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FOREWORD 

 

India is regarded as Mushroom Paradise due to rich diversity of agro-
climatic and socio-cultural conditions prevailing in the country.  

In the era of healthy eating by cutting down the calories, saturated fat 
and cholesterol, mushrooms are bound to attract the attention. In fact, 
early herbalist recommended mushroom as dietary substitute more due 
to its medicinal and nutritional values.  

The scope of mushroom cultivation has widened tremendously during 
the last two decades and is emerging out as an agro based industry. It is 
a labour intensive indoor activity which can help the landless, small 
and marginal farmers to raise their income, diversify economic activity 
and can create gainful employment especially for underemployed 
youths, weaker sections of the society and women folk.  

The mushroom cultivation has been included in course curriculum in 
al the State Agriculture Universities resulting the need of a good text 
book. The present book, “Modern Mushroom Cultivation” written by 
Dr. Reeti Singh and Dr. U. C. Singh is a timely publication, to cater to 
the needs of students, progressive farmers and research workers. The 
language of the book is simple, lucid and present appropriate 
expression of the subject.  

I do hope that the students, teachers and entrepreneurs will equally 
like it.  

  
(D. P. Singh) 





 

_____________ ____________  
Preface 

The cultivation of mushroom has increased tremendously during last 3 decades. Now it 
is developing as an industry day by day. As such its scope has widened enough in our 
country. Though much literature has been published in the field of mushrooms in 
India and abroad in the form of journals and books even then still many aspects remain 
unrevealed and as such an attempt has been made not only this critically review the 
present status of mushroom cultivation to provide ready reference but other details are 
being given at a place. 

The chapters have been suitably illustrated with both black and white and coloured 
photographs alongwith line diagrams. In concluding pages of the book author and 
subject index have been provided to facilitate the reader. 

On the matter of references our policy has been to include (1) all those cited in text (2) 
all those from which illustrations have been taken and (3) a few of the most recent 
published work-pertaining to the subject matter in each chapter - even through they 
may not have been mentioned in the text – for the sake of interested student/research 
worker a bibliography has been prepared. 

Special attention has been given on the identification of some edible wild/cultivated 
and poisonous types of mushrooms with pictorial description, their distribution and 
live diagrams. These photographs may be useful for mushroon collectors for spot 
identification is unique in this book. Inclusion of recent literature on the medicinal 
mushroom has increased its capability to a great extent, as it is rarely described in any 
book. 

In the preparation of the book many published articles, books on this subject in India 
and abroad have been consulted for which authors wish to express their gratefulness 
and thanks. 
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