and 
reduces the growth of bacteria that can clog conductive tissues.

Q. What is vase life?

Ans. Vase life is the length of time cut flowers and foliage live 
after they have been cut.

Q. Why are greenhoses so valuable to the growers?

Ans. A greenhouse is a structure enclosed by a translucent 
materal in which plants are grown. Translucent materials allow light, 
necessary for photosynthesis, to reach the plants inside. The 
material also serves as a barrier between the outside and inside 
environments. Greenhouse structures give the grower control of 
environmental factors within the structure. Growers can regulate the 
temperature, water, humidity, and to some extent, light.

Q. How do the style of greenhouse differ?

Ans. Styles of greenhouses vary greatly. The material used, the 
shape of the greenhouse, and the load capacity contributes to the 
differences. However, there are four basic styles of greenhouse 
structures. They are lean-to, even span, uneven span, and ridge 
and-furrow.

Q. What is a uneven-span greenshouse?

Ans. Uneven-span greenhouses have roofs with an unequal 
pitch and width. Use of the uneven span structure is limited to 
hillsides. Because the trend to ward automated operations favours 
flat ground, few of these green house structures are built today.
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