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Preface

The contamination and quality of irrigation water is 
of the main concern especially in the regions with 
limited water resources. In such region not only, the 
water resources should wisely be utilized at the same 
time should be prevented from contamination. The 
Effluent water discharged by all kind of industries in 
the most im portant sources of soil and water 
contamination. The supply of water effluent through 
rivers has some serious repercussions on health effects 
as well as affects land productivity. Crop production 
suffers from using contaminated irrigation water form 
both surface sources and from ground water aquifers. 
In this context an attempt is made to study the socio
econom ic im pact of effluents discharged by the 
industries in Coimbatore Region, Tamilnadu.
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Introduction and Design of Study

The economy and the environment are not separate 
entities. Economy forces changes on the environment, 
which in turn react back forcing unforeseen changes 
in the economy. The environment can be defined as 
the physical surrounding of man of which he is a part 
and on which he depends the activ ities like 
physiological functioning, production and consumption, 
where as the economy focuses on the well-being of an 
individual and societies. The physical environment of 
human stretches from air, water and land to natural 
resource like energy carriers, soil and plants. The 
relationship between environment and economy is 
multi-fold and a multi faced with a qualitative weli 
as a quantitative aspect to it. For example, the definition 
of pollution in economics is based not only on the 
physical effect on the environment but crucially on the 
human response to the physical effect. The physical 
effect can be biological (or) chemical while the human 
response is a result of loss of welfare1. Thus physical 
scientists base their perception of pollution solely on 
the physical effect on the environment, while economists 
rely on perceived utility losses to recognize pollution.



Industrial pollution has been a major factor causing 
the degradation of the environment around us, affecting 
the water we use, the air we breathe and the soil we 
live on. This Industrial environmental pollution is the 
major problem associated with rapid industrialization 
along with urbanization and raises in standard of living 
of the people. For developing country, industrialization 
is must and still this activity very much demands to 
build self-reliant and in uplifting nation's economy. 
Therefore rapid pace of industrialization not only 
increases the output level but also causes a serious 
threat to human welfare. Water is polluted not only 
by industries but also by households. Both industries 
and household's waste water contain chemical and 
biological matter that imposes high demands on the 
oxygen present in water. The polluted water contains 
low levels of dissolved oxygen as a result of the heavy 
Biological Oxygen Demand (BOD) and Chemical 
Oxygen Demand (COD) placed by industrial and 
household waste materials discharged into water bodies 
and water systems, both above and below the earth 
surface. In addition to levels of dissolved oxygen in 
water, industrial wastes which contains chemicals and 
metals, that are directly harmful to human health and 
the eco system2.

Environmental Degradation

In the literature of W ikipedia3 and Encyclopedia 
environmental degradation is the deterioration of the 
environment through depletion of resources such as air, 
water and soil. When the environment becomes less 
valuable (or) damaged, environmental degradation is 
said to occur. There are many form of environmental 
degradation. When habitats are destroyed biodiversity
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