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Preface

The practice of growing plants in pots led to grow
bonsai. The herbs and shrubs are grown
extensively in containers. Occasionally tree species

were tried in pots. They, however, could not grow tall as
they do in nature. As the time passed away they gradually
got the imprints of age that made them more beautiful
and caught the imagination of growers and viewers alike.
It is then the impetus to bonsai growing generated.
Gradually it began to spread to the different parts of the
globe. Many techniques were innovated and applied,
which were the artificial means for giving the natural
touches to the bonsai. The imprints of age is brought about
earlier than usual. Hence the utility of the techniques.

Bonsai growing is developed into a special branch of home
gardening. Bonsai is grown with love and affection which
is comparable to rearing pets. It demands more care and
attention to attain perfection.

Bonsai culture was innovated in China and developed in
Japan. It is held in great esteem by the Japanese and
associated gradually with their culture. Century-old bonsai
are not the rare things there. The art and science of
growing bonsai are taught to the members of the bonsai
societies of Japan.House plants are beautiful for their
attractive foliage whereas bonsai are for their age-old
grotesque form. Both are reared as indoor plants. If a
good number of bonsai are grown a conservatory is
needed to accommodate them. The old and disabled who
cannot take part in normal gardening can devote their
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efforts to bonsai growing. A bonsai passes from generation to
generation. That is why a specimen bonsai is older than the
existing generations-new as well as old. Bonsai growing lends
itself well to immense joy of creation, and a specimen work
remains to be a curio for generation after generation. The
market value of an attractive bonsai can hardly be ascertained.
In this regard it is comparable to an age-old masterpiece of
an able sculptor.

The containers for bonsai are of special type. Even today
these are not available extensively. They are procurable from
the cities. On account of the dearth of ground space for
gardening the city dwellers are bound to take up pot culture.
For this reason the population of pot plants are more in the
cities. So the pots of all descriptions are available there. The
pots for the dicots and monocots are different. The pots for
the later should be narrow at the top in comparison with the
bottom. Because the excessive root growth at the bottom may
push the soil ball out of the pot. The narrow mouth of the pot
prevents the soil ball from coming out.

The book is designed for those who are eager to have the
guidance and instructions for growing their own bonsai. Even
those who purchase bonsai or semi-bonsai from the bonsai
nursery invariably need the guidance for rearing their subjects.

To make the text attractive and interpretative as many as 150
figures have been included in the text. All the line drawings
have been drawn by the author himself. An acknowledgement
expressing gratitude to the persons concerned is included.
They have assisted in providing photographs and
transparencies for illustration. More than 30 books on
gardening have been published in his credit. Thousands of
readers are in praise of the works and insisted him on writing
a book on bonsai. This encouragement prompted him to write
this book on bonsai. If it is found useful to the bonsai growers
the efforts of the author as well as those who are concerned
with the bringing out the book will be worthwhile.

Horticultural Arena       S.C. Dey
Jhargram Pin 721507
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1. Group Planting, as if a grove CV : Tamarindus indica

2. Forest Style, CV : Murraya paniculata

3. Formal Upright style (not trained) CV : Commiphora
mukul

4. Group Planting

5. ‘Trio’ grown on flat rock. CV : Ficus nuda

6. Umbrella Style, CV : Ficus nuda

7. Bamboo clan in concrete pot (Monocot)

8. Rock-Grown, CV : Ficus nuda(Courtesy : Asim Nanda
Das)

9. Rock-Grown, CV : Ficus retusa

10. Bonsai of Bougainvillea, Adenium and P. afra

11. Group Planting, CV : Ficus nuda

12. Group Planting, CV : Tamarindus indica

13. Informal Upright Style, CV : Pinus longifolia

14. Umbrella Style, CV : Portulacaria afra

15. Formal Upright Style, CV : Tamarindus indica

16. Bamboo Clean (Monocot)

17. Umbrella Style

18. A unique Style of Portulacaria afra

19. Ficus bengalensis with a good number of prop roots.

20. Mulberry in a Slanting Style (Grown by the author)

21. Date Palm (Monocot) in a bare-root condition to show
the root growth (Grown by the author)

22. Plumeria (Grown by the author)

23. Ficus bengalensis bearing ripe fruits in plenty (Grown by
the author)

24. Bonsai of miniature rose, Umbrella Style.
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